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Bridge loan legislative fix still a contender: SB 402, which would solve the bridge loan problem (allowing land trusts to borrow funds from the Georgia Land Conservation Program, buy land and then sell it to a government agency at cost) has passed most of the hurdles necessary to become law. The Senate passed the measure on March 17 and the House Natural Resources Committee passed it on April 14. The House Rules Committee needs to schedule the bill for a vote this week and then the full House needs to pass it. They have only four legislative days remaining - including today - in which to do it. Sine die is scheduled for April 29.
House budget removes the $25 million: The Governor requested $25 million in bond funds for “water and sewer construction and land conservation grants and loans, statewide.” The House version of the FY 2011 budget does not include the $25 million. The Senate version of the budget is expected today. If the Senate includes the requested funding, then the measure will have to go to conference committee to resolve the differences. If the Senate version does not include the funds, the proposal is probably dead for the year.

DNR posts new list of “qualified” land trusts: A new list of “qualified” organizations who can participate in the conservation tax credit program has been posted at www.glcp.ga.gov/taxcredit  (click on “Application materials for certification” on the left of the screen.) As of April 19, there were 24 organizations listed, including two historic preservation groups. Accredited land trusts are given special recognition. Please check to see if your land trust is listed and if the contact information is both correct and complete. If it’s not, please notify Kristina Sorensen at Kristina_Sorensen@dnr.state.ga.us
Land Trust Accreditation Commission issues new, revised and updated guidance documents: The Commission has released new guidance on meeting the financial review or audit requirements (practice 6 D): land trusts with annual revenue of under $100,000 should have an “annual compilation or evaluation by a Certified Public Accountant or qualified accountant.” An annual review is needed for land trusts with revenues between $100,000 and $250,000. An audit is called for if income exceeds $250,000.

The Commission has also issued revised guidance for recordkeeping (9 G), funding easement stewardship (11 A), funding land stewardship (12 A), baseline documentation report (11 B) and easement monitoring (11 C). Updated guidance is provided for most of the other indicator practices required for accreditation. To get copies of the new, revised and updated guidance, go to www.landtrustaccreditation.org and click on Newsroom.

Land Trust Alliance launches Pathways to Accreditation: Part of the Learning Center, Pathways will help your organization prepare for accreditation and to become a stronger organization. The major elements of the site (go to http://learningcenter.lta.org and click on “Pathways”) include an electronic version of Assessing Your Organization, a policy builder (to help create the policies required for accreditation) and preparing your application materials for accreditation. The site helps you organize both the tasks needed to become accredited and the team that will help do the work.  Look for training sessions in the near future to help you navigate and use this new tool. For example, on April 22, an on-line tour will be offered; go to www.lta.org/pathways for details.
Strategic Conservation Planning for Southeastern Freshwater Resources: Read a case study of how eight southeastern land trusts engaged in strategic conservation planning to integrate land conservation goals focused on the protection of critical stream corridors, watersheds and water supplies. The 42-page report is currently available on the Land Trust Alliance’s home page under “updates” (www.lta.org). 
The Community Land Trust Reader: Edited by John E. Davis and published by the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, this compilation of 46 essays and excerpts examines past, present and future of the community land trust movement: the seminal texts that inspired and defined the movement, contemporary applications and the trends, challenges and opportunities ahead. The essays also “stake out the expansive intellectual and political space within which the movement as a whole may find room to grow.” For ordering information, go to www.lincolninst.edu The cost is $35.

Climate change activist opportunity: Regardless of your views on the causes of climate change, it is changing and the changes will affect the way land trusts do their work. If you are interested in becoming an activist on the topic, the National Wildlife Federation is offering to cover travel costs for you, as a land trust representative, to come to Washington, DC for two days of briefings by NWF and Federal agencies and opportunities to talk with your Congressional representatives. The sessions will be on May 25-26. For details, contact Denise Schlener, National Programs Director at the Land Trust Alliance: dschlener@lta.org
Changes
Beth Gavrilles has accepted a part-time position of Outreach Coordinator with the Athens Land Trust. Beth also continues to be a mover and shaker with Athens Grow Green group. She can be reached at 706-613-0122.

Sharon Holbrooks, Private Lands Biologist with GA DNR’s Nongame Conservation Section, has accepted the position of Easement Specialist with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation Service in Athens. She will be working on conservation easements and other Farm Bill programs. She starts with NRCS at the end of April.

House Majority Leader Jerry Keen (R – St. Simons Island) has announced that he will not seek reelection at the end of his term. Representative Keen serves on the Advisory Council to the St. Simons Land Trust.

On April 13, the Savannah Bicycle Campaign announced that Frank McIntosh would be their new Executive Director. Frank will continue to assist the Georgia Land Trust with their web site and newsletter. He can be reached at 912-247-0255. You can check out the Campaign at http://bicyclecampaign.org/
More Dates

April 21: Land Trust Alliance webinar on “Running an Ethical Land Trust” starting at 7:00 pm. The instructor is Konrad Liegel. The cost is $50 per connection. To register, go to www.lta.org For more information, contact Mary Burke at mburke@lta.org
April 22: Online tour of the Land Trust Alliance’s new Pathways program, starting at 2:00 pm. For details, go to www.lta.org/pathways
April 28: Land Trust Alliance webinar on “Transactional Recordkeeping for Conservation Easements. The instructor is Jane Ellen Hamilton. The cost is $50 per connection. To register, go to www.lta.org For more information, contact Mary Burke at mburke@lta.org
April 30: Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program Discussion Workshop at the Old Jail, 380 Meigs Street, Athens from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to John Pershing at John.Pershing@gmail.com If you need directions, e-mail Hans Neuhauser at hans@GaLandCC.com
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