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Qualified Organization Applications and monitoring reports due April 1: Georgia’s Conservation Tax Credit program requires land trusts that participate in the program to be “qualified.” The application to be qualified, along with supporting documents including monitoring reports, must be submitted each year to GA DNR. The application is due by April 1, 2010. More than half of last year’s land trusts have not submitted the required materials yet.  DNR is getting a lot of applications for tax credit certification right now, but they will not be able to certify a landowner’s donation if it is not to a qualified organization.  So please get these in ASAP – only eight days!  DNR can take your  application and report via email (to Kristina_Sorensen@dnr.state.ga.us), fax (706-557-3033) or mail (Kristina Sorensen, GA Land Conservation Program & GA Conservation Tax Credit Program, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources Division, Nongame Conservation Section, 2065 US Highway 278 SE, Social Circle, GA 30025-4743). For general information, go to: www.glcp.ga.gov If you have any questions, give Kristina Sorensen a call at 770-761-3043.


As of March 17, only the following organizations are Qualified Organizations for Tax Credit:

Athens Land Trust
Georgia Piedmont Land Trust
Central Savannah River Land Trust
Chattahoochee Valley Land Trust
Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia
National Wild Turkey Federation
Southeast Regional Land Conservancy
St. Simon's Land Trust
Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy
The Conservation Fund
The Nature Conservancy
Historic Columbus Foundation
Tybee Island Land Trust

Senate passes bridge loan reform measure unanimously: On March 17, the GA Senate voted 53 to 0 in favor of a committee substitute to SB 402 to make the bridge loan program work (see Land Conservation News 3/5/10 for background). The measure now is in the House where a second reader was held on March 22.


News from the 2010 Southeast Land Conservation Conference: Thirty-two people from Georgia attended the March 17-19 Conference in Greenville including representatives from 15 land trusts working in the state, GA DNR, the U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. A random selection of news and tips: Rand Wentworth announced that the IRS had taken conservation easements off their “dirty dozen” abusers list for 2010. Still, the IRS agents and engineers in the southeast tend to dislike conservation easements, viewing them as abusive tax shelters – with land trusts being complicit to that. Concern is growing over promoter transactions and the number of new land trusts formed to take advantage of favorable tax incentives. The IRS has a whistle-blower anonymous tip line (see Form 3949); bad actors should be shut down. The Land Trust Alliance is considering tightening up the easement amendment process (Standard 11 I); look for opportunities to comment. The Conservation Defense Insurance Program is 83% of the way to meeting the goal of 12,000 land interests to make the program feasible. Mark Ackelson of the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation advised: slow down your land conservation work and engage the community in what you are doing. If you use a web page to promote what you’re doing, do you respond to inquiries in a timely manner?   Embrace diversity by introducing youth to nature. 

The 2011 Conference will be held next spring, possibly in the vicinity of Chattanooga. Look for announcements later, but plan now to attend.
Job Opening: The Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia is looking for a full-time Executive Director. In cooperation with the Board of Directors, the ED will be responsible for:

· the development and execution of overall strategic planning

· the development, management, and successful execution of ongoing programs for obtaining conservation easements on environmentally important properties

· the development and management of MCT’s financial resources 

· the establishment of partnerships with local and state officials, land owners, business leaders, and other individuals.  

The Trust desires to fill the position no later than May 25, 2010.  Submit a cover letter and resume to Mark Dickerson, Interim Executive Director, Mountain Conservation Trust, 104 North Main Street, Suite B3, Jasper, GA 30143 or mark@mctga.org. Deadline: April 15.      

Changes:

Robert Keller has resigned as Executive Director of the Tybee Island Land Trust.

Chris McCauley is now the Executive Director of the Madison-Morgan Conservancy. 


Pam Young will be the new Development and Outreach Director for the Southern Conservation Trust. She starts April 1. 

Dates:

April 1: Deadline for registering to be a “qualified organization” for Georgia’s Conservation Tax Credit Program; also the deadline for submitting monitoring reports. See lead article starting on page 1. 

April 15: Deadline for applying for the Executive Director position at the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia. See article on page 2 for details.

May 11 (note new date): Steve Small, author of Preserving Family Lands and the Federal tax code on conservation easements, will headline a day-long training session to be held in Mobile, Alabama. Hosted by the Weeks Bay Foundation, participants will be rewarded with a variety of continuing education credits. For details, contact Walter Ernest, ED of the Foundation, at walter@weeksbay.org
May 19: Online registration for Rally 2010 begins (see October 2-5, below). Sign up early for your choice of day-long seminars and field trips.

June 10: Georgia Land Conservation Council summer meeting – to be held “somewhere fun.” Details later.
October 2-5: National Land Conservation Conference – Rally 2010 – in Harford, Connecticut. For information, visit: www.lta.org/rally or call 202-638-4725.
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