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Georgia Land Trust Service Center changes name to Georgia Land Conservation Center: The change, recently approved by the Board of Directors, reflects the fact that the Center’s constituency is broader than just land trusts. It includes landowners, concerned citizens, government officials, land managers and others who care about the future of open space land in Georgia. The name change also coincides with the launch of our new web site: www.GaLandCC.com and new e-mail addresses for Executive Director Hans Neuhauser (hans@galandcc.com) and Administrative Assistant Carol Martin (carol@galandcc.com). The address, telephone and fax numbers remain the same: 380 Meigs Street, Athens, GA 30601; tel. 706-546-7507; fax 706-613-7775. Archives of previous issues of Network News – now re-named Land Conservation News – will be on the new web site, along with the names and contact information for land trusts operating in Georgia. 
Additional funds available for stream preservation in the Lower Savannah: The Georgia Wetlands and Streams Trust Fund is now holding $593,430 for the permanent preservation of streams in the Lower Savannah River basin (from just above Augusta to the coast). Funding available for other river basins remains the same (see Network News 8/5/09). For a copy of the new application guidelines, contact Hans Neuhauser at hans@galandcc.com or call him at 706-546-7507.
A message from the Land Trust Accreditation Commission: Did you know that there are now 78 accredited land trusts from across the U.S.? [Editor’s note: including five in Georgia – the Athens Land Trust, the Central Savannah River Land Trust, the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia, the Oconee River Land Trust and the Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy.] Did you also know that registration for 2010 applicants opened in early August? Land trusts registering for 2010 on or before October 1, 2009, are entered into a drawing for a complimentary 2010 Rally registration. This is an exciting time for the land trust community. Land trusts interested in accreditation are drafting and adopting policies and completing their organizational assessments to meet the accreditation registration requirements. 

Is your land trust ready to apply?  If you are planning to register for accreditation, please review the Registration Fact Sheet and examine the requirements carefully to ensure that your land trust is meeting the application requirements. Once you have everything in order for registration, complete the registration form to begin the registration process and secure your land trust’s slot for 2010. Securing your land trust’s slot for 2010 will put you on the path to excellence, trust and permanence, a journey that, as one land trust put it, “will both strengthen the organization and provide the accountability that our donors and the broader community expect.” If you have questions about the accreditation program please go to www.landtrustaccreditation.org or email us at info@landtrustaccreditation.org. Thanks for your interest in accreditation and land trust excellence.

Georgia Land Conservation Council to meet September 3: The Council will meet at the usual location (Trinity-Washington Building in Atlanta) on September 3 starting at 9:30 am. In addition to program updates and follow-up items from the previous meeting (June 3), there will be an action item regarding the due diligence funding policy for conservation easement donations to the State. There will also be a presentation by Dr. Tom Simpson and Mr. Pat Corleto of CH2 M Hill on ecological trading credit strategies (ecosystem services) for landowners.  For further information, contact Curt Soper, Director of the Land Conservation Program at GEFA, tel. 404-584-1083.

You are invited to a Colloquy with Chuck Roe on September 23: The Land Trust Alliance’s Southeast Program Director, Chuck Roe, will visit Georgia on Wednesday, Sept. 23 to host a meeting with land trust leaders to discuss a variety of topics including how to allocate the grant funds received from the R. Howard Dobbs Foundation (see Network News 8/5/09 for details), the future of the Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts, a proposed Georgia Transmission route selection workshop and a possible Georgia gathering at the March 17-19 Southeast Land Trusts Conference in Greenville, SC. The Colloquy with Chuck Roe will take place at the Georgia Wildlife Federation’s Alcovy Conservation Center in Covington from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Lunch will be provided so please RSVP to hans@galandcc.com if you plan to attend.
Historic and cultural resource stewardship workshop October 6-7: The Land Trust for the Little Tennessee and RTCAR (Revitalization of Traditional Cherokee Artisan Resources) are sponsoring a workshop in Cherokee, North Carolina to help land conservationists identify and safeguard important historic and cultural resources and landscapes in the Southern Appalachian and upper Piedmont regions. For details, go to www.ncsu.edu/feop/cultural-resources/
Rally 2009 - October 11-14 in Portland, Oregon: The registration deadline for the National Land Conservation Conference is September 21. For details, go to www.lta.org/rally
Coastal Georgia Land Summit October 22: A day-long summit addressing how we use land on the coast, to be held at the Coastal Georgia Center in Savannah. Co-sponsored by The Georgia Conservancy, the Coastal Resources and Wildlife Resources Divisions of GA DNR and ACCG. For more information, go to: www.georgiaconservancy.org/index.php?page=LLC
Weeks Bay Foundation’s Steve Small lecture postponed: Steve Small, the author of The Federal Tax Law of Conservation Easements and Preserving Family Lands – now in its fourth edition – has postponed his lecture previously  scheduled for January 14 in Mobile; the new date will be in April. For additional information, contact the Weeks Bay Foundation at wbrf@bellsouth.net
The 2010 Southeast Land Trusts Conference will be held on March 17-19 at the Westin Pointsett Hotel in Greenville, South Carolina (not Greensboro as previously announced in error). 
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