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President Obama and Senate Republicans agree to extend the enhanced Federal incentives for land conservation for 2010 and 2011: On December 6, the President and the Senate GOP agreed to a “framework” of a deal on tax issues. According to Land Trust Alliance public policy staff, in spite of heated objections from some House and Senate Democrats, the framework “is very likely to be the core of a final tax bill this year.” The framework provides an extension of the land conservation incentives for tax years 2010 and 2011, retroactive to the beginning of this year. It is unlikely that the final bill will make the increased incentives permanent, a goal of the Alliance. 
The enhanced incentives include: (1) an increase in the deduction a donor can take for donating a conservation easement from 30% of his/her income to 50%; (2) allows qualifying farmers to deduct up to 100% of their income; and (3) extends the carry-forward period for a donor from 5 to 15 years.

Board of Natural Resources to appoint Mark Williams as DNR Commissioner: The Board is expected to appoint Mr. Williams as Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources this afternoon. He was recommended for the position by both Governor Perdue and Governor-elect Deal. Mr. Williams lives in Jesup and currently serves as a State Representative (R- Brantley, Pierce and part of Wayne).  He has a background in biology (BA from GA College and State University) and was a former school teacher. His current occupation is real estate broker. In the House, he served on the Natural Resources and Game and Fish committees among others. As Commissioner, Mr. Williams will serve on the Georgia Land Conservation Council. Mr. Williams succeeds Chris Clark, who is now President of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce.

Reduce the risk of condemnation of your conservation easements: According to Georgia’s Uniform Conservation Easement Act, courts may modify or terminate conservation easements. That means public utilities, road builders and others may select your conservation easement for energy infrastructure projects, transmission lines and roads and move to condemn the land and easement. To reduce the likelihood of this event, preventative measures are needed. One of the most promising is to make sure your easements are included in the new National Conservation Easement Database. Infrastructure planners will use this database to identify lands they should avoid. If they can identify these areas to be avoided early enough in the planning process, there is a good chance that the easement can be avoided. 

If your easements are already registered with GA DNR, the data will be included in the national database and you don’t need to do anything. If they are not registered, please do so by contacting Chris Canalos at 706-557-3032 or Chris.Canalos@dnr.state.ga.us If you are holding back the information because of landowner privacy concerns, talk to the landowner about the risk of not being known as an area to be avoided and the fact that the National Database respects landowner privacy and will not collect information on landowner names or sensitive information.

Publication frequency of Land Conservation News: A number of readers ask how frequently Land Conservation News is produced. The answer is “as needed.” That is, of course, a judgment of the editor. Today’s issue comes two days after the previous issue (number 158) because of late-breaking news on enhanced incentives and the new DNR Commissioner. On average, LCN is produced almost twice a month. When the General Assembly is in session and land conservation is on their agenda, the frequency may increase, again, as needed.

While Land Conservation News is distributed free to about 180 subscribers, voluntary contributions help insure that it will continue. Brother, can you spare a dime? Please send your contribution to the Georgia Land Conservation Center, 380 Meigs Street, Athens, GA 30601. Thanks!

Land Conservation News is a periodic communication produced by the Georgia Land Conservation Center for land trust leaders and others who care about the future of open space in Georgia. To subscribe or to contribute news items, please contact Hans Neuhauser at the Georgia Land Conservation Center: 706-546-7507 or hans@galandcc.com
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