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Help Shape the Possible Land Trust Alliance Conservation Defense Insurance Program: Since Rally 2008, more than 150 land trusts, conservation partners and attorneys have sent comments to the Land Trust Alliance on the proposed conservation defense insurance program. In addition, the Alliance presented the Betterley Feasibility Report to statewide land trust gatherings around the country and has been working with a small group of land trust leaders to address the details of any such program. Based on the comments received, the Alliance has modified many of the original proposals in the Betterley Feasibility Report. Read the report and numerous supporting documents. Comments on the Feasibility Report are due by March 18, 2009. 

In March, the Alliance hopes to circulate draft business terms for land trusts to review and comment on.  Sometime in the spring that will be followed by a formal request to land trust boards to indicate their conditional commitment to insuring either all their conservation easements or all their fee land parcels or their entire portfolio, as the land trust chooses.  In order to sustain an insurance program, the Alliance must have written commitments from land trusts willing to insure 12,000 conservation easements or fee-owned parcels. For more information or to provide comments, please call or write to:
Leslie Ratley-Beach, Conservation Defense Director, Land Trust Alliance, 44 Deerfield Drive, Montpelier, VT 05602; Phone: (802) 262-6051; E-mail: lrbeach@lta.org
Editor’s comment: If there are enough participants in the insurance program, rollout is planned for 2011. 
Plan to attend the Southeast Land Trust Conference in Auburn, Alabama on March 25 and 26: If you are a beginning land truster or a seasoned professional or somewhere in between, there are sessions at the Auburn Conference that will be of interest and use to you. The conference will focus on the theme, “conserving land for the future: from vision to reality.” The program includes plenary sessions, keynote speeches and five learning tracks: (1) building for success: a primer for land trusts; (2) securing public support and funding for your land trust; (3) growing public partnerships and public funds for land conservation strategies; (4) conservation easement permanence; and (5) critical issues in conservation. On March 24, there will be a pre-conference tour of working forest conservation easements. Questions: call 202-638-4725, ext. 345. To register, go to www.lta.org/seconference09
Briefings on the 2008 Farm Bill: The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is holding a series of net conferences to review key changes in conservation programs brought about by the 2008 Farm Bill and published rules.  The session on the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (which has funded farmland conservation in Georgia in the past) will be held on February 25. All net conferences will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. All call-in information for the seven net conferences will be the same, 1-800-857-3202, password 6240511. The NRCS has increased the number of lines for the net conferences, in order to allow as many groups to participate as possible, but expect participation to exceed the available lines.  NRCS asks that you coordinate your organization's participation to minimize the use of multiple lines.

Replays of the net conferences will be accessible at https://www.mymeetings.com.  It requires a specific conference number and password for participation and replay purposes, which you will find below.  The replays will be available for 30 days after each net conference.  

Net Conference Access Information: 
	For Participants:
URL: https://www.mymeetings.com/nc/join/
Conference number: PW5270668
Audience passcode: 6240511

Participants can join the event directly at: 
https://www.mymeetings.com/nc/join.php?i=PW5270668&p=6240511&t=c

To access the Net replays of this call, all parties may join at: 
https://www.mymeetings.com/nc/join.php?i=PW5270668&p=6240511&t=r

The replay will be available for 30 days, ending MAR-27-2009 

To access Self Service Reports, please go to: 
https://www.mymeetings.com/ss/r.php?c=5270668&h=e&i=1113072300537696 

For security and billing, please disconnect all participants at the end of the net conference by selecting "Exit and end session" under the "File" menu. 


Nongame Conservation Section e-newsletter available: DNR’s Wildlife Resources Division now publishes a monthly e-newsletter covering nongame wildlife. The February issue includes articles on right whale entanglements, eastern indigo snakes, cleaning your birdfeeders and why, Camp Talon (birding on the coast) and the Ohoopee Dunes. To subscribe, contact rick.lavender@gadnr.org
Dates
February 16: Deadline for submitting proposals for presentations at Rally 2009 (October 11-14 in Portland, Oregon). For details, go to www.landtrustalliance.org
Wednesday, February 25 – Note date change: Briefing on the proposed adoption of Rules for the Georgia Conservation Tax Credit Program before the Board of Natural Resources’ Land Acquisition Committee; 9:00 AM at the DNR board Room, Suite 1252 East Tower, Sloppy Floyd Building, 2 MLK Jr. Drive, Atlanta.
February 25: Briefing on the 2008 Farm Bill and the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program starting at 2:00 PM. See article above for details. 

March 2: Early registration deadline for the Southeast Land Trust Conference in Auburn, Alabama. Also the deadline to make lodging reservations at the Hotel at Auburn University (1-800-228-2876).

Wednesday, March 4 – Note date change:  Quarterly meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council in Atlanta at the usual location (Bid Room, GA Financing and Investment Commission, 2nd Floor, 270 Washington Street, Atlanta) from 10:30 AM to noon. 

March 18: Deadline for comments on the Conservation Defense Feasibility Report; see lead article above for details.

March 24: Southeast Land Trust Conference Field Day: A visit to the working forest conservation easements of the 28,000 acre Sehoy and Enon Plantations near Hurtsboro (south of Auburn, Alabama). For information and to reserve space, contact Dan Dumont at the Alabama Forest Resources Center, 251-433-2372 or dan@alfrc.org
March 25-26: Southeast Land Trust Conference, Auburn, Alabama.


May: Register for Rally 2009 at www.landtrustalliance.org
October 11 – 14: Rally 2009 at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland. Seminars and field trips are scheduled for October 11 & 12; workshops on October 13 & 14. 
Changes

Justin M. Park is the new Program Director for the Chattahoochee Valley Land Trust; his contact information is: P. O. Box 175, Columbus, GA 31902; tel. 706-662-2211; e-mail: jpark@galandtrust.org
Job Opening

The Longleaf Alliance, Inc. (LLA, Inc) is seeking an Executive Director to lead the organization as it moves forward as a 501(c)(3) organization.  The mission of the LLA, Inc is the restoration of longleaf pine ecosystems and their social, economic, and ecological values as a significant component of the southeastern forest landscape.  This established mission has been and will continue to be accomplished by working closely with a wide range of constituents – forest landowners, biologists, foresters, NGO’s, and public natural resource agencies.  

The Executive Director will be responsible for: 1) coordinating and leading fundraising efforts required to support annual operations through major gifts, grants, general support, and events; 2) acting as liaison to the Board of Directors; 3) managing staff, interns, and volunteers; 4) managing budget and finances; 5) working with researchers and outreach specialists to identify research priorities related to longleaf and associated wildlife and ecosystem values and management; and seeks funding to support such research and outreach; and 7) expanding public information efforts.  The position will be located in Auburn, Alabama or other location agreed upon by candidate and Board of Directors. Visit the website at www.longleafalliance.org for complete job description.  
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