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Update - new location and starting time for GA Land Conservation Council meeting: The Council meeting will take place in the DNR Board Room (Twin Towers East, 12th floor) on December 3 starting at 9:30 AM. Agenda items include program updates, expectations for the 2010 General Assembly session, setting the Council’s 2010 meeting dates schedule, reports on the donated conservation easements program and the GLCP website. Yukon Property Consultants will also make a presentation on land conservation opportunities in the current economic climate (see Land Conservation News 11/13/09 for background on this topic).  The meeting should end by 11:00 AM.
Conservation Defense Insurance Program passes the 50% milestone: More than 145 land trusts from 36 states have responded positively to the Land Trust Alliance’s proposed insurance program. The total commitments are now over 6,564 conservation easements or fee-land parcels. At least 12,000 are needed to make the program financially feasible. The following Georgia land trusts have signed on:

· Broad River Watershed Association
· Central Savannah River Land Trust

· Georgia Piedmont Land Trust

· Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia

· Oconee River Land Trust

· St. Simons Land Trust

It is not necessary to be accredited to participate in the program, but accredited land trusts get breaks on the fees. For more information, contact Leslie Ratley-Beach, the Land Trust Alliance’s Conservation Defense Director, at 802-262-6051 or lrbeach@lta.org
Tax legislation moving in the House: Legislation to extend or make permanent the federal tax incentive for donated conservation easements is expected to be on the House floor the week after Thanksgiving. With 260 co-sponsors of H.R. 1831 and S. 812 from both parties and all 50 states, proponents are optimistic. Now is a good time to write a letter to the editor supporting the permanent incentive. The Land Trust Alliance has a template you can customize; contact communications@lta.org for help.
National voter poll shows support for public investments in conservation: The Democratic polling firm of Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin & Associates and the Republican polling firm of Public Opinion Strategies surveyed 800 registered votes nationwide in mid-September to assess public attitudes towards conservation and to gauge support for increased investments in the protection of land, water and wildlife. Results showed that American voters are deeply concerned about the economy (79% serious or extremely serious) and three out of four (76%) believe that we can protect land and water and have a strong economy at the same time. Three out of five support increased public investments in conservation and are willing to pay $100 per year in increased taxes to support them. Seventy percent of voters identified themselves as a “conservationist.”

