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NRCS Georgia wants “shovel ready” projects for FY 11 funding ASAP: Georgia has done a poor job in the last few years in submitting viable proposals to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) National Headquarters in Washington DC for funding under the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP). A push is on to try to do better for FY 2011. If you have a proposal that can be closed quickly, please contact NRCS Easement Specialist Sharon Holbrooks as soon as possible but no later than July 1 (direct line: 706-546-2203 or sharon.holbrooks@ga.usda.gov)
NRCS is also developing a State FRPP Plan for Georgia and a ranking process for project proposals. NRCS grant funds may also be available to help you hold landowner workshops, targeted at farmers and addressing farm estate planning and landowner transitioning topics. GA DNR’s Nongame Conservation Section would love to help with these workshops. To get involved, contact Sharon Holbrooks.
Governor signs bridge loan fix legislation: On June 4, Governor Perdue signed SB 402, which amends the Georgia Land Conservation Act and fixes the bridge loan problem. The amendments authorize “nongovernmental entities (whose primary purpose is the permanent protection and conservation of land and natural resources as evidenced by the organizational documents)” to obtain funds from GEFA’s revolving loan fund to acquire land “subject to a contractual agreement that ensures that the land will not be disposed of except for conservation purposes during the period that the loan is outstanding.” Interpretation: land trusts can now borrow money from the loan fund and sell the land to a government entity for what they paid for it (rather than at its restricted value). For the full text of the amendments, go to www.legis.state.ga.us and click on legislation, then enter SB 402.

Conservation Defense Insurance Program meets first goal: The Land Trust Alliance has reached its first goal of establishing the feasibility of the program of enrolling 12,000 easements.  Currently, there are 13,169 properties committed by 335 land trusts from 46 states.  According to Program Director Leslie Ratley-Beach, “even with this incredible level of participation, more would be better.  Foundations may be more eager to give the program the needed $4 to $5 million in capital if they see that over half of the land trusts in America have committed to this program.” So if your land trust has not yet committed to participating in the program, there is still time – but not much. There is less than three weeks before the July 1, 2010 deadline to register after which the fee increases by 50%.    

The Land Trust Alliance board will vote at their October meeting on proceeding with the next phase of raising the needed $4 to $5 million capital from foundations and major donors necessary to start the program.  After that, the Alliance board will have further opportunity to review the feasibility of this program and at least two more phases remain before potential start-up possibly in 2013.

Making the enhanced Federal tax incentives permanent – a “progress” report: On May 28, the House passed an “extenders” bill that included a one-year extension of the enhanced incentives to cover 2010. On June 9, the Senate approved several amendments to the House’s bill but they didn’t have the votes to pass the entire measure. A vote was put off until at least June 15. Meanwhile, key House leaders have expressed reservations about the Senate’s changes. According to the Land Trust Alliance’s public policy staff, “this frustrating game of legislative ping pong may continue indefinitely unless a conference is called to resolve these differences.” If there is a silver lining to this cloud, at least the enhanced incentives have been included in all versions of the bill. 
Dates
June 16-17: Georgia Land Conservation Council retreat, Amicalola Falls Lodge. If you plan to attend, RSVP to Curt Soper at 404-584-1083 or curt@gefa.ga.gov
June 28: America’s Great Outdoors listening session, Charleston, SC. This is your chance to weigh in on issues such as the importance of making the enhanced Federal tax incentives for land conservation permanent, the need for full funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund and improving the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program. The Charleston listening session is the only one currently scheduled for the southeast U.S. For details, contact Sean Robertson at the Land Trust Alliance: 202-638-4725, ext. 319 or srobertson@lta.org
July 1: Deadline for submitting projects to NRCS for FY11 funding. See article on page 1 for details.
July 1: Deadline for signing up for the Land Trust Alliance’s Conservation Defense Insurance Program; after that, the price increases by 50%.  If your land trust has not signed up for this “Get Out of Jail Free” card, now is the time to do it. For further information, call Leslie Ratley-Beach or go to www.lta.org/cdinsurance. 

August 9: Last day for early registration for Rally 2010. After that date, the fee goes up by $60. Register on line at www.lta.org/rally
October 2 – 5: Rally 2010 in Hartford, Connecticut. For details, go to www.lta.org/rally
October 25-26: Georgia Land Trust Assembly at Amicalola Falls State Park and Lodge. Hold the date. Georgia Conservancy President Pierre Howard has agreed to be the keynote speaker. Details to come.
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