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Colloquy with Chuck Roe covers wide range of topics: The September 23d meeting with the Land Trust Alliance’s Southeast Director, Chuck Roe, brought together a dozen land trust leaders from across the state (more would have come but they were inundated) to discuss current topics including accreditation, a proposed workshop on the condemnation of conservation lands, the conservation defense insurance program, the future of the Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts, the roles of the Georgia Land Conservation Center, a focus on the Georgia Piedmont, taking advantage of the Learning Center, local conservation financing, mentoring land trusts, the campaign for a permanent source of funding for land conservation, public policy, regional land trust conferences, the State not playing on a level field of land conservation, tax assessor training, and training for land trust leaders.
A few highlights of the Colloquy include: Georgia is among the top five states in the number of accredited land trusts (we have six and another is expected soon). Georgia is also the top state in the southeast. The Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts should be put into hibernation, to be awoken when needed; the Georgia Land Conservation Center should perform many of GALT’s desired functions. The Land Trust Alliance has funds available to mentor several Georgia land trusts, helping them prepare for accreditation. Tax assessors need training on how to evaluate permanently-preserved conservation lands. Training for the more mature land trusts may involve a session in 2010 on conservation defense and risk management.

Congressmen Jim Marshall and David Scott sign on HR 1831: Thanks to some hard work and persuasive arguments by our colleagues, seven members of Georgia’s Congressional delegation  have now signed on as co-sponsors of the Conservation Easement Incentive Act, HR 1831 or a similar measure in the Senate, S. 812. Thank you, Representatives Barrow, Deal, Lewis, Marshall and Scott, and Senators Chambliss and Isakson!
Some interesting land trust statistics: There are at least 46 land trusts known to work in Georgia (44 of them are listed on the Georgia Land Conservation Center’s web site, www.GaLandcc.com). Of these, 21 are recognized by GA DNR as “qualified organizations” for the Georgia Land Conservation Tax Credit Program (the latest list, updated 7/27/09 is on www.glcp.ga.gov/taxcredit). To be candid, these are the organizations that are doing the lion’s share of private land conservation in the state. Six land trusts are accredited and another is expected to be soon. Two more would like to be in the Accreditation Class of 2010.   

New Consolidated Georgia Conservation Shape File available: Greg Krakow  and Chris Canalos of GA DNR have recently put together a consolidated dataset of all conservation lands in Georgia, gaconslands09.shp. This shapefile is composed of the conservation lands shapefiles already on the Georgia GIS Clearinghouse,
https://data.georgiaspatial.org/index.asp 
When using this consolidated conservation lands shapefile, please keep in mind that the polygons composing this dataset originated from various sources and contain a range of accuracy and precision. The spatial reference system (projection) of the file is NAD 83, UTM Zone 17 North. The following are brief descriptions of selected attribute fields of this file:
     Managing_a: Managing agency of the site
     Manager_co: Manager code for management category of site
     Manager: Management category of site
     Name: Name of site
     Owner_code: Owner code for owner category of site
     Owner: Owner category of site

Changes

The Athens Land Trust has moved to a new location: 685 North Pope Street, Athens, GA 30601. The telephone number remains the same: 706-613-0122.

The Lookout Mountain Land Trust has a new Executive Director, Robyn Carlton.

Dates

September 27: Ken Burns’ series, The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, starts on Georgia Public Broadcasting at 8:00 PM. Check local listing to confirm station and time.

September 30: Conserve Georgia’s Natural Leaders Conference and Governor’s Natural Leaders ‘09 Awards Luncheon. Starts 8:00 AM at the Loudermilk Center, 40 Courtland Avenue, Atlanta. The host is the Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia. For more information, go to www.glcp.ga.gov  and click on the Facebook icon at the bottom of the page. Registration is required.
March 17-19, 2010: Southeast US Land Trust Conference, Greenville, SC. More later. 

October 2-5: Rally 2010 in Hartford, Connecticut
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