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Thanks to those who found this newsletter useful enough to make a contribution: In the previous issue of Land Conservation News, there was a request for a $5 contribution to keep the newsletter coming in 2010. Thank you to those who contributed, and a special thanks to those who gave more than was requested. If you haven’t donated yet, there’s still time. Just send a check to the Georgia Land Conservation Center, 380 Meigs Street, Athens, GA 30601.
The Federal enhanced tax incentive for donations of conservation easements has expired: As of January 1, the Federal tax incentive for donated conservation easements reverts to its pre-2006 level. The maximum deduction for such a donation is now limited to 30% of an individual’s adjusted gross income (AGI) in the year of the donation with a carry-forward of a maximum of five additional years. 

The Land Trust Alliance’s Public Policy Staff expects the Congress to try to reinstate the enhanced deduction for easement donations in 2010 with the incentive being made retroactive to January 1. Reportedly, House and Senate leaders say they want to do this early in 2010, but Congressional schedules are unpredictable. Stay tuned and be ready to help make the enhanced incentives permanent.
If you have been working with landowners who made easement donations in 2009 (or any time between 2006 and 2009), let them know that they can continue to deduct 50% of their AGI per year (100% if they are a qualified farmer) and carry unused amounts forward for 15 years. When they fill out their 2009 tax forms – and especially if a tax preparer does it – make sure they get this right. For more information, go to www.lta.org/easementincentive
Federal estate tax unresolved: Congress also failed to resolve the estate tax issue before adjourning before the holidays.  For more information, go to www.lta.org/estatetax
Conservation defense insurance update: Leslie Ratley-Beach, Conservation Defense Director for the Land Trust Alliance, sends the following program update:
The commitments are still coming in from December board meeting votes.  So far land trusts have committed over 65% of the 12,000 conservation interests needed to make the conservation defense insurance program feasible.  We have 35% more to go by the Alliance board meeting on June 4 when they will be asking me for a status report. So far, 191 land trusts from 39 states and the District of Columbia are involved in this collective defense effort.  The states not yet represented are AR, DE, IA, KY, LA, MO, ND, NV, OK, UT, and none of the territories are represented yet either.  

Some other information points that land trusts are asking about frequently are:
On July 1, 2010, the registration fee increases by 50%, so we hope that land trusts will vote to participate and send in their commitment letters before then.  The list of committed land trusts includes the following land trusts from Georgia:

· Athens Land Trust

· Broad River Watershed Association

· Central Savannah River Land Trust

· Georgia Piedmont Land Trust

· Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia

· Oconee River Land Trust

· St. Simons Land Trust

The detailed Terms & Conditions is available with other background information on the Alliance website at www.lta.org/cdinsurance.  Click on the “Final Terms and Conditions” link.  

The Commitment Letter is at the same site.  Look for the “Commitment Letter” at 
the top of the page.   

I am happy to talk with you about any of details, answer your questions, be on a phone call and help complete the Commitment Letter.  Land trust personnel are welcome to call or write me at 802-262-6051 or at lrbeach@lta.org
Add to your 2010 dates:

February 16: Deadline for submitting your proposal to present a workshop or seminar at Rally 2010, The National Land Conservation Conference, being held October 2-5 in Harford, Connecticut. For details, contact rally@lta.org
May 1: Steve Small, a tax attorney and author of Preserving Family Lands (Books I, II & III) and the federal income tax regulations on conservation easements (among many others) will be the featured presenter at a seminar in Mobile, Alabama, sponsored by the Weeks Bay Foundation (an accredited land trust). More details later. 
Changes
Dr. Robert Keller has resigned as Executive Director of the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia. He has created his own company, Environmental Research and Mapping Facility, LLC, and will be consulting with other land trusts, government agencies and individuals. Robert can be reached at 423-364-2691. Patricia Muesse, presently the Trust’s Development Director, will serve as interim Office Manager. She can be reached at 706-253-4077.

Pat Metz, Supervisory Refuge Ranger at the Savannah Coastal Refuges Complex, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, has retired. She can be reached at 912-832-3615.

Susan E. Nicholson is the new Executive Director of the Southeastern Natural Sciences Academy at Phinizy Swamp Nature Park in Augusta. She can be reached at 706-828-2109.

Will Hanie, Executive Director of the Low Country Open Land Trust in
Charleston, SC, has resigned.
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