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Now is the time to take action on increased Federal incentives for land conservation: There will be a lame-duck session of Congress after the November 2nd election, starting on November 15. There are a number of initiatives including making the expanded tax incentives for land conservation permanent and providing full funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund that are important to land trusts in Georgia and across the country. According to the Land Trust Alliance’s Public Policy team, Congress will be working on one big must-pass tax bill. Whether it includes the permanent incentives may be up to your Representative and Senators. Call them (Capitol Switchboard: 202-224-3121) and ask them to urge their colleagues on the House Ways and Means Committee or Senate Finance Committee to make the incentives a priority this year. The incentive has strong bipartisan support from majorities of both parties including 41 Senators (both GA Senators support it) and 269 Representatives (there are some Georgia holdouts – Reps. Broun, Kingston and Linder). Now is the time! Fact sheets and letters of support are available from the Land Trust Alliance at www.lta.org/advocates
There’s still time to register for the Amicalola Falls Land Trust Assembly: Join more than 35 of your colleagues at the October 25-26 Assembly at the Lodge at Amicalola Falls State Park. The sessions start at 11:00 am on Monday and end at noon on Tuesday. The agenda includes sessions on implementing the State Wildlife Action Plan, building strong and responsible boards, conservation easement defense and management, developing successful fundraising strategies, and the future of land conservation in Georgia. There will also be plenty of opportunities for networking. To register, please e-mail your name and contact information to hans@GaLandCC.com and bring a check for $35 to the event. The Lodge has no rooms available for the night of Oct. 25 but there are motels in the nearby towns of Jasper, Dawsonville and Dahlonega.  

Rally 2010 Highlights: More than 1800 people from 50 states and 5 countries attended the 23d Rally in Hartford, Connecticut on October 2-5. Twelve land trusts operating in Georgia were present, including representatives from the Atlantic Coast Conservancy, the Chattahoochee Valley Land Trust, Chattowah Open Land Trust, Georgia Land Conservation Center, the Georgia Land Trust, the Land Trust for the Little Tennessee, Madison-Morgan Conservancy, the Nature Conservancy, the Oconee River Land Trust, the St. Simons Land Trust, the Tall Timbers Land Conservancy and the Trust for Public Land. Colleagues from GA DNR and the National Park Service SE Regional Office were also there.
Among the highlights of Rally: 
· Asst. Secretary of the Interior Tom Strickland said “Your public policy priorities are ours!” 

· The board of the Land Trust Alliance voted to proceed with the Conservation Defense Insurance Program; the next steps will be to raise $4 million and create a new 501n organization
; the goal is for the program to be available to participating land trusts in 2012.
· The Alliance is beginning to explore an alternative form of recognition for land trusts that can’t or won’t be accredited. However, there were a lot of skeptics in the audience.
· A joint task force from both the Alliance and the Land Trust Accreditation Commission are beginning to consider what the accreditation renewal process will entail; SEAL, a new electronic newsletter, will keep accredited land trusts informed.
· The IRS has become emboldened by recent court rulings in their favor, disallowing deductions for donations that do not have a contemporaneous letter of acknowledgement (thanks and “no goods and services” in return) or an improper Form 8283. If your IRS agent is clueless or abusive, contact Karin Gross in the Office of the IRS Chief Counsel with specifics: 202-622-8407 or Karin.gross@irscounsel.treas.gov.
· The next Rally will be held in Milwaukee on October 13-16, 2011. The following year, Rally will be in Salt Lake City. In 2013, Rally will be in the southeast; leading contender cities are New Orleans and Louisville.

Budget for training in 2011: As you draft your budget for 2011, keep in mind the following training opportunities for your staff, your board and you:
· February 7-8: Second Symposium on Advanced Legal Topics in Land Conservation. Boston, MA. See “dates” below for details.
· March 31 – April 1: Southeast Regional Land Trust Conference, Chattanooga, TN. 
· June 3 – 6: National River Rally, Charleston, SC. There will be a one-day session on strategic land conservation planning.

· August 24 – 26: Sixth Annual Georgia Environmental Conference in Savannah. For info, www.GeorgiaENet.com
· October 13 – 16: Rally 2011 – the National Land Conservation Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Lobbying fees and fines: You used to be able to represent your land trust before the General Assembly for free; all you had to do was register with the State Ethics Commission. Now, thanks to the passage of HB 1055 earlier this year, if you are paid to influence state legislation, you must pay a $300 registration fee. You also need to file reports of your expenditures. If your reports are late, Lord help you! The initial late fee is $275. If your report is 15 days late, your fine is $1,275. And if you’re 45 days late, the fine is $11,275!  If you were registered as a lobbyist last year, you can renew on line between December 15 and January 15 (www.ethics.ga.gov/efiling). If you renew after Jan. 15 or if you are a new lobbyist, you have to submit a hard copy registration form. For details, go to www.ethics.ga.gov
Changes

The Atlantic Coast Conservancy recently received its 501c3 status letter from the IRS. Robert Keller, the President of the ACC, has new contact information:  634 South Main Street, Jasper, GA 30143; Tel. 706-273-9173; e-mail: rkeller@atlanticcoastconservancy.org and web site: www.atlanticcoastconservancy.org
Dates

October 20: Registration deadline for the No Child Left Inside Summit – see Oct. 23 below.
October 21: Coastal Georgia Land Summit. For information, go to: www.coastalgalandsummit@evenbrite.com
October 23: Georgia No Child Left Inside Coalition State Summit on Children and the Outdoors. To be held at the Georgia Wildlife Federation’s Alcovy Conservation Center in Covington, starting at 9:30 am and ending at 3:45 pm. For additional details, contact georgiancli@gmail.com or Na’Taki Osborne Jelks at 404-876-8733, ext. 230.
October 25-26: Amicalola Falls Land Trust Assembly. See article on page 1. 

November 10: Registration opens for Second Symposium on Advanced Legal Topics in Land Conservation in Boston. See Feb. 7-8, below, for more details.

November 15: The America’s Great Outdoors Report is scheduled to be available on line today. For a link, go to www.lta.org/greatoutdoors
December 2: Georgia Land Conservation Council quarterly meeting. Details to follow.

December 15: Lobbying renewals start today through Jan. 15. See article on page 2 for additional details.

February 7-8: Second Symposium on Advanced Legal Topics in Land Conservation. Sponsored by the Land Trust Alliance. Sessions will address:

· IRS, Tax Court and Difficult Tax Questions

· Advanced easement drafting

· Five most important case law updates

· Climate change and conservation

· Regional perspectives and issues

· Defense and enforcement, and

· Perpetuity problems.

The symposium will be held in Boston. For more information, go to www.lta.org/legal 

Land Conservation News is a periodic communication produced by the Georgia Land Conservation Center for land trust leaders and others who care about the future of open space in Georgia. To subscribe or to contribute news items, please contact Hans Neuhauser at the Georgia Land Conservation Center: 706-546-7507 or hans@galandcc.com
� The 501n category is for nonprofit organizations that provide insurance to other nonprofits.
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