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Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program Discussion Workshop to be held in Athens on April 30: Georgia’s participation in the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP, or more recently, Farm Protection Program, FPP) has declined in recent years.  Through FRPP, the Natural Resource Conservation Service provides up to 50% of the cost of acquiring a farmland conservation easement, but a local cash contribution of no less than 25% is required.  Although it is difficult for us to compete with states having dedicated farmland protection programs, we should be doing better.  The Athens Land Trust, The Georgia Land Conservation Center and the Georgia Agricultural Land Trust are holding a workshop for interested persons to discuss improving land trusts’active participation in the FRPP. Jimmy Bramblett, Assistant State Conservationist (Programs), will provide an update on FRPP, as well as participate in our discussions. Curt Soper will also provide an update on the Georgia Land Conservation Program, especially as it relates to the FRPP.  The workshop will be held on Friday, April 30, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Georgia Land Conservation Center’s office in the historic Old Jail, 380 Meigs Street, Athens. For more information and to reserve a place, please e-mail John.Pershing@gmail.com 
More details on FRPP may be found at:

http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/38015/FRPP_01-2010.pdf.  
Steve Small Seminar to be held in Mobile on May 11: The Weeks Bay Foundation and others are sponsoring an advanced seminar on conservation easements, “Maximizing the Financial Advantages of Land Conservation.” Steve Small will speak on the following topics: Conservation easements and Section 170(h) of the Tax Code; Land Conservation: Appraisal and Substantiation Requirements; Estate and Gift Tax “Primer;” and Land Conservation and Planning Strategies for Clients. After lunch, two roundtables will address Appraisal of Conservation Land and Use of Baseline Documentation on Conserved Lands. The sessions will run from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM on May 11 at the Riverview Plaza Hotel in downtown Mobile. On-line registration is available at http://www.gulfalliancetraining.org. Continuing education hours have been approved for attorneys and foresters, and are pending for realtors and appraisers. For information and more details, contact Amy Gohres  at 251-990-5004 (amy@weeksbay.org) or Mike Shelton at 251-928-9792 (Michael.Shelton@dcnr.alabama.gov).
Funds available for wetlands and streams preservation: A combination of the Great Recession and recent changes to the Rules for Compensatory Mitigation have resulted in no recent funds for the Georgia Wetlands and Streams Trust Fund (GWSTF). Most of the funds in the GWSTF are being held for specific projects pending final resolution and approval by the Corps of Engineers. Nevertheless, there are some funds available for the preservation of wetlands and/or streams in specific primary service areas (these areas replace the previous river basin framework). While small, the funds may be useful to jump-start substantive discussions with other potential partners. For details, contact Hans Neuhauser at 706-546-7507 or hans@GaLandCC.com
	Primary Service Area
	Wetlands Funds Available
	Streams Funds Available

	Altamaha

	$ 0
	$ 0

	Chattahoochee – Lower
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Chattahoochee – Middle
	$ 8,345.60
	$ 0

	Chattahoochee – Upper
	$ 20,587.69
	$ 0

	Coosa
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Etowah
	$ 24,365.15
	$ 0

	Flint – Lower
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Flint – Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Oconee – Upper
	$ 469.60
	$ 0

	Ocmulgee - Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Ogeechee
	$26,373.69
	$ 77,952.73

	Satilla

	$ 0
	$ 23,892.64

	Savannah – Lower
	$ 47,321.94
	$ 593,430.00

	Savannah – Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Tallapoosa - Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Tennessee
	$ 91,292.11
	$ 4,027.00

	Withlacoochee
	$ 0
	$ 0


Qualified Organizations: A revised list of organizations qualified to participate in Georgia’s Conservation Tax Credit Program should be posted shortly on the web (www.glcp.ga.gov/taxcredit; click on “application materials for certification”). In the meantime, both the Chattooga Conservancy and the Oconee River Land Trust should be added to the list (see Land Conservation News 3/24/10 archived at www.GaLandCC.com)

Rallies and Regional Conferences – the current thinking: Because attendance at Rally and Regional Land Conservation Conferences cost substantial amounts of time and money, and since both are in short supply these days, you may be interested in some of the current thinking on these events. First, the Land Trust Alliance will continue to hold Rally on an annual basis, generally in the fall. The 2010 Rally will be held in Hartford, Connecticut on October 2-5 (registration will start on May 19). The 2011 Rally will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The 2012 Rally will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah. In 2013, the Rally is being planned for the southeast, with New Orleans and Louisville strong contenders for the host site. The 2010 Southeast Land Conservation Conference was held in Greenville, SC in March (with about 180 people in attendance). Plans for 2011 may involve smaller and more disbursed assembles, possibly in Chattanooga, central or north Florida and Charleston (the latter in conjunction with the National River Rally). For 2012, consideration is being given to a conference in Georgia, either on the coast or in the Piedmont. If the 2013 Rally is going to be held in the southeast, there may not be any southeast regional conferences or assemblies. Chuck Roe, Southeast Program Director for the Land Trust Alliance, would like to hear your opinion. What kinds of programs would make you want to attend these events? He can be reached at croe@lta.org
Changes:

Dr. Robert Keller has formed the Atlantic Coast Conservancy; its officers include Robert as president, Walter Ernest as vice president, Kathy Keller as treasurer and Gary Hammond as Secretary. Robert can be reached at 706-273-9173 or rkeller@ermf.org
Dates:

April 15: Deadline for applying for the Executive Director position at the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia. See Land Conservation News 3/24/10 for details.

April 30: Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program Discussion Workshop to be held in Athens. See article on page 1. Please RSVP.

May 11: Steve Small, author of Preserving Family Lands and the Federal tax code on conservation easements, will headline a day-long training session to be held in Mobile, Alabama. Hosted by the Weeks Bay Foundation, participants will be rewarded with a variety of continuing education credits. For details, see article on page 1. 

May 15: Deadline for filing your Form 990 if you file on a calendar year basis. Failure to do so for three consecutive years will automatically result in the loss of tax exempt status.

May 19: Online registration for Rally 2010 begins (see October 2-5, below). Sign up early for your choice of day-long seminars and field trips.

June 10: Georgia Land Conservation Council summer meeting. Details later.

July 1: Deadline to sign up for the Land Trust Alliance’s conservation defense insurance program. After July 1, the registration fee increases by 50%. For information, go to: www.lta.org/cdinsurance
October 2-5: National Land Conservation Conference – Rally 2010 – in Hartford, Connecticut. For information, visit: www.lta.org/rally or call 202-638-4725.

Land Conservation News is a periodic communication produced by the Georgia Land Conservation Center for land trust leaders and others who care about the future of open space in Georgia. To subscribe or to contribute news items, please contact Hans Neuhauser at the Georgia Land Conservation Center: 706-546-7507 or hans@galandcc.com
� The Altamaha Primary Service Area includes the Lower Ocmulgee and Lower Oconee Rivers.


� The Satilla PSA includes the St. Marys River
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