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Corps of Engineers seeking comments on the proposed Prospectus for the Georgia Wetlands and Streams Trust Fund: Since the establishment of the GWSTF in 1997, the program has helped land trusts and government entities permanently preserve 29 sites and 4798 acres of land including 1480 acres of wetlands and 31.2 miles of streams. 

The Savannah District of the US Army Corps of Engineers is currently revising the operating procedures for the GWSTF to bring them into conformity with the new Rule for Compensatory Mitigation for Losses of Aquatic Resources (Federal Register, April 10, 2008) and to make the procedures similar to those required of commercial mitigation banks. Because the GWSTF has been and –hopefully – will continue to be an important source of funds for wetlands and streams preservation in Georgia, you are urged to review the Prospectus and provide comments on it to the Corps by no later than September 11 (see below for information on how to get a copy and how to comment). 

The new Prospectus contains a number of significant changes to the way the GWSTF will operate. Many of them will place new requirements and burdens on our partners. These include:
· The Georgia Land Conservation Center (GLCC) will be the Program Sponsor of the GWSTF and Hans Neuhauser will be its Director. 

· Our traditional local partners will be Site Specific Project Partners.

· The GWSTF may only be used for mitigation if there is no commercial mitigation bank in the vicinity of the permitted impact with credits to sell. 

· Land acquisition and any initial improvements must be made within three years of receipt of funds. Extensions may be granted by the District Engineer on a case-by-case basis. 

· On receipt of payments, GLCC assumes legal responsibility for the funds until they are applied to a site specific project; at that time, the legal responsibility shifts to the Site Specific Project Partner. This has always been the case but the new Prospectus makes it clear.

· If the Partner is a land trust and if it will permanently hold title or a conservation easement on the site, the land trust must be accredited. The land trust need not be accredited if they only serve as an intermediary to a transaction. This will allow groups like The Trust for Public Land and The Conservation Fund to continue to be Project Partners.
· Land acquisition must take place in the same Primary Service Area as the permitted impact (e.g., Upper Chattahoochee or Lower Savannah). The GLCC can ask the District Engineer for permission to move the funds to another PSA.

· In selecting mitigation projects, GLCC and our Partners will use a watershed approach. This includes trying to mitigate for impacts on a type-by-type basis (e.g. replace lost bottomland hardwoods with bottomland hardwoods or salt marsh for salt marsh).

· Preservation projects must meet five basic criteria, including “the resources are under threat of destruction or adverse modification.”

· Each project must have a mitigation plan that “includes objectives, site selection, site protection instrument, baseline information, determination of credits, mitigation work plan, maintenance plan, performance standards, monitoring requirements, long-term management plan, adaptive management plan, and financial assurances.” 
· Once a project has been approved but before funds can be transferred to the Project Partner, a number of documents must be submitted to the Corps including a Draft Conservation Land Use Agreement, the draft Conservation Easement, an appraisal, survey, title search and proof of insurance, baseline documentation, detailed budget, long-term management needs and cost estimates and where the money will come from.

· Monitoring will focus on physical, chemical and ecological integrity of the aquatic resources being preserved and compliance with the site-specific mitigation plan.
To obtain a copy of the Corps’ Public Notice, go to the web site: https://sasweb.sas.usace.army.mil/jpn/ and go to Public Notice dated 8/11/2010: 2010 00577 – To establish an In-lieu Fee Program to provide compensatory mitigation – Georgia. In accessing the site, the following warning may appear on your computer screen: “There is a problem with this website’s security certificate.” If so, override this warning by clicking on: “Continue to this website (not recommended).”

To comment on the Prospectus in writing, send them to the Commander, Savannah District, US Army Corps of Engineers, ATTENTION: William Rutlin, 1590 Adamson Parkway, Suite 200, Morrow, Georgia 30260-1777 no later than September 11. Please refer to the Georgia Land Conservation Center In Lieu Fee Program and the application number SAS-2010-00577. Questions? Contact Mr. Rutlin at 678-422-2723.  
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