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Governor recommends funds for land acquisition in FY 2011 budget: On page 400 of the Governor’s recommended budget for FY 2011 is an enigmatic phrase: “water and sewer construction and land conservation grants and loans, statewide - $25,000,000.” If approved, the funds would come from General Obligation Debt Sinking Fund 20-year bonds. Information is not available on how the $25 million would be divided between construction projects, land conservation grants and loans. You can check out page 400 of the FY 2011 budget at: http://www.opb.state.ga.us/budget-information/budget-publications/govenor%27s-budget-recommendations.aspx
Legislative Monitor available by subscription: Interested in staying up to date on what’s happening in the General Assembly? The Georgia Conservation Voters Education Fund is offering a subscription to its 2010 Legislative Monitor. Produced weekly during the General Assembly session and distributed by email, the Monitor provides information on conservation-related legislation, resolutions and committee meetings.   Helpfully, changes in status from the previous week are highlighted in red. The Monitor is non-partisan, objective and low-cost ($100). Go to www.gavoters.com
Accreditation indicator practices reduced to 26: Effective March 31, the Land Trust Alliance will reduce the number of accreditation indicator practices from 37 to 26. The adjustment is in response to the Accreditation Commission’s systematic review of the accreditation process, which found that redundancy could be eliminated while retaining the rigor of the review and the integrity of the accreditation program. 

As part of the changes in the indicator practices, the Accreditation Commission has released revised application materials that reduce redundancy, including a revised Application Handbook (see www.landtrustaccreditation.org). New applicants must still provide much of the same documentation that previous applicants provided but multiple requests for the same type of document have been reduced by reorganizing the application and removing some of the overlapping indicator practices. Also eliminated were some of the areas that were found not to be material to the Commission’s decisions (examples: your land trust’s investment policy or strategic goals or board size). According to the Commission, “the standard of compliance has not changed and each applicant will be subject to a review as comprehensive and detailed as the applicants that have come before them.”

The deleted indicator practices are 1 A, 1 B, 3 B, 4 C, 6 A, 6 F, 8 G, 9 A, 9 K, 10 A and 11 D. 

For land trusts aggressively pursuing accreditation – and there’s still some room in the class of 2010 - there may be some financial assistance available to help you prepare your application (contact hans@GaLandCC.com for information). Also, on March 17, the Southeast U.S. Land Conservation Conference in Greenville will feature a day-long hands-on clinic to help you prepare for accreditation and complete the new application (advance registration for the session required). The Land Trust Alliance will soon launch “Pathways to Accreditation” as part of its offerings on The Learning Center. 
Some other changes of note:

· An electronic filing option will be available for project documentation;

· A willful disregard of a non-indicator practice may result in questions from the Commission;

· The Commission may require withdrawal rather than just recommend it;

· Be prepared before applying; the Commission intends to reduce its counseling role.

· Keep track of your time; the Commission will want to know if these changes reduce the time it takes to become accredited.

News from the Georgia Conservation Tax Credit Program: Kristina Sorensen has provided the following updates:
1.  A new tax credit summary report for 2006-2009 has been posted on our website.  Over 55,000 acres have been approved through the program to date.  See  www.glcp.ga.gov\taxcredit for the link.

2.  Letters will be going out next week to all GCTCP qualified organizations requesting annual monitoring reports of selected properties.  The monitoring reports are due by April 1st in order to remain qualified for 2010.

3.  Also due by April 1st are completed Qualified Organization Applications.  The applications and supporting documentation need to be submitted every year to remain qualified.  Applications are available on the website.  For convenience, all current qualified organizations will also be receiving a copy of the application with their monitoring request letters.  

4.  Reminder that the new version of the tax credit certification application should be used (May 09).  Older versions are longer accepted and should be discarded.

5. Become a fan of the GLCP!  The GLCP now has a facebook page which can be reached through a link on our website or at  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Atlanta-GA/Georgia-Land-Conservation-Program/138160144275   Check it out for updates on the latest GLCP projects and land conservation news in Georgia and to network with fellow land conservation supporters.  Please suggest to friends!


Training opportunities
Southeast U.S. Land Conservation Conference: The annual event, nicknamed the “Greenville Conference” after its location in Greenville, South Carolina, will be held March 17 – 19 at the Westin Poinsett Hotel and Conference Center. Sessions begin at 2:00 PM on March 17 (although the accreditation work plan session will begin at 8:30 AM) and will conclude at 12:15 on March 19. Details of the agenda including on-line registration will be posted by the Land Trust Alliance next week. 
Some highlights include sessions on: 

· Developing an accreditation work plan for your land trust

· Board engagement summit

· Connecting conservation and communities

· Conservation easement management and defense

· Conservation financing

· Starting your land trust on the right path

· Introduction to accreditation

· Speed counseling clinic with LTA-Southeast faculty
· Demystifying key accreditation indicator practices

· Strategic conservation planning through a fresh water lens

· Financial management of land trusts

· Conservation in a time of climate change (strategic partnerships)

· Fundraising in challenging times

· Horse-friendly conservation easements

· Financing parks and local conservation (ballot measures)

· Keynote speeches by Rand Wentworth, President of the Land Trust Alliance, and Mark Ackelson, President of the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation and co-founder of the Land Trust Alliance.

Executive Director training: Two additional training opportunities are on the horizon – one is a five-day session for land trust leaders to be held in Asilomar, California; registration is due February 5; for details, contact Wendy Ninteman, Western Director of the Land Trust Alliance at 406-549-2750 or wninteman@lta.org  The other is the Executive Director Leadership Program offered by the Institute for Conservation Leadership, a nine-month program. For details, contact the Institute at www.icl.org Application deadline is March 10.
Job opening
Natural Resources Conservation Service: The NRCS in Athens is looking for a conservation easement specialist. The vacancy is now posted www.usajobs.gov

Some details: 

Vacancy Announcement #: AT310074
Who May Apply: US Citizens and Status Candidates
Pay Plan: GS-0401/0457-09/11
Appointment Term: Permanent
Job Status: Full-Time
Opening Date: 01/15/2010 to 02/04/2010
Salary Range: From $47,448.00 to $74,628.00 USD per year

Changes

Smith Bagley, former President of the Sapelo Foundation, died January 2 in Bethesda, Maryland. Smith, who owned a home on St. Simons Island, was also a business executive, philanthropist and major contributor to national Democratic candidates. Through the Sapelo Foundation, he supported a number of environmental initiatives in Georgia that ranged from barrier island and salt marsh protection to water conservation. He was a consummate host, loving to personally serve roasted oysters to his guests while singing “Butter Beans.” He did a lot for Georgia’s environment. He was an unsung hero!
Dr. Robert Keller is now the Executive Director of the Tybee Island Land Trust. Long time TILT leader Mallory Pierce remains President. Expect the group to become much more active across Georgia and possibly beyond. Robert can be reached at 706-273-9173 or rkellerphd@gmail.com 
Terry DeMeo King has left Tetra Tech to become an independent contractor under her own consulting firm, TD King Consultants, where she serves as president. She can be reached at 404-276-4962 or TDKingConsultants@comcast.net Among the hats Terry has worn in the past were as Secretary of the Oconee River Land Trust, Natural Resources Policy Advisor to Governor Perdue and Executive Director of the Chattahoochee Hill Country Conservancy.
Dates

February 16: Georgia Conservation Voters Education Fund’s 2010 Environmental Legislative Breakfast, to be held at the Georgia Railroad Freight Depot’s Blue Room from 7:30 to 9:00 AM. For a ticket or to become a sponsor of the event, contact GCVEF at www.gavoters.com
February 23: Informational conference call on the Land Trust Alliance’s proposed conservation defense insurance program starting at 4:00 PM ET. Call 1-800-803-0998 and enter the passcode 559933#. Send questions prior to the call to Leslie Ratley-Beach at lrbeach@lta.org
March 17 – 19: Southeast US Land Conservation Conference, Greenville, SC. See article starting on page 2, above. On-line registration starts next week.
April 1: Monitoring reports are due to GA DNR in order for “qualified” land trusts to remain qualified for 2010. Also due by April 1st are completed Qualified Organization Applications. See article starting on page 2, above.
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