NETWORK NEWS 7/23/09
Issue Number 130
Are the expanded Federal tax incentives important for your land conservation work? If so, call your Congressman and tell him, and ask him to co-sponsor the bill (H.R. 1831) that makes the increased incentives permanent.  If your Congressman has already sponsored the bill, thank him and ask him to be an active supporter. 

Members of Congress are busy and so are their staffs. So how do you get their attention? By being a local constituent who is doing important work in his district. Make the Congressman aware of the importance of land conservation to his constituents. By your example, let him know that people in his district care about the issue.
So call the Washington office of your Congressman. Now, before the August recess. Call the Capitol switchboard (202-224-3121) and ask to be connected to your Congressman’s office. Then ask to speak to the staff person who handles tax matters.

Georgia Congressmen who should be asked to co-sponsor H.R. 1831 are:

Jack Kingston


Sanford Bishop


Lynn Westmoreland


Henry Johnson


John Lewis


Tom Price

John Linder


Jim Marshall


Paul Broun


Phillip Gingrey


David Scott

Georgia Congressmen who are already co-sponsors of H.R. 1831 are:


Nathan Deal


John Barrow

Both Georgia Senators Chambliss and Isakson have co-sponsored a similar measure in the Senate (S. 812). 

Program ideas solicited for the 2010 Southeast Land Trusts Conference: The 2010 Conference will be held on March 17-19 in Greenville, South Carolina. Please plan to attend. Suggestions for the program (training sessions, keynote speakers, field trips, networking opportunities, etc.) are solicited. Send your ideas to Chuck Roe at the Land Trust Alliance’s Southeast Regional Office: croe@lta.org
Rally 2009 deadlines fast approaching: August 16 is the last day to register at early-registration rates; afterwards, fees increase by $60. September 19 is the last day to make discounted hotel reservations. Rally registration ends on September 21. Rally 2009 will be held in Portland, Oregon on October 11-14. For more information and to register, go to www.lta.org/rally
Names for multi-partner natural areas: In the last issue of Network News, the question was raised: what should we call natural areas where multiple partners use multiple tools to protect the resource. An obvious example is the Lower Altamaha where partners include The Nature Conservancy, the Georgia Land Conservation Council, the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, the Georgia Forestry Commission, the Georgia Department of Transportation, the Department of Defense (Marine Corps), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Fort Barrington Club, the Georgia Land Trust Service Center and others. Our readers suggested a few names for such areas, including Cooperative Conservation Venture, Affiliated Conservation Venture, Affiliated Conservation Endeavor, Conservation Area and Multi-partner Conservation Landscape. Maybe a new word needs to be created. What do you think?

Conservation insurance update: For a long time, land trusts have asked if the Land Trust Alliance could find an affordable way to cover the high legal costs of defending conservation easements. Leslie Ratley-Beach, the Alliance’s Conservation Defense Director, thinks that they have come up with a creative solution: a conservation defense insurance program that would be owned and managed by the land trust community. Hundreds of land trusts have helped design this program so that it meets their needs. The Alliance needs to get commitments to cover at least 12,000 conservation easements or fee-land parcels for this new service to be financially feasible. 

Land trusts in Georgia are encouraged to become informed about this new program and consider participation. The Terms and Conditions and the Commitment Letter may be found at www.lta.org/conservationdefense. 

Every land trust wants their easements to stand the test of time, and we all know that federal law requires us to have sufficient resources to defend them. But most land trusts do not have an endowment large enough to withstand a protracted lawsuit, and this economy makes it more difficult than ever to raise a legal defense fund. 

There is no need to face this challenge alone when we will all be stronger by standing together.  This new insurance program is the most cost-effective way for land trusts to fulfill their legal obligations and ensure the permanence of their conservation work.

The Alliance understands that many land trusts may be reluctant to take on new costs in the midst of this recession, so implementation will not begin until after the economy improves in 2012 or 2013. But the Alliance needs your commitment now so that they can begin raising the funds required to capitalize the program.

In addition to the insurance program, Leslie wants you to know about the new Conservation Defense Center which includes a legal defense fund, pro bono litigation assistance, a legal clearinghouse, and training services. If you become aware of a legal challenge in Georgia or elsewhere, please let her know.  She can be reached at (802) 262-6051 or lrbeach@lta.org.  She can help provide advice, technical assistance, knowledge of past cases and, in some cases, financial backing.

Take Action on Federal Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program Interim Final Rule

Note: The following is from Bob Wagner, Senior Director Farmland Protection Programs for the American Farmland Trust. 
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	Read Our Top 5
Changes to Improve 
the Federal Farm and Ranch Lands Program


On July 2, 2009, the USDA and Natural Resources Conservation Service issued a correction to the Interim Final Rule for the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program originally released on January 16, 2009. This correction re-opens the comment period on the entire Interim Final Rule through August 3, 2009
Now is the time to make your voice heard at the USDA and Natural Resources Conservation Service! The comment period for the Interim Final Rule ends on August 3rd.
Before you comment, be sure to check-out our, Top 5 Changes Needed to the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program Interim Final Rule. Read this document to learn about how the correction has improved the FRPP program and the rule's interpretation opens the door to further improve the program. Since several modifications to the Interim Final Rule that American Farmland Trust along with many other eligible entities sought were not incorporated in the correction, we believe that this correction provides an important window of opportunity to urge changes to the program for FY10, including each of our top five areas:
1. Treatment of easement terms and conditions in light of the new interpretation of a contingent right of enforcement; 

2. The certification process for eligible entities; 

3. Forest management plan requirements; 

4. Impervious surface standards; and, 

5. National ranking criteria
We encourage all of you to not only comment on the changes included in the correction but to again raise any and all concerns you have with other aspects of the Interim Final Rule. For more information on these issues, please read our “Top Five” concerns related to the program. You may also contact me at bwagner@farmland.org,
If you are a landowner, a land trust, a state or local farmland protection program administrator, or concerned citizen who cares about this important federal program, please take the time to submit your comments to the USDA and Natural Resources Conservation Service. Comments can be submitted electronically by going to http://www.regulations.gov/ and following the instructions to look up the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program. Be sure to include the docket number on your comments: Docket Number NRCS-IFR-08013
Changes:
Stacy Shelton, former award-winning metro-environment reporter for the Atlanta Journal Constitution, is now working for the External Affairs Office of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Atlanta. She can be reached at 404-679-7290 or (cell): 678-575-7796.  

Will Wingate has joined The Georgia Conservancy to help advance their land conservation agenda. Formerly a Senior Associate with Orvis/Cushman & Wakefield Ranch and Recreational Properties, Will has also served as staff to Lt. Governor Mark Taylor and Chief of Staff to Lt. Governor Pierre Howard (now president of The Georgia Conservancy). Will can be reached at willwingate@mindspring.org
The Chattooga Conservancy has changed their mailing address to 8 Sequoia Hills Lane, Clayton, GA 30525. Their web site is www.chattoogariver.org
The Chattooga Land Conservancy is no longer in business. Its Executive Director, Ed Kizer, has moved to Asheville where he works in the health field. The CLC did not hold any conservation easements.

Dates:

September 3: Next meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council in Atlanta; details later.


October 11-14: Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon. See article above.

March 17-19, 2010: Southeast Land Trusts Conference, Greensboro, South Carolina. See article above. 
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