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Land conservation loans at two percent interest are now available for most Georgia counties: Last week, the board of the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority (GEFA) approved a reduction in the interest rate for land conservation loans charged to “conditionally eligible” counties under the OneGeorgiaAuthority. Now, all counties except those in the metro Atlanta area and Dade and Catoosa Counties are eligible for 2% loans from the Georgia Land Conservation Program. With some $44 million in available loan funds, this reduction, combined with the recently-adopted Rule change to fix the bridge loan problem (see Land Conservation News number 151) should make it easier for land trusts operating in Albany, Athens, Augusta, Brunswick, Columbus, Jasper, Macon, Rome, Savannah and Valdosta to partner with local governments to borrow money to conserve lands. The ineligible Atlanta-area counties can still get land conservation loans at 3%.
GA Land Conservation Council considers future: At yesterday’s Council meeting in Atlanta, Program Director Curt Soper made a dry run of a presentation to be given both to outgoing Governor Sonny Perdue and the incoming Governor. Elements of the presentation included the history of the program, differences with previous land conservation programs, the program’s conservation easement strategy, funding, track record, focus areas (Lower Altamaha, Silver Lake and Lookout Mountain), current trends and looking forward. 
Among the current trends: many conservation lands are on the market but there is little money available to buy them; there are also a lot of recently foreclosed properties with high conservation value; land owners are changing (e.g., 60% of Georgia farmers – who own 6.2 million acres – are over 55); and the revolving loan fund is not fully utilized.
Ideas for the Council moving forward include: actively supporting the expanded Federal tax incentives for land conservation including making them permanent; continuing to subsidize the costs of donating conservation easements to the state; making the tax credit transferable; earmarking some funds for family farm conservation; leveraging support of Department of Defense ACUB lands; help local governments raise money for land conservation; modify the loan fund with more favorable terms; and supporting the NGO initiative to get a permanent source of funding for land conservation. 
Curt asked the Council and partners (you!) to comment on the ideas; Curt can be reached at curt@gefa.ga.gov The Council took no action on the ideas but asked for copies of the presentation. The Council’s next meeting will be on December 2, with time and location to be determined.

Amicalola Falls Land Trust Assembly – Register now; deadlines approach: Register and reserve a room now for the Amicalola Falls Land Trust Assembly to be held October 25 and 26 starting at 11:00 AM Monday and ending at noon on Tuesday. The event will take place at the Amicalola Falls State Park and Lodge near Dawsonville. The Assembly will feature sessions on implementing the State Wildlife Action Plan, building strong and responsible boards, conservation easement defense and management, developing successful fundraising strategies and discussions of the future of land conservation in Georgia. The Land Trust Alliance – Southeast Program and the Georgia Land Conservation Center are sponsoring the event. The Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia is the host. To reserve a room at the Lodge, call 706-265-8888. To register for the event, fill out the form at the end of this newsletter and send it to the Georgia Land Conservation Center at 380 Meigs Street, Athens, GA 30601. Questions? Contact Hans Neuhauser at 706-546-7507 or hans@galandcc.com
Dates:
Sept. 10: Last day to reserve a room at the Crowne Plaza Hartford Downtown (click to connect) to get the special Rally rate of $149 plus tax. The other Rally hotels, the Marriott and Hilton hotels are full.  
September 11: Deadline for public comment on the Prospectus for the Georgia Wetlands and Streams Trust Fund. See the August 13 issue of Land Conservation News (#153) for details.

September 15: Deadline for signing up for the Land Trust Alliance’s conservation defense insurance program at a reduced rate (the fee increases 50% on Sept. 16). For details, go to www.lta.org/cdinsurance
September 17 at midnight (deadline has been extended): Registration for Rally 2010 - the National Land Conservation Conference ends. For details, go to www.lta.org/rally Questions? Call 202-638-4725. For $30 more, you can just arrive at Rally and register there.  
September 23: Madison-Morgan Conservancy is hosting a Conservation Easement Workshop, to be held at the Burge Plantation in Mansfield, GA, from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Topics include conservation easement basics (presented by Katherine Eddins and Justin Park, GA Land Trust), how to design a conservation easement that works for you (Eddins & Park), tax and estate planning, farm policy and farmland transition (Allen H. Olson, Attorney), and the state tax credit: process and incentives (Kristina Sorensen, GA DNR). The cost of the session is $15 including lunch. To register, contact Christine McCauley at M-MC, 706-342-9252 or mmconservancy@mindspring.com
September 25: Deadline for early registration for the Amicalola Falls Land Trust Assembly; after today, the registration fee increases from $25 to $35. Also, the block of rooms at the Amicalola Lodge will be released today as well. See article on page 1.

September 29-30: The Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources Continuing Education Program at the University of Georgia will hold a two-day short course titled “Conservation Easements for Forest Landowners” on September 29-30 at the Georgia Center for Continuing Education in Athens. The course offers a comprehensive overview of legal, appraisal, base line information, tax incentives, and other inputs needed for a successful conservation easement agreement. Speakers include forest estate taxation experts, attorneys specializing in land trust related issues, qualified general real estate appraisers, leaders with several land trusts, and landowners who have adopted conservation to protect their land. Instructors and speakers are Dr. Harry Haney, Professor Emeritus, Virginia Tech; Katherine Eddins, Executive Director, GA Land Trust; Mark Pentecost, Deputy Director, GA Land Trust; and Jack Sawyer, Attorney. The cost for the course is $295.00 through Sept. 8 and $345.00 after. The course offers 12.5 CFEs and CLEs for Foresters and 14 CE for Real Estate Agents and Appraisers. For more information or to register see www.conted.warnell.uga.edu or contact Ingvar Elle at 706-583-0566 or ielle@warnell.uga.edu.
October 2-5: Rally 2010 in Hartford, Connecticut. For details, go to www.lta.org/rally Questions? Call 202-638-4725.

October 25-26: Amicalola Falls Land Trust Assembly at the Amicalola Falls State Park and Lodge (see article on page 1 and next page for registration form).
Changes
Mike Gleaton, Director of the Planning and Environmental Management Division in the Department of Community Affairs will be retiring at the end of the year.

Marc Hudson is the new program director for the Chattahoochee Valley Land Trust; he can be reached at 706-718-3324 or mhudson@galandtrust.org
Justin Park is now operating out of the Georgia Land Trust’s Savannah Office. His cell number is 706-662-2211. The office number is 912-231-0507. His e-mail: jpark@galandtrust.org
Land Conservation News is a periodic communication produced by the Georgia Land Conservation Center for land trust leaders and others who care about the future of open space in Georgia. To subscribe or to contribute news items, please contact Hans Neuhauser at the Georgia Land Conservation Center: 706-546-7507 or hans@galandcc.com
See next page for Amicalola Falls Land Trust Assembly Registration Form

REGISTRATION

To register for the Assembly, please complete the form below and send it to the Georgia Land Conservation Center, 380 Meigs Street, Athens, GA 30601 along with your registration fee ($25 if mailed on or before September 25; $35 if mailed after September 25 or payable at the door). Please make your check payable to the Georgia Land Conservation Center and indicate that it is for the Amicalola Assembly.

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Name for your nametag if different: __________________________________________

Title: __________________________________________________________________

Affiliation: ______________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________


   _________________________________________

Telephone: ______________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________

Registration fee enclosed: _____ Yes;  _____ No

If mailed on or before September 25: $25 

If mailed after September 25 or payable at the door: $35

Please indicate your workshop preferences so we can have enough handouts for everyone:

	Workshop
	I plan to attend (yes/no)

	Opportunities for implementing the State Wildlife Action Plan
	

	Building strong & responsible boards
	

	Conservation easement defense, part I
	

	Conservation easement defense, part II
	

	Developing successful fundraising strategies
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