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Register now for the 2010 Southeast Land Conservation Conference: Whether you’re a new board member or an experienced hand at land conservation, there will be sessions of interest and use to you at this, the premier event of its kind in the southeast; don’t miss it. The Conference will be held March 17 through 19 at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in Greenville, South Carolina. The Conference agenda, sponsor information and registration instructions are now available on line at: http://www.landtrustalliance.org/learning/training/rc/se/southeast
Two land conservation bills expected but have not been dropped yet: A bill to amend the Georgia Land Conservation Act is expected to be introduced soon. The amendment would enable the state to loan funds to land trusts (and other NGOs) in a bridge capacity where the intent is for the land trust to eventually sell the acquired property to the state. (For background on the bridge loan issue, see Network News issue #125 (3/11/09) and # 128 (5/27/09) archived on www.GaLandCC.com)
There is no news to report on the bill to make the land conservation tax credit transferable; it has not been introduced (for background, see Land Conservation News issue #136; 11/13/09).
Meanwhile, there is still no clarification on how much of the $25 million in the Governor’s FY 2011 budget would go to land conservation grants. His budget proposal includes $25 million in the bond package for “water and sewer construction and land conservation grants and loans, statewide.” There will be a lot of demands for the money.
President’s budget proposes increases for land conservation: President Obama’s budget request for FY 2011 (beginning October 1) includes an increase in funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund ($384 M for federal projects, up $106 from last year; $50 M for state projects, up $10 M). The Forest Legacy budget would increase to $100 M, up 20.5 M). The Farm and Ranchland Protection Program budget would be capped at $160 M, up $10 M). The final amounts will be up to Congress. No member of the Georgia Congressional delegation serves on the Interior Appropriations Committee (LWCF appropriations). Reps. Sanford Bishop and Jack Kingston serve on the Agriculture Appropriations Committee (farm bill appropriations).  

Every non-profit must file a Form 990: This reminder is from Land Trust Advocates:
Since tax year 2007, even the smallest non-profit organizations have been required to file some version of Form 990.  Organizations with gross receipts under $25,000 may file the 990-N e-postcard, with just 8 simple questions.  Please do it!  The consequences for not filing are steep. 

Starting May 15, 2010, organizations that have not filed a 990 for three consecutive years will automatically lose their tax exempt status on the due date of their return (the 15th of the fifth month following the end of their fiscal year -- May 15 for calendar year filers).  Even if you're up to date on your filings, we hope you'll spread the word to other small organizations.  Click here for an IRS notice that discusses this requirement.

Please visit our Detailed Guide to the New Form 990 for information about the form and filing thresholds for the 990-EZ and 990-N, which have changed since last year.  Even if your organization is eligible for one of these short forms, we recommend you take a look at the full Form 990 and particularly the conservation easement questions in Schedule D.  Starting next year, organizations with gross receipts exceeding $200,000 or assets exceeding $500,000 will be required to file the full form and the questions on Schedule D will be asked by the IRS in any audit of your land trust.  Reading them and being prepared to answer them can be the ounce of prevention that could save a good deal of time and money if you or your easement donors are ever audited.   
Dates

Feb. 19: Deadline for responding to the Land Trust Alliance-SE survey of your land trust’s accomplishments in 2009 and cumulatively. Results will be made available at the SE Land Conservation Conference on March 17-19. To take the survey, go to www.surveymonkey.com/s/FC77VQZ
Feb. 23: Free conference call on Conservation Defense Insurance. A panel of land trust leaders will be hosting an informational conference call on the proposed conservation defense insurance program. Land Trust Alliance staff will be there to answer any questions or concerns land trusts may have. The call starts at 4:00 PM Eastern Time. Call 800-803-0998 and enter the participant passcode: 559933#. You are welcome to send questions prior to the call to Leslie Ratley-Beach at lrbeach@lta.org  or call her at 802-262-6051. So far commitments from over 213 land trusts from 42 states have topped 71% of the 12,000 needed to make the proposed program feasible. 

Feb. 24: The registration fee for the 2010 Southeast Land Conservation Conference goes up by $35 after today (www.registration@lta.org
or call 202-638-4725 ext. 345). Also, the deadline for reserving a room at the Westin Poinsett Hotel in Greenville is today (tel. 864-421-9700).

March 4: Georgia Land Conservation Council meeting in Atlanta. The agenda will include a legislative update. Details to follow.

March 12: Water trails workshop at the Georgia Wildlife Federation’s Alcovy Conservation Center in Covington. Workshop goals include networking, learning about water trail efforts across the state and finding opportunities to collaborate. Sponsored by Georgia River Network. For details, go to: www.garivers.org/events/watertrailss.htm
March 17-19: 2010 Southeast Land Conservation Conference. See lead article.
April 1: Monitoring reports are due to GA DNR in order for “qualified” land trusts to remain qualified for 2010. Also due by April 1st are completed Qualified Organization Applications. Go to: www.glcp.ga.gov/taxcredit
May 15: Deadline for filing your Form 990 if you file on a calendar year basis. Failure to do so for three consecutive years will automatically result in the loss of  tax exempt status. See article starting on page 1.
June 10: Georgia Land Conservation Council meeting. Details to follow.

July 1: The registration fee for the Land Trust Alliance’s Conservation Defense Insurance program increases by 50%. So send in your commitment letter before then. The detailed Terms & Conditions is available with other background information on the Alliance website at www.lta.org/cdinsurance
October 2 – 5: Rally 2010 in Hartford, Connecticut (www.rally@lta.org)
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