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Central Savannah River Land Trust and Oconee River Land Trust receive accreditation: Today, the Land Trust Accreditation Commission announced the accreditation of 19 additional land trusts including CSRLT and ORLT in Georgia. They join the ranks of 78 land trusts across the country that now meet the standards of excellence called for in the accreditation process. There are now five land trusts that operate in Georgia that are accredited. They are:
· Athens Land Trust

· Central Savannah River Land Trust

· Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia

· Oconee River Land Trust

· Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy

Congratulations to Executive Directors Hazel Langrall of CSRLT and Steffney Thompson of ORLT and their respective boards for having achieved such deserved and important recognition. They will be recognized at a celebration at Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon.
Applications for the Accreditation Class of 2010 now open: The Accreditation Commission is now accepting applications for rounds one and two in the Class of 2010. Registration is a required first step. If you are considering applying in 2010, you should acquaint yourself with the new registration requirements and the 2009 edition of the Applicant Handbook. For details, go to www.landtrustaccreditation.org
Land Trust Alliance receives grant to extend services to land trusts in Georgia: The  trustees of the R. Howard Dobbs Jr. Foundation of Atlanta have approved a $30,000 grant to the Land Trust Alliance to help them extend their service program in Georgia over the next 20-24 months.  The Alliance’s proposed actions specifically are to:

1.  Offer one instructional clinic for all Georgia land trusts on subjects (determined by them as highest priority) related to improving operational practices, program enhancement and core skills;

2.  Promote access and use of the Alliance’s national Learning Center and Standards and Practices resources (including webinar instruction sessions);
3. Facilitate a basic-skills tutorial clinic for start-up, young, high potential Georgia land trusts taught by experienced trainers/counselors about building blocks for forming effective conservation organizations;

4.  Offer mentoring and financial assistance to at least two land trusts for combination of guided organizational assessment, cost-share financial assistance and coaching for program advancement and strategic planning and preparation for accreditation (the first assistance program was recently committed to the Georgia Piedmont Land Trust; other(s) are to be selected later);

5.  Provide financial aid to the coalition of Georgia land trusts (GALT) for administrative, communications and meeting costs; and
6.  Facilitate and promote participation by Georgia land trusts in the Land Trust Alliance’s conservation easements and land defense program through instruction and guidance.

Chuck Roe, the Alliance’s Southeast U.S. Program Director, plans to visit with Georgia’s land trust leaders in the early fall to discuss the implementation of these services.
Are you going to Rally? As of July 29, nine Georgians have signed up to attend Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon. Over 44 people from the southeast plan to attend. If you plan to go, remember that August 16 is the deadline to sign up at reduced rates. For more information, go to www.lta.org
Congressman Lewis co-sponsors bill to make the increased Federal incentives permanent: Cong. John Lewis has joined with Georgia colleagues Nathan Deal and John Barrow to endorse H.R. 1831, which would make permanent the increased Federal tax incentives for land conservation. Both Senators Chambliss and Isackson have co-sponsored a similar measure (S. 812) in the Senate.  
Applications for funds from the Georgia Wetlands and Streams Trust Fund are now being accepted: The procedures for applying for funds from the GWSTF to permanently preserve wetlands and streams have been revised to the point where applications can once again be accepted. The procedures involve three major steps: the submittal of a Letter of Inquiry, the Full Prospectus and Submittal of additional documents including the Conservation Land Use Agreement. Copies of the Draft Guidelines are available from Hans Neuhauser at hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net
Please note that in the following table of available funds, the Primary Service Areas are generally subsets of Georgia’s major river basins (example: Upper Savannah River PSA and Lower Savannah PSA with the dividing line being just below Elbert County).

	Primary Service Area
	Wetlands Funds Available
	Streams Funds Available

	Altamaha

	$ 0
	$ 0

	Chattahoochee – Lower
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Chattahoochee – Middle
	$ 8,345.60
	$ 0

	Chattahoochee – Upper
	$ 20,587.69
	$ 0

	Coosa
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Etowah
	$ 24,365.15
	$ 0

	Flint – Lower
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Flint – Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Oconee – Upper
	$ 469.60
	$ 0

	Ocmulgee – Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Ogeechee
	$26,373.69
	$ 77,952.73

	Satilla

	$ 0
	$ 23,892.64

	Savannah – Lower
	$ 47,321.94
	$ 562,822.47

	Savannah – Upper
	$ 16,739.53
	$ 39,116.35

	Tallapoosa – Upper
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Tennessee
	$ 116,292.11
	$ 4,027.00

	Withlacoochee
	$ 0
	$ 0


Summer reading: Mark Ackelson, the President of the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation and second recipient of the Land Trust Alliance’s Kingsbury Browne Conservation Leadership Award, has written a thought-provoking article in the July issue of Land Lines (a publication of the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy; www.lincolninst.edu). He calls for land trusts to expand their traditional concept of community beyond just natural community to incorporate people communities – low income housing, public health, local food sources, economic development and under-served residents to name a few. Mark adds, “remembering that our land business is indeed a people business will help us develop stronger communities and greater long-term support for conservation. Integrating land trusts, and our missions, with the communities we serve is good for natural resource conservation and good for communities across the country.”

Dates
August 11: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will host an information meeting on the proposed Etowah Aquatic Habitat Conservation Plan. The plan facilitates development in parts of the Etowah River Basin while protecting three species of Federally-protected fish. The meeting (not a public hearing) will be held at the R.T. Jones Memorial Library in Canton from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM. For additional information, go to www.etowahhcp.org
September 3: Next meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council in Atlanta; details later.


October 11-14: Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon. See article above.

March 17-19, 2010: Southeast Land Trusts Conference, Greensboro, South Carolina. More later. 
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� The Altamaha Primary Service Area includes the Lower Ocmulgee and Lower Oconee Rivers.


� The Satilla PSA includes the St. Marys River
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