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DNR’s proposed tax credit rules narrow the scope of eligible conservation lands and qualified organizations: DNR is expected to submit revised rules to the Board of Natural Resources at the end of next week. The proposed rules seek to insure that only “quality conservation projects” (to quote from DNR’s public notice on the rule changes) are certified by the Department as eligible for the tax credit. Just what a quality conservation project is is in the eye of the beholder; in the case of DNR, a clear bias is evident towards rural land conservation to the virtual elimination of urban or suburban land conservation. Several examples: the original list of ten types of eligible conservation land has been narrowed to seven, with scenic and flood protection being eliminated. Recreational land offering opportunities for running, jogging and walking are no longer eligible; small tracts of agricultural land (e.g., community gardens or small organic farms) are no longer eligible. Eligible natural habitats are restricted to those areas identified in the state’s Wildlife Conservation Strategy. 

The requirements for a “qualified organization” are also changing. Initially, to be qualified, an organization had to have been in operation for a minimum of five years. That requirement has been eliminated. Also, a qualified organization had to have adopted Land Trust Standards and Practices (2004) and committed to make continual progress towards implementation. DNR’s proposed rules require that a qualified organization both adopt and implement Standards and Practices. Not even the Land Trust Accreditation Commission requires such a strict standard for a land trust to become accredited.

A copy of the draft rule is attached to this issue of Network News.      ► Comments should be sent to Kristina Sorensen by the beginning of next week (Kristina.Sorensen@dnr.state.ga.us)
Madison-Morgan Conservancy hosts Tri-County Land Talks: The M-MC will host the next Tri-County Land Talks on March 5 in Monroe; the program will be “Greening Downtown: Good for Business.”  The fifth Land Talks will address greenspace development in downtowns and the environmental and economic benefits.  The cities of Madison, Covington, and Monroe will be the case studies, and Dan Reuter (the Atlanta Regional Commission’s Chief of Land Use) and Jim Durrett (Executive Director of the Livable Communities Coalition) will be the presenters, along with presenters from each of the cities. The M-MC helps protect over 250 acres of agricultural land and one historic site in Morgan County in 2008 through four donated conservation easements to the GA Land Trust. For further information on the Land Talk and/or M-MC, contact Christine McCauley at mccauleyc@mindspring.com
Changes
Karin Guzy has resigned as chairman of the Cobb Land Trust; she reports that there is no activity and the land trust is not pursuing any additional responsibilities.

The Oconee River Land Trust has elected new officers for 2009: Dan Hope continues as chair; Larry Dendy is the new vice chair; John Willis continues as Secretary; and Davin Welter is the new treasurer.

This issue of Network News is printed in Verdana rather than the traditional New Times Roman. Anyone have strong opinions?
Network News is a periodic communication produced by the Georgia Land Trust Service Center for land trust leaders in Georgia. To subscribe or to contribute news items, please contact Hans Neuhauser at the Georgia Land Trust Service Center: 706-546-7507 or hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net
PAGE  
1

