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Governor includes funds for the Georgia Land Conservation Program in his 2010 budget: Governor Perdue continues to support land conservation in Georgia with a recommended $5 million in the FY2010 budget. If the legislature agrees – and that’s a big if this session – the funds, while not a lot of money, will keep the momentum of the program going. That momentum includes the recent milestone of the GLCP celebrating its role in protecting more than 100,000 acres in Georgia.
DNR releases public participation plan for revised tax credit rules: DNR’s Real Estate Office will present a second draft of the proposed tax credit rules to the Board of Natural Resources at their meeting in Atlanta on January 28. Based on input from the Board meeting, the second draft rules will be refined and posted on February 6 for public comment. Comments will be accepted until March 9. Assuming there are no changes to the rules, the Real Estate Office will present the final proposed rules to the Board on March 25. If adopted, the rules will be filed with the Secretary of State and the rules implemented on April 16. 
In the meantime, the current rules with their more expansive definitions of conservation lands remain in effect. As described in the previous issue of Network News (#120; 1/8/09), the second draft of the tax credit rules significantly reduce the scope of what originally was an incentive program for land conservation throughout the state to being a rural land conservation program. If the rules are adopted, it will be very difficult for landowners in urban and suburban areas to qualify for the tax credit. 

The second draft requires qualified organizations to adopt Land Trust Standards and Practices but not to implement them. Implementation is too high a bar for most if not all land trusts operating in Georgia. The notion of requiring “continual progress towards implementation” (as required in the rules currently in effect) was apparently too vague for Department lawyers and was removed.

New draft Farm Bill rules released then frozen: The long awaited rule for the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program was released and published in the January 16, 2009 issue of the Federal Register (Volume 74, No. 11, starting on page 2809).  There are two links below.  The first is for the actual text of the rule.  The second is for the Index on the Main Page in the Federal Register.  If you have trouble opening the pdf in link #1, go to the Index and type in "NRCS" in the search box.  You will find FRPP as #6 in the results list.  If you go to the Index on a later date, you may need to scroll through the results list to find the FRPP rule; the index is updated each day.

 

While the deadline for comment is given as March 17, the rule has been frozen and subject to review by the Obama Administration. The American Farmland Trust recommends that you review the draft rules anyways and submit your comments by the March 17 deadline. You can get more information on the issue by going to: www.farmland.org
Links to the draft rules: 

http://frwebgate6.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/PDFgate.cgi?WAISdocID=114607385833+5+2+0&WAISaction=retrieve
 

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html
Dates
February 4: The Georgia Conservation Voters Education Fund 2009 Environmental Legislative Breakfast will be held from 7:30 to 9:00 AM at the Georgia Railroad Freight Depot near the Capitol in Atlanta. This is THE environmental reception of the year. For tickets and to sign up for the GCV’s weekly Legislative Monitor, contact GCV at www.gavoters.com
February 16: Deadline for submitting a proposal to the Land Trust Alliance to make a presentation at Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon. For details, contact the Alliance at rally@lta.org
March 2: Early registration deadline for the Southeast Land Trust Conference. After March 2, the fee goes up. For details on the conference, see March 25-26 below.

March 5: Madison-Morgan Conservancy’s Tri-County Land Talks. For details, see Network News #120 or contact Christine McCauley at mccauleyc@mindspring.com
March 17: Deadline for comments on the new rules for the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program. See article above for details.

March 20: 21st Annual Red Clay Conference sponsored by the Environmental Law Association to be held from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM at the University of Georgia School of Law in Athens. This year’s conference theme is “Does Going Green Equal Making Green?” examining the interaction between environmental and corporate law issues. There will be four panel discussions on green building, forestry, green advertising and green investment and technology. The keynote speaker will be Rutherford Seydell. CLE credits will be available. Registration information will be provided in a future issue of Network News. 
March 25-26: The 2009 Southeast Land Trust Conference will be held at the Auburn University Conference Center in Auburn, Alabama. The conference will focus on the theme, “conserving land for the future: from vision to reality.” The program includes plenary sessions, keynote speeches and five learning tracks: (1) building for success: a primer for land trusts; (2) securing public support and funding for your land trust; (3) growing public partnerships and public funds for land conservation strategies; (4) conservation easement permanence; and (5) critical issues in conservation. On March 24, there will be a pre-conference tour of “working” forest conservation easements. The Alliance will distribute more details shortly. Questions: call 202-638-4725, ext. 345. To register, go to www.lta.org/seconference09
May: Registration begins for Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon. The October 11-14 event promises to be popular, so register early to get your choice of field trips and seminars.

Changes

Brenda Davis has joined the Central Savannah River Land Trust as Outreach Director. She has experience working with The Nature Conservancy in both South Carolina and Florida and is the co-founder of a land trust in Lexington, SC. She can be reached at Brenda@csrlt.org
Heidi Hannapel has been hired to replace retired administrative assistant Frank McKay in the Land Trust Alliance’s Southeast Regional Office. 

Terry DeMeo King, former Executive Director of the Chattahoochee Hill Country Alliance, is now working for Tetra Tech in Norcross as a specialist in Water Resources Strategy and Development. She can be reached at 404-276-1099.

Jim Stokes, former President of The Georgia Conservancy, is now the President of Sustainable Solutions Georgia; tel. 404-881-7294.

Due to popular request, Network News will return to the reader-friendly Times New Roman.
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