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Legislative Wrap-up: The Georgia General Assembly went home last night having passed a few measures that will positively effect land conservation:
Bridge loan legislative fix (SB 402): passed. This was an Administration bill so the Governor will sign it. In essence, it means that an NGO can borrow money from the GA Land Conservation Program (GLCP) and not have to encumber the land it purchases before selling it to a government entity. The GLCP has loan money available at 2 to 3% interest – maybe less; Curt Soper, Director of the Land Resources Division with GEFA, says: “Make me an offer.” 
Municipal grants of conservation easements (HB 1109): passed. This bill makes it easier for local governments to protect land using permanent conservation easements.

FY 2011 Budget bond package: $25 million was approved for “water and sewer construction and land conservation grants and loans.” It is still not public knowledge how much will go to land conservation grants, but since other funds were appropriated for water and sewer projects and since the GLCP loan fund still has over $40 million in it, the hope is that most of the $25 million will go to land conservation grants. Unlike previous grants, these funds have to result in the State owning the asset. For example, the grant of funds to purchase a conservation easement held by the state would qualify. The money also cannot be used for administrative purposes. The bond package will be offered in July and it may take several months to market them. So look for availability of funds in the fall or early winter. 
As reported earlier, the bill to make the conservation tax credit transferable (HB 1202) was withdrawn by the measure’s sponsor, Rep. Ron Stephens.
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