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Concerns raised about the rural bias of the draft Georgia Conservation Tax Credit Rules leads to improvements: Both Carol Hassell of the Georgia Piedmont Land Trust and Hans Neuhauser of the Georgia Land Trust Service Center expressed concerns over the rural bias of GA DNR’s revised tax credit rules (see Network News #120; 1/8/09). As a result, an “almost final draft” of the proposed Rules has just been released that improves the likelihood that suburban lands may qualify for the tax credit. For instance, the conservation purpose of protecting wildlife habitat is now based on “the conservation of high priority plants, animals and habitats as defined by Georgia’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy” and does not require that the land also be in a Conservation Opportunity Area. In a statement sent to DNR, Hassell and Neuhauser said, 
“Thank you for incorporating most of the changes we discussed and agreed to by consensus on February 4. While the “Almost Final Draft Rules” do not go as far as we would have liked, we are willing to support the Rules at the present time with the understanding that both DNR and representatives of the land trust community commit to work together to address unresolved issues such as urban/suburban agriculture and the accreditation of qualified organizations.”
The final draft rules will be presented to the Board of Natural Resources on February 24 and they will be posted for a 30-day comment period. If the rules are adopted without change, they should become effective in April or May.

Georgia Wetlands and Streams Funds Available: Most of the funds in the GWSTF are being held for designated projects. However, the following funds are available for permanent wetlands and streams preservation in the following watersheds:

	River Basin
	Funds for Wetlands
	Funds for Streams

	Chattahoochee
	$ 68,073
	$ 0

	Coosa/Etowah
	$ 24,365
	$ 0

	Ogeechee
	$ 26,374
	$ 74,710

	Savannah
	$ 19,267
	$ 413,417

	St. Marys
	$ 0
	$ 1,470

	Tennessee
	$ 67,536
	$ 4,027


Applicants for funds should be aware of the fact that the new Compensatory Mitigation Rules (published in the Federal Register, April 10, 2008) will result in some new requirements. For information on how to apply for the funds, contact Hans Neuhauser at hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net
Loss of land survey results interesting and potentially useful: Between September 17 and 23, 2008, The Schapiro Group, Inc. (www.schapirogroup.com) conducted a telephone survey of 600 registered voters for the Georgia Water Coalition. The survey asked, “In your opinion, what is the most important issue facing Georgia today?” The responses listed the environment third (16%) behind the economy (21%) and fuel prices (20%). The survey then asked, “How serious are the following issues for Georgia’s natural environment?” and got the following answers: (1) Water shortage (63% very serious, 24% somewhat serious; total: 87%); (2) Water quality (45%; 30%; total: 75%); (3) Loss of natural areas to new development (39%; 35%; total: 74%); (4) Air quality (40%; 32%; total: 72%); and (5) Climate change (32%; 31%; total: 63%). Other findings of the survey included: By gender, loss of natural areas to new development was very serious to 34% of males and 44% of females. By age, loss of natural areas to new development was very serious to 38% of 18-29 year olds, 45% to 30-39 year olds, 44% to 40-49 year olds, 32% to 50-59 year olds and 37% to people 60 or older. By race, loss of natural areas to new development was very serious to 36% of whites and 44% of blacks. 
By political party, loss of natural areas to new development was very serious to 47% of Democrats, 42% of Independents and 29% of Republicans. By community type, loss of natural areas to new development was very serious to 39% of urban dwellers, 42% of suburban dwellers and 34% of rural residents. By region, loss of natural areas to new development was very serious to 44% of 15-county metro Atlanta residents, 37% of north Georgia residents, 29% of middle Georgia residents and 36% of south Georgians. 

American Forest Foundation publishes Pine Ecosystem Conservation Handbook for the Gopher Tortoise in Georgia: The AFF has produced a guide for family forest owners describing how to conserve gopher tortoise habitat in Georgia. Topics addressed include information on the tortoise as a keystone species, the longleaf pine ecosystem and management, conservation incentives, conservation easements and further reading suggestions. To obtain a copy, contact AFF at 1111 Nineteenth Street, NW, Suite 780, Washington, DC 20036. 
Changes

Phil Foil will replace Chris Clark as the Director of the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority. Mr. Clark will become the Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources upon the retirement of the current commissioner, Noel Holcomb soon after the current General Assembly session.
During the January meeting of the Board of Natural Resources, Bill Carruth was appointed as the new chair of the board, Jenny Lynn Bradley was named vice chair and Earl Barrs was named secretary.  

Alice Lawrence, board member of the Georgia Land Trust Service Center, is a new mom and Thomas Farmer, Director of Government Relations for The Nature Conservancy, is a new dad. Congratulations to both!
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