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Board of Natural Resources adopts new tax credit rules: On April 29, the Board adopted the new rules for the tax credit program without change. The rules will go into effect when certified by the Secretary of State, possibly in mid-May. The most significant change in the new rules is the definition of conservation lands that are eligible for the tax credit. Gone are the ten general categories in the Georgia Land Conservation Act; in their place are more specific definitions for lands that protect water quality, reduce erosion, protect wildlife habitat, maintain farm and forest land, offer outdoor recreation, provide conductivity and/or protect historic or archaeological sites. The challenge for land trusts will be to help landowners meet the slightly different requirements for both the state tax credit and the enhanced Federal deductions. 
Four land trusts added to DNR’s list of qualified organizations: In issue 126 of Network News, 14 organizations were identified as being qualified to participate in Georgia’s land conservation tax credit program. Four more have been added to that list:


Central Savannah River Land Trust


Chattahoochee Valley Land Trust


Newton County Land Trust Alliance


St. Simons Land Trust.

Congressman Barrow signs on Conservation Easement Incentive Act: Thanks to Laura Hall of the Athens Land Trust for getting Cong. Barrow to be the first member of the Georgia delegation to co-sponsor legislation (HR 1831) to make permanent the expanded Federal tax incentives for land conservation. The expanded incentives are currently set to expire at the end of 2009. More Georgia support is needed, especially from Cong. Lewis and Linder and Senators Chambliss and Isakson. Can you help get it?

New accreditation guidelines: The Land Trust Accreditation Commission has prepared additional guidance on how to be successful when applying for accreditation. Guidance is provided on dealing with conflicts of interest (Indicator Practice 4A), investment and management of financial assets and dedicated funds (6F), recordkeeping (9G), enforcement of easements (11E), amendments (11L) and board approval of land transactions (3F). For details, go to www.landtrustaccreditation.org
Thinking about applying for accreditation? Some of the land trusts that decided to be among the first to apply to be accredited did so out of concern that the accreditation process would become more difficult over time. They were right.  Early applicants did not have to meet the same requirements as later applicants. Two examples: current applicants have to store important original documents offsite; earlier applicants didn’t have to. Now applicants have to have a specified minimum amount of money in their stewardship fund; early applicants didn’t have to. One lesson to learn from this evolution of requirements: follow the thinking of the early applicants and get ready to apply soon. Applications for the class of 2009 are still being accepted.
Changes: 

The new DNR Commissioner, Chris Clark, lost no time in reorganizing the department to follow a more standard corporate model. The Commissioner now has two Deputy Commissioners: Paul Burkhalter for Administration and Finance and Todd Holbrook for Operations, which includes five Divisions (Wildlife Resources, Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites, Coastal Resources, Historic Preservation and Sustainability – formerly P2AD) and three units (Real Estate, Engineering and Construction and Aircraft Support). The Environmental Protection Division is a separate entity, reporting directly to the Board of Natural Resources. DNR also has a new logo – a live oak tree.
Dates:

May 5: Protect Your Land, Save Some Green. A lunch and learn seminar to be held at the Enterprise Mill in Augusta from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Topics will include information on conservation easements, financial incentives, assistance programs for landowners and conservation easement holder options. CEU credits are available for accountants, attorneys and foresters. To reserve a space, call Brenda Davis at the Central Savannah River Land Trust at 706-312-LAND. The event is presented by the CSRLT and The Nature Conservancy.
May 6: The beginning of a four-week workshop on drafting easements for perpetuity. The web course is offered by the Land Trust Alliance. To register, go to www.lta.org
May 20: Determining stewardship costs for conservation easements and raising/managing dedicated funds. Workshop to be held in Columbia, SC from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM as part of the quarterly meeting of the SC Land Trusts Network. Sponsored by the Land Trust Alliance. Registration is required: call Marian Brailsford at 843-869-9004.
June 2: Introduction to Land Trust Accreditation. A one-hour webinar offered by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission. RSVP to jbconnor@landtrustaccreditation.org by May 29.
June 3: A 90-minute webinar on drafting baseline documentation reports. The course is offered by the Land Trust Alliance. To register, go to www.lta.org
June 4: The Georgia Land Conservation Council will hold its annual retreat at the lodge at Little Ocmulgee State Park near McRae; details to follow.

July 16: Demystifying the accreditation process. A 90-minute webinar offered by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission. RSVP to jbconnor@landtrustaccreditation.org by July 13.

July 21: A repeat of the demystifying the accreditation process 90-minute webinar offered by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission. RSVP to jbconnor@landtrustaccreditation.org by July 13.

August 26-28: Georgia Chamber of Commerce 4th Annual Georgia Environmental Conference in Savannah. For details, go to www.GeorgiaENet.com
  
October 11-14: Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon. For details, go to www.lta.org
For next year’s calendar: For planning and budgeting purposes, jot these down: January 14 (Steve Small is reducing his speaking appearances but will present a conservation easement seminar in Mobile – sponsored by the Weeks Bay Reserve and Foundation); spring (the 2010 Southeast Land Trust Conference – sponsored by the Land Trust Alliance – Southeast) and October 2-5 (2010 Rally in Hartford, Connecticut – sponsored by the Land Trust Alliance).
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