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Act TODAY if you want a job with the Turner Foundation: The Turner Foundation is looking for a Program Officer to oversee their Safeguarding Habitat Program, which focuses on supporting efforts to protect biodiversity through conservation of terrestrial and marine habitats in the United States and selected international locations. In the US, the ecoregional focus includes several locations in Georgia including the Southeast Coastal Plain and the Red Hills Region of southwest Georgia. Interested candidates should send a resume and cover letter to Ray Goodreau, Turner Foundation at rayg@turnerfoundation.org The application deadline is today.
Conservation Defense Insurance Program signup deadline extended: This from Leslie Ratley-Beach: “I am amazed at the land trust response to the proposed conservation defense insurance program.  As of June 30, 405 land trusts from 46 states committed 16,367 properties.   We have soared past the first goal toward feasibility of the proposed program! 
“A continual surge of support prior to the Alliance board meeting at Rally would be phenomenal. I'd like to ask for your help in securing even more land trust commitments by Rally in order to make the strongest case to the Alliance board, potential foundation and major individual funders, and supporters. At Rally, the board will decide if we proceed to the next phase of raising $4 to $5 million in capital for the program.  If we can reach the stretch goal of 100 more land trusts by Rally that would be 505 land trusts, or half of all eligible organizations in America.
“To help encourage more commitments, the Alliance has extended the deadline to September 15, 2010 for the lower leadership rate on the one-time registration fee.  It will increase by 50% on September 16 and will increase again prior to commencement of the program if the Alliance board votes to start it. 

Rulemaking for the bridge loan fix under way; public meeting July 20: The Georgia Environmental Finance Authority (GEFA) has proposed revisions to the Rules and Regulations governing the Georgia Land Conservation Program to accommodate changes in the law recently made by the General Assembly. The proposed changes are relatively benign: GEFA’s name is changed to the new Georgia Environmental Finance Authority in several places and under Criteria for the Award of Funds (305-01-.07), adds:
“or for fee simple acquisitions by nongovernmental entities pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 12-6A-2(10)(e), the following language must be included as a Special Condition to the loan contract: ‘this property shall not be disposed of except for conservation purposes, as that term is defined by O.C.G.A. § 12-6A-2(5), during the period that this loan is outstanding.’ “
A public meeting on the proposed Rule will be held on July 20 at the GEFA office at 233 Peachtree Street, Peachtree Center, Harris Tower, Suite 900 in downtown Atlanta starting at 9:00 AM. Written comments are welcome but must be received by 5 PM on August 2. You can e-mail your comments to Andrew Szwak at GEFA at Andrew@gefa.ga.gov The GEFA Board will consider the Rule change at their September 21 meeting starting at 10:00 AM at the GEFA office. The meeting is open to the public. For additional details, call GEFA at 404-584-1000.
Preparing for Climate Change workshop to be held in Savannah July 28th: Georgia DNR’s  Sapelo Island National Estuarine Research Reserve and Coastal Resources Division are planning a “Preparing for Climate Change” workshop for planners and coastal resource managers who are planning for climate change in their communities. The meeting will be held at the Coastal Georgia Center on July 28 from 8:30 AM to 4:45 PM. The workshop is free but space is limited. The registration deadline is July 22.


Coastal areas will be among the first to experience the effects of climate change. Melting polar ice is already causing sea levels to rise. This affects low-lying coastal areas in several ways. Land occupied and used by humans may be inundated. Plant and animal communities may be altered by flooding and rising water temperatures. The ability of
wetlands to buffer against storms may be compromised. In this practical and relevant training designed for planners and decision makers, you will hear from experts about climate impacts to Southeast shorelines and leave with specific action steps to prepare for
climate change in your work. The training will cover the fundamentals of how to plan for climate change, how to conduct a vulnerability assessment, how local regulations could address climate change, and how other governments are taking on the challenge of preparing for climate change. You will also become familiar with key data sources and learn specific strategies for engaging stakeholders in climate change preparedness. Finally, the training will include exercises designed to help you consider possible climate vulnerabilities and adaptation strategies in your community. 

To register, please follow the link below.  (If you have not registered through this site before, please click first on Student Profile in the right column and return to the workshop page to register for the program.)
http://www.sapeloislandnerr-ctp.org/Workshops/Coastal-Training-Workshops/Preparing-for-Climate-Change/65.aspx

A block of rooms has been reserved at the nearby Hampton Inn for all
out of town participants.  You can make on-line reservations by clicking
on the following link: 

http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/SAVHSHX-PCC-20100727/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
  
The hotel reservation deadline is July 9th.

America the Beautiful quarters: Building on the popularity of the state quarters series, the U.S. Mint will be producing five quarters a year depicting National Parks and other special sites over the next ten years. Each state will have one site; for Georgia, the choice is Cumberland Island National Seashore. But you’ll have to wait. It is scheduled to be released in 2018. 

Land Conservation News is a periodic communication produced by the Georgia Land Conservation Center for land trust leaders and others who care about the future of open space in Georgia. To subscribe or to contribute news items, please contact Hans Neuhauser at the Georgia Land Conservation Center: 706-546-7507 or hans@galandcc.com
PAGE  
1

