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Special Council on Tax Reform and Fairness for Georgians considers land conservation tax credits: The Special Council was established by HB 1405 to “conduct a thorough study of the state’s revenue structure and make a report of its findings and recommendations for legislation to the Speaker of the House and the Lieutenant Governor no later than January 10, 2011.” Their findings could lead to an overhaul of Georgia’s tax laws. The Council has asked state agency officials for information on the land conservation tax credit so recommendations on the program could be included in their final report, which is “rumored to be available by December 12-14” during the General Assembly’s orientation session at the University of Georgia. Just what the Council will recommend regarding the tax credit is unknown at this point. The options range from (1) the elimination of the incentive; (2) not mentioning the tax credit at all; or (3) recommending that, to improve fairness, the tax credit should be made transferable.
 

The Council held their fifth and final meeting on December 1, at which they adopted some guiding principles. One interpretation of these principles is that poorly-performing programs (including those that are unfair, inefficient or poorly thought out) may be on the chopping block. The land conservation tax credit program performs well so should not be at risk, but we will have to wait to see what the Council recommends.

GA Land Conservation Council considers strategies: At its December 2 meeting, the Council was presented with a number of strategies that they might pursue next year. Some were “no cost strategies” including continued support of making the increased Federal tax incentives for land conservation permanent and supporting the NGO-led initiative for voter-approved funding for land conservation. Others were “high leverage, low cost strategies” including continued financial support for donations to the state (circa $100,000 per year), providing the 25% match for the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (circa $500,000 per year), providing seed money to encourage more borrowers (there is $45M available) and providing matching funds for the military base buffering program, Forest Legacy and other programs. The Council took no action on the proposals.

Data collection for 2010 National Land Trust Census to begin in January: Make sure you get counted in the Land Trust Alliance’s 2010 Census. The census will provide an accurate count of all land trusts across the country and will assess the number of acres conserved, how the land was conserved, regional patterns, organizational trends (e.g., staffing, budgeting, community support) and other details related to private land conservation. The questionnaire will be filed on the web in early January and will include about 65 questions. Depending on the size of your organization, completing the census will take an estimated 45-60 minutes. The results of the census will be announced in October. If you want additional information, contact Katie Chang at the Alliance, 215-235-1869 or census@lta.org. Answers to frequently asked questions are at www.lta.org/census
Changes

Abby Jordan has stepped down as Executive Director of the Southern Conservation Trust, a position she has held for eight years. She can now be contacted at 770-598-1292 or greensouth@earthlink.net. For Southern Conservation Trust business, please contact Development Director Pam Young at 770-846-4730 or p.young@sctlandtrust.org
Steve Stancil (State Property Officer) will continue to chair the Georgia Land Conservation Council during the Deal Administration and Mike Beatty (Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs) will continue as a Council member. Other possible changes in the Council membership are yet to be announced, but by statute, the current members including the four at-large members will continue to serve until replaced. 

Dates
February 7-8: The Second Symposium on Advanced Legal Topics in Land Conservation in Boston. For additional details and to register, go to www.lta.org/legal
March 3: First quarterly meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council to be held in Atlanta. Details later.

March 30 – April 1: Southeast Regional Land Trust Conference in Chattanooga, TN. Details to come.

June 2: Quarterly meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council. Location to be determined.

September 1: Quarterly meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council. Location to be determined.

October 13-16: Rally 2011 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
December 1: Quarterly meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council. Location to be determined.

Land Conservation News is a periodic communication produced by the Georgia Land Conservation Center for land trust leaders and others who care about the future of open space in Georgia. To subscribe or to contribute news items, please contact Hans Neuhauser at the Georgia Land Conservation Center: 706-546-7507 or hans@galandcc.com
� Some have argued that wealthy landowners who don’t need the tax credit can get them and cash-poor farmers who need the credit can’t get them.
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