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Do you need help with an environmental law or policy question? Science or environmental design? The River Basin Center at UGA’s Odum School of Ecology and  the UGA School of Law are looking for topics that law, ecology and environmental design students can investigate this semester. Questions can result in 3-5 page response memos or more in-depth 10-12 page memos to your organization. ► If you have a topic in mind, please send an e-mail to Laurie Fowler at lfowler@uga.edu by this Thursday, January 8.

Department of Revenue adopts tax credit rules: On December 22, the DOR held a required public hearing on its proposed Conservation Tax Credit rule (Rule 560-7-8-.50) (see Network News 11/21/08 for summary). The rules will become official when they are certified by the Secretary of State’s office; the Secretary will also determine the rules’ effective date – perhaps later this month.
Revised rules for DNR’s tax credit program still “in the works:” DNR had planned to submit revised rules for the tax credit program to the Board of Natural Resources in December but a deadline was missed so the process had to start again. DNR staff has revised the draft again and have submitted the new version for legal review. The revised draft rules are expected to be submitted to the Board of Natural Resources in January and finalized in April.  While the proposed changes are expected to be minor, the Georgia Land Trust Service Center has requested that they be distributed in draft prior to submittal to the Board. Once the Board gets them, any change requires starting the process all over again.  

Other tax credit program updates - Qualified organization application, status and monitoring requirements: The application to become a qualified organization is being updated with language that will negate the need for the qualified organization to submit an affidavit that was previously required for each application.  So, land trusts will only need to turn in a full Qualified Organization Application at the beginning of each year. The new application form should be on the program web site later this week (www.glcp.ga.gov/taxcredit/).  

At present, each qualified organization has to complete the full Qualified Organization Application (with supporting materials) annually.  DNR will need these completed applications by April 1st, in order to remain a qualified organization for 2009.  Please submit completed applications (see below) as soon as you have your updated materials for the year.  The Qualified Organization list on the website will be updated in April to reflect those qualified for 2009.  Once qualified for the year, you will no longer need to complete the full application for each landowner.  

Monitoring Requirement: DNR will soon send a letter to each qualified organization with a list of selected donations approved for the tax credit. Following DNR Rules, DNR will need a copy of the monitoring report done for each of these properties in whatever format you keep them.  You can mail or fax hard copies to the address below but to save paper, please email if you have them electronically or can scan them.  DNR needs to receive the monitoring reports by April 1st to remain a qualified organization. Send applications and reports to Kristina Sorensen at Kristina.Sorensen@dnr.state.ga.us; if you have questions, call her at 770-761-3043.


A Ghost of Christmas Future? To reduce the potential for abuse of its tax credit program, the state of Colorado has promulgated requirements for land trusts that want to participate. At first glance, the 26 pages of questions look daunting, but they are the same type of questions being asked by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission. If you are ready to be accredited – or if you already are – answering the questions should be simple. If Georgia’s tax credit program eventually allows unused tax credits to be transferred to others, we may need to adopt a similar set of requirements to reduce the prospects for abuse. For details on Colorado’s requirements, go to the Colorado Division of Real Estate’s web site, www.dora.state.co.us/real-estate/, go to “Licensing Sections” on the left of the screen and click on “Conservation Easements.”

Changes

It’s official now. The Gwinnett Open Land Trust has formally changed its name to the Georgia Piedmont Land Trust. Carol Hassell will serve as their first Executive Director. She can be reached at chassell@mindspring.com
Angela Johnson is the new president of the board of the Athens Land Trust. New staff members include Dyan Holt (focus on conservation and housing law), Cathi Watkins (homebuyer education and counseling) and Sabrina Cuadra (office management). Nancy Stangle continues as Executive Director and Laura Hall continues as Conservation Director (conservation@athenslandtrust.org
. 
Dates

January 8: Deadline to submit research questions to UGA. See first article for details. 
January 14: Governor Perdue will deliver his State of the State address at the State Capitol starting at 10 AM. He may include the Georgia Land Conservation Program in his speech. You can listen to the Governor through www.legis.state.ga.us The Governor’s budget recommendations for 2009 and 2010 should be released at about the same time. 

March 5: Tentative date for the next meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council. Location: Atlanta.
March 25-26: Southeast Land Trust Conference, Auburn, Alabama. There will be a pre-conference tour of conserved “working” forests on March 24. Details on the conference including registration information will be provided soon 
April 1: Deadlines for submitting the 2009 annual application to be a Qualified Organization and submitting monitoring reports. See article on page 1 for details.
October 11-14: Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon
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