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GA Land Conservation Council plans retreat to Amicalola Falls: The Georgia Land Conservation Council will be holding their annual retreat on June 16 & 17 at the Amicalola Falls State Park and Lodge northwest of Dawsonville. The meeting will start at 2:30 pm on June 16 with an open site tour of newly acquired sections of Dawson Forest Wildlife Management Area.  A dinner (6 pm) & reception (7 pm) with conservation partners will follow at the lodge. The formal Council meeting will take place starting at 8:30 am on June 17 at the lodge. The agenda includes approval of  minutes of the previous meeting, legislative updates, presentation and discussion with stakeholders and partners, emerging issues and next meeting date and location. The meeting is expected to end by noon. Space is limited on both the field trip and meeting room so if you plan to attend, please notify Curt Soper at 404-584-1083 or curt@gefa.ga.gov  To make reservations at the Amicalola Falls State Park and Lodge, call the lodge at 706-265-8888.
Georgia has land conservation bragging rights! The Land Trust Alliance’s Southeast Regional Program recently released the results of their 2010 Southeastern U.S. Land Trusts Survey Report. To obtain a copy of the Report, call 919-515-0760 or go to southeast@lta.org 

The report is chock-full of interesting statistics and provides some useful information for your speeches and newsletters. Among those of special interest to Georgia:

· Local and statewide land trusts protect 1,008,683 acres in the southeast through permanent conservation easements. A total of 1,871,041 acres are conserved using a variety of tools.
· Of the eleven southeastern states, Georgia ranks #4 (behind VA, NC & SC) in total acres protected, with 241,584 acres (this figure does not include national groups like The Nature Conservancy or government agencies).
· In 2009, Georgia ranked #1 in total acres protected, with 42,284 acres. This rank was probably achieved despite the nation’s deep economic recession because of (1) the expanded Federal tax incentives; (2) the state tax credit for land conservation; and (3) a lot of hard work by a lot of land conservationists – you!  
· The list of the top fifty land conservation organizations in the southeast includes seven land trusts that operate in Georgia: the Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy (rank #1); the Chattowah Open Land Trust/Georgia Land Trust (#2); the Chattahoochee Valley Land Trust (#19); the Land Trust for the Little Tennessee (#24); the Southeast Regional Land Conservancy (#43), the Central Savannah River Land Trust (#46); and the Georgia Land Conservation Center (#47). Also ranked were the Oconee River Land Trust, the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia, the Athens Land Trust, the Georgia Piedmont Land Trust, the Georgia Agricultural Land Trust, the St. Simons Land Trust and the Chattahoochee Hill Country Conservancy. Please remember that these rankings are based on acres saved – an inadequate measure for land trusts focused on suburban Atlanta and Georgia’s barrier islands. Also remember that some land trusts didn’t respond to the survey.
Fees for Give Wildlife a Chance specialty car tags increase but DNR’s Nongame Program would benefit more if you just sent them a check directly: On May 12, Governor Perdue signed HB 1055, legislation that among its many and varied provisions increases the fee that you will have to pay for your nongame wildlife car tag (see Section I-69). The price increases from a one-time fee of $25 to $60 at issuance ($25 manufacturing fee and $35 initial fee) and $35 each year to renew.  The wildlife tag has been a significant source of funds for Georgia’s Nongame Program with $22 of the $25 fee going to the Nongame Conservation Fund; over 61% of nongame funding came from this source. Under the new law, $10 of the initial fee and $10 of the renewal fee would go to DNR’s Nongame Wildlife Conservation and Wildlife Habitat Acquisition Fund. That makes the new fees among the highest in the country with the lowest percentage going to nongame programs. Do the comparative math: before the new law, nongame would get $22 over a three-year period; under the new law, nongame would get $30 over three years. But how many car owners will pay $130 for a tag for three years when they used to pay $25? Why not just send a $130 check to the Nongame Conservation and Habitat Acquisition Fund at 116 Rum Creek Drive, Forsyth, GA 31029? That way, nongame programs will get it all!   

Also of interest to nonprofits, HB 1055 increases the annual corporate registration fee to $50 and imposes an annual $300 fee on lobbyists.

Register for Rally 2010: Registration for the National Land Conservation Conference is now available on-line at www.lta.org/rally The program includes field trips and seminars on October 2 and 3, a board member summit on October 3, a southeast regional reception on October 3, and plenary sessions and workshops on October 4 & 5. Keynote speakers include Mark Terek, President of The Nature Conservancy, and Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior (invited). Check out the web site for details and registration information and forms. The field trips and seminars fill quickly, so get your registration in early to get your first choices!

Georgia Land Trust Assembly at Amicalola Falls to be held October 25 & 26: Mark your calendar for this Assembly sponsored by the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia, the Southeast Regional Office of the Land Trust Alliance and the Georgia Land Conservation Center. Details of the program are being worked out but will involve training sessions and an assembly of Georgia land trusts. The event will be held at the Amicalola Falls State Park and Lodge near Dawsonville. More details later. 

Changes:
Milt Bevington, one of the most influential board chairs in the history of The Georgia Conservancy, died on May 20. An obituary appeared in the Atlanta Constitution on May 23. A memorial service will be held at Christ the King Cathedral (Peachtree Street, Atlanta) on June 4.
Liz Cole will join the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia as its Executive Director on June 14. Acting Executive Director Mark Dickerson will retire – again.

Brenda Davis, Outreach Director for the Central Savannah River Land Trust, has resigned to join the Land Trust Alliance as their Leadership Services Manager. She can be reached at 202-638-4725 or bdavis@lta.org
Scott Davis (no relation to Brenda) was recently elected chairman of the board of the Central Savannah River Land Trust.

It will still be GEFA, but starting July 1, the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority will have a new name: the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority. Curt Soper will continue to be the Director of GEFA’s Land Resources Division and Andrew Szwak will continue as Manager of the Land Conservation Program.

Dates

June 2: Registration opens for the accreditation classes of 2011. The pre-application for Round 1 will be due February 23, 2011 and the application on May 18. The pre-application for Round 2 will be due August 25. For additional details, go to www.landtrustaccreditation.org
June 24: Gubernatorial Forum on Water and the Environment. Hear candidates in the 2010 governor’s race discuss their views on these important topics. Your participation will help demonstrate that Georgians want our next Governor to make clean water and a healthy environment a priority. Attendees will have an opportunity to submit questions to the candidates. The Forum will be held at the Savannah River Pavilion in Martinez north of Augusta on June 24 between 7:00 and 8:30 PM. To register and for additional information including directions, contact Georgia Conservation Voters at 404-522-8144.

July 1: Deadline for signing up for the Land Trust Alliance’s Conservation Defense Insurance Program; after that, the price increases by 50%. The program has reached more that 88% of its goal of enrolling 12,000 easements. If your land trust has not signed up for this “Get Out of Jail Free” card, now is the time to do it. For further information, call Leslie Ratley-Beach or go to www.lta.org/cdinsurcance. 
August 9: Last day for early registration for Rally 2010. After that date, the fee goes up by $60. Register on line at www.lta.org/rally
October 2 – 5: Rally 2010 in Hartford, Connecticut. See article on page 2. For details, go to www.lta.org/rally
October 25-26: Georgia Land Trust Assembly at Amicalola Falls. Hold the date. See article on page 2.
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