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Accreditation alerts: Planning to become accredited? If so, there are five remaining slots for the class of 2010, round 3. Registration closes August 18 and pre-applications are due September 2. The full application is due November 18. Registration is also now open for all the rounds in the class of 2011.

For those of you considering applying for accreditation, please be familiar with the Land Trust Accreditation Commission’s Guidance Documents and be able to meet the requirements outlined in them. The Guidance Documents change from time to time (including several this year) and you have to be able to demonstrate compliance with the current guidelines, even if they were promulgated after you applied. Fair warning.  
Funds available for wetlands and streams preservation: The Georgia Land Conservation Center is currently holding funds in the Georgia Wetlands and Streams Trust Fund for the preservation of wetlands and/or streams in specific regions of Georgia.
	Primary Service Area
	Wetlands Funds Available
	Streams Funds Available

	Altamaha

	$ 0
	$ 0

	Chattahoochee – Lower
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Chattahoochee – Middle
	$ 8,345.60
	$ 0

	Chattahoochee – Upper
	$ 20,587.69
	$ 0

	Coosa - Upper
	$ 12,589.06
	$ 0

	Etowah
	$ 204,817.23
	$ 0

	Flint – Lower
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Flint – Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Oconee – Upper
	$ 469.60
	$ 0

	Ocmulgee - Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Ogeechee
	$26,373.69
	$ 77,952.73

	Satilla

	$ 0
	$ 23,892.64

	Savannah – Lower
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Savannah – Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Tallapoosa - Upper
	$ 201,132.35
	$ 0

	Tennessee
	$ 129,061.25
	$ 40,606.39

	Withlacoochee
	$ 0
	$ 0


In addition to these funds, there may be about $320,000 available for a preservation project in the Conasauga River Basin area (Upper Coosa) if a good project can be found. For additional information, contact Hans Neuhauser at 7060546-7507 or hans@galandcc.com
GEFA to revise the rules for the Georgia Land Conservation Act: The Georgia Environmental Finance Authority is currently drafting new rules for the Act to incorporate the changes brought about by the passage of the bridge loan fix legislation (SB 402) which was signed by Governor Perdue on June 4. The rule changes should include clarification of what “organizational documents” are needed to demonstrate that your nongovernmental entity qualifies for the bridge loans and the nature of the contractual agreement between your entity and GEFA regarding land disposal during the period of the outstanding loan.

Landowner’s Guide to Conservation Incentives in Georgia available on line: The fourth edition of this comprehensive guide is now available on the GA DNR Wildlife Resources Division web site (www.georgiawildlife.com) and should be available shortly on the Georgia Land Conservation Program web site (www.glcp.ga.gov). Topics in the Guide include technical assistance, financial assistance, incentives for land conservation (including conservation easements and tax incentives) and directories. It’s a good resource to have to help you answer frequently-asked questions. 
GLCC examines strengths, weaknesses and next steps: At its annual retreat on June 17, the Georgia Land Conservation Council considered its current operations and came up with a list of things to do in preparation for the election of the next Governor. According to Curt Soper, these include: 

1. Use statewide region wide planning process as a new platform for collaboration and to include land conservation initiatives;
2. Market the concept of credit stacking and generating revenue streams on conservation lands more aggressively; 

3. Bring together nontraditional private sector groups including bankers, realtors, CPA’s and developers to market the economic benefits and opportunities with land conservation; 
4. Reach out to the Speaker, Lieutenant Governor, and legislative leaders regarding GLCP; 
5. Keep in touch with private sector partners and their efforts to engage gubernatorial candidates and establish a dedicated funding source.  Follow up post election. 
6. Work with GA DOT and become engaged in their mitigation program implementation; 

7. Map, publish, and market GLCP success stories; 
8. Sit down with key banking organizations (GA Banking Association, Alliance of Community Bankers, FDIC) and pursue conservation options for foreclosed properties; 
9. Research successes in other states and identify opportunities for Georgia;
10. Get existing loan funds in circulation utilizing SB 402 and any flexibility available through GEFA and the Clean Water Act State Revolving Fund; 
11. Summarize and share the GLCP legacy with current Governor and be prepared to engage the Governor-elect; 
Land Trust Alliance board postpones revisions to Land Trust Standards and Practices: The LTA board has decided for the time being not to try to revise the current conservation easement amendment policy (Practice 11 I) and other practices. Thus, the debate over the need for some kind of public oversight of easement amendments has moved to the indefinite back burner.
Public listening session on President Obama’s America’s Great Outdoors Initiative to be held in Asheville, NC on July 15: (Editor’s note: This is a news release) “In April, at the White House Conference on America’s Great Outdoors, President Obama established the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative to develop a conservation and recreation agenda worthy of the 21st century and to reconnect Americans with our great outdoors. The President understands that protecting and restoring the lands and waters that we love and reconnecting people to the outdoors must be community driven and supported. 
 

“The President directed the Secretaries of Interior and Agriculture, Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality to lead this effort and to listen and learn from people all over the country.  Please join senior representative of these agencies for a public listening session and discussion on land conservation, recreation, and reconnecting Americans to the great outdoors.
 

“In the Southeast, many citizens and organizations are deeply involved in the conservation of working farms, forests, lakes, and rivers, scenic lands, and historic areas, and in celebrating and enjoying the region’s rich outdoor and cultural heritage.
 

“This public listening session and discussion is an opportunity for leaders of the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative to hear from you about solutions for building a 21st century conservation and recreation agenda and reconnecting all Americans with the outdoors. Please join us – here are the details:
 

“Listening Session and Discussion Information:
 

When:             Thursday, July 15, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm         
                                                        
What:              Public Listening Session on President Obama’s America’s Great Outdoors Initiative
 

Where:            Asheville-Buncombe County Technical Institute; Asheville Campus
340 Victoria Road, Asheville, NC 28801 (Map & Directions)
 

Who:               Representatives from DOI, USDA, EPA, and CEQ will be present to hear your thoughts and to participate in a conversation with you about land conservation, recreation, and reconnecting Americans to the great outdoors.
 

Register:          This event is free and open to the public and we will make every effort to accommodate everyone. To help with our planning, we encourage you to pre-register by Monday July 12. To pre-register, please email Teresa Lovelace (Teresa_Lovelace@nps.gov). Include with your email your name, organization, and primary area of interest:
 

         Working land, open space, and landscape conservation
         Outdoor Recreation
         Youth engagement and environmental education.
         General Discussion”
The Land Trust Alliance public policy staff has some talking points you might use at the Listening Session. Contact Sean Robertson at 202-638-4725, ext. 319 or srobertson@lta.org  for details.

Changes

Glenn Dowling stepped down from his position as Executive Vice President of the Georgia Wildlife Federation on June 30. He tells us that he wants to “continue contributing to future conservation efforts of water, land, air and wildlife resources for future generations of Georgians.” He can be reached at 404-797-4757 or punchdowling@comcast.net
Dr. Dick Field, the recently retired Environmental Coordinator for the Athens-Clarke County Unified Government, has joined the board of the Georgia Land Conservation Center in Athens.

The Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia not only has a new Executive Director, Liz Cole (706-253-4077 or lcole@mctga.org), they have five new board members: Jim Barmeyer, Doug David, Tom Kowalski, Diane Minick and Barbara Wylly.
Ross King, the primary instigator of the Association of County Commissioners of Georgia’s substantive leadership in land conservation, has been promoted to Executive Director of ACCG. He can be reached at 404-522-5022, ext. 111 or rking@accg.org
Becky Rowden with the Office of Counsel, Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will retire August 28. She has been the principal architect and leader of the District’s In Lieu Fee Mitigation Program which is managed by the Georgia Land Conservation Center. The program has provided over $9 million for the preservation of 4,798 acres of land in Georgia including 1,480 acres of wetlands and 31 miles of streams. 

Dates

July 12: Pre-registration deadline for the public listening session on President Obama’s America’s Great Outdoors Initiative to be held in Asheville, NC on July 15. See article on page 3 for details.

July 15: Public listening session on President Obama’s America’s Great Outdoors Initiative, Asheville, NC. See article on page 3 for details.

August 9: Early registration for Rally 2010 ends; after today, the fee increases by $60. Go to www.lta.org/rally to register and for details

August 18: Registration closes on the accreditation class of 2010, round 3. See article on page 1.
September 2: Next meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council. Details to be determined.

October 2-5: Rally 2010 in Hartford, Connecticut. Go to www.lta.org/rally to register and for details.

October 25-26: Amicalola Falls Land Trust Assembly at the Amicalola Falls State Park and Lodge near Dawsonville. Planned topics will include opportunities to implement the State Wildlife Action Plan, building strong boards, conservation easement defense and management, developing successful fundraising strategies and more. The assembly is sponsored by the Land Trust Alliance – Southeast Region and the Georgia Land Conservation Center and is hosted by the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia. Details to follow. 

Land Conservation News is a periodic communication produced by the Georgia Land Conservation Center for land trust leaders and others who care about the future of open space in Georgia. To subscribe or to contribute news items, please contact Hans Neuhauser at the Georgia Land Conservation Center: 706-546-7507 or hans@galandcc.com
� The Altamaha Primary Service Area includes the Lower Ocmulgee and Lower Oconee Rivers.


� The Satilla PSA includes the St. Marys River
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