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Revisions to land conservation tax credit law proposed: Georgia’s current land conservation tax credit law (OCGA 48-7-29.12) does not address how the credit is to be allocated if the donation of land or conservation easement was made by a partnership. The subsequent regulations adopted by the GA Department of Revenue (560-7-8-.50(10) do address this issue but in language that according to reform advocates is “vague and unnecessarily restrictive, and will hinder Georgia’s intended objective of preserving its land.” The DOR regulations are also more restrictive than other income tax credits (e.g., for historic rehabilitation or low-income housing). In essence, what is being sought is the allocation of the tax credit among the partners in any manner agreed to by such persons.   
Rally highlights: While not the largest Rally (Denver in 2007 was), attendance at Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon, earlier this week was impressive. Over 1700 people including 24 Georgians participated. Eight of Georgia’s land trusts were represented including the Central Savannah River Land Trust, the Chattowah Open Land Trust (including the Georgia Land Trust), the Lookout Mountain Land Trust, the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia, the Natural Lands Trust, The Nature Conservancy, the Oconee River Land Trust and the Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy. Representatives from the Georgia Land Conservation Center, GEFA, GA DNR and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service were also in attendance.
The 82 accredited land trusts were recognized and celebrated including six from Georgia: the Athens Land Trust, the Central Savannah River Land Trust, the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia, the Natural Lands Trust, the Oconee River Land Trust and the Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy. That’s more accredited land trusts than any other state in the southeast!
Conservation defense insurance – it’s time to commit: The Land Trust Alliance plans to implement the proposed Conservation Defense Insurance Program if a minimum of 12,000 conservation easements and fee land are enrolled in the program (see www.lta.org/cdinsurance for background and details). At Rally 2009, Leslie Ratley-Beach announced that 41% of the threshold had been reached with 101 land trusts signing on, including four from Georgia: the Broad River Watershed Association, the Central Savannah River Land Trust, the Georgia Piedmont Land Trust and the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia. If you have questions, contact Leslie at 802-262-6051 or lrbeach@lta.org  For boards still undecided about signing on, think of it as a low-cost way to help your land trust fulfill your legal obligations to uphold conservation permanence. It’s a “Get out of Jail Free” card!

Changes
Dr. Ray Luce, Director of the Historic Preservation Division of GA DNR, retired on September 30. The Board on Natural Resources has appointed State Archaeologist Dr. David Crass, as acting division director.
Kevin McGorty of the Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy has been selected to serve on the Land Trust Accreditation Commission.

Patty McIntosh has resigned from her position directing the Coastal Office of The Georgia Conservancy in Savannah. She can be reached at patricia.mcintosh@gmail.com
Dates

October 26th, from 8:30am – 10:00am: The Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia will be hosting an event promoting local ballot initiatives for land conservation. The keynote speaker is Will Abberger of the Trust for Public Land’s Tallahassee Office. He will make the point that conserving parks and open space for public use requires financial support. The Trust for Public Land works with communities across the nation with a proven business model of winning ballot measures. This session will look at national trends in land conservation, examine the basic process of collecting data that is needed for effective decision-making, and review the five steps of a successful ballot measure, so as to increase the likelihood of passage and securing of funds. This program will be held at the Pickens County Administrative Offices, 1226 E. Church Street, Jasper, GA in the Commissioner’s Conference Room. 

December 3: Next meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council. Time and location to be determined.
March 17-19, 2010: Southeast US Land Trust Conference, Greenville, SC.  

October 2-5: Rally 2010 in Hartford, Connecticut.

October, 2011: Rally 2011 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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