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General Assembly goes home with little to show on land conservation: No one expected the 2009 legislative session to result in major initiatives for land conservation; they were right. The final FY2009 budget removed $10 million in funding for the Georgia Land Conservation Program and the Governor’s requested $5 million for the FY2010 budget was axed by the House and not restored by the Senate. Senate Bill 55 did pass and is on its way to the Governor. Its provisions include clarifications on how tax assessors are to determine the fair market value of land (“the tax assessor shall consider…(v) decreased value of the property based on limitations and restrictions resulting from the property being in a conservation easement;…”). Since the legislation does not define “conservation easement” as being in perpetuity, it may result in lower property taxes on 10 and 15 year Current Use Valuation (CUVA) covenant lands as well as permanent conservation easement lands. House Resolution 293, which would give legislators the ability to establish a permanent source of funding for land conservation never made it past a second reader in the House.
Conservation Easement Incentive Act introduced in Congress: A bi-partisan group of 95 Congressmen led by Representatives Mike Thompson (D-CA) and Eric Cantor (R-VA) introduced H.R. 1831 to make permanent the expanded Federal tax incentives for land conservation that are currently in effect but are set to expire at the end of 2009. Last week, Senators Baucus (D-MT) and Grassley (R-IA) introduced a similar measure in the Senate, S.812. No member of the Georgia delegation was a co-sponsor of either bill! This is particularly surprising since three members, Reps. Barrow, Lewis and Marshall, were co-sponsors last year.  Did you ask your Congressman to co-sponsor the legislation? There is still time to become a co-sponsor of the bills.

Fourteen organizations qualify for the State Tax Credit Program: The April 1 listing of land trusts that operate in Georgia and that qualify to participate in the state’s tax credit program contains some surprises – who is on the list and who is not. There are several organizations on the list for which land conservation is not their primary focus; and there are some active land trusts not on the list. The qualified organizations are:


Athens Land Trust


Georgia Agricultural Land Trust


Georgia Land Trust


Georgia Piedmont Land Trust


Historic Savannah Foundation


Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia


National Wild Turkey Federation


North American Land Trust


Oconee River Land Trust


Southeast Regional Land Conservancy


Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy


The Conservation Fund


The Nature Conservancy


Trust for Public Land

Contact information for these organizations may be found on the Georgia Land Trust Service Center’s web site: www.GEPInstitute.com
Rally 2009 registration opens in May, scholarship applications due in June: This year’s National Land Conservation Conference, also known as Rally 2009, will be held in Portland, Oregon, on October 11 – 14. Online registration begins in May (www.lta.org/rally09); sign up early to get your choices of field trips and seminars. Scholarships will be available with applications due in June. 
Changes:

Chris Clark is now officially the new Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. His predecessor, Noel Holcomb, retired on April 1.
The Georgia Piedmont Land Trust has a new mailing address (P.O. Box 3687, Suwanee, GA 30024) and a new web site address (www.gplt.org).

The Georgia Land Trust Service Center has a new administrative assistant, Carol Martin. She replaces Marilyn Osterkamp, who retired April 1. Carol’s background includes accounting, real estate and web design. She was the treasurer of the Broad River Watershed Association, a northeast Georgia land trust.
Dates:
April 22: Award-winning author (Ecology of a Cracker Childhood) and greenspace advocate Janisse Ray will conduct an open dialog, “Live Earth Day Every Day,” at the Whalen Auditorium of the Brenau East campus at Featherbone Communiversity, 999 Chestnut Street, Gainesville, from 5 to 6 PM. The event is free and open to the public.
April 23: Dr. David Foster, Director of the Harvard Forest, will speak at the University of Georgia Chapel in Athens from 5:30 to 6:30 PM. Dr. Foster is the senior author of Wildlands and Woodlands – A Vision for the Forests of Massachusetts, advocating a bold and comprehensive initiative to conserve both wildlands (reserves where human impact is minimized) and woodlands (in Georgia, these are misleadingly called “working” forests). The lead sponsor of the talk is the Wormsloe Institute for Environmental History.

May 9: Deadline for application for NRCS Georgia programs for the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program, the Grassland Reserve Program and the Healthy Forests Reserve Program. See Network News 3/11/09 for details.

May 12: Financial strategies for landowners: Advanced Seminar for professionals on conservation easements and tax and estate planning. The presenter will be Timothy Lindstrom, Esq. The continuing education seminar, hosted by the Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy, will be held at the North Carolina Arboretum in Asheville; For information, go to www.carolinamountain.org Registration is open now. Reserve early.

June 4: The Georgia Land Conservation Council will hold its annual retreat at the lodge at Little Ocmulgee State Park near McRae; details to follow.

June 22 – 26: 2009 Yale Conservation Finance Camp – Financing Conservation During a Time of Crisis. This five-day course at Yale’s campus in New Haven, CT, will provide a framework for analyzing and packaging a wide range of cutting-edge sources of private and public conservation finance including new types of philanthropic funds, public capital and private investment. Space is limited to 20 participants on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information, contact Amy Badner at Yale’s Center for Business and the Environment: 203-432-5887 or amy.badner@yale.edu
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