NETWORK NEWS 1/11/08

Help evaluate Network News: You are reading the 93rd issue of Network News. We’d like your opinion about the newsletter. ► Please e-mail Hans Neuhauser at hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net  and let him know what you think about the newsletter and especially how it can be improved to better meet your needs. Comments on the usefulness of contents, frequency of publication (currently as needed, an average of about two issues per month) and whether back issues should be available on the Georgia Land Trust Service Center’s web site would be particularly appreciated. Thanks! 

Georgia Land Conservation Council to meet January 17 at the usual place and time: The Council will meet in the Bid Room of the Georgia State Financing and Investment Commission, second floor, 270 Washington Street, Atlanta, starting at 9:00 AM on January 17. Agenda items include presentations on the Natural Resource Conservation Service and marketing efforts. The Council is also expected to review and take action on five grant and/or loan requests for projects totaling over 1,800 acres located in Walker, McIntosh, Liberty, Bulloch and Evans Counties. The Council will also get an update on conservation easement donations to the state.

Senate approves making the increased Federal tax incentives permanent; now up to conference: On December 14, the U.S. Senate approved a version of the Farm Bill which includes a provision (Section 1220) to make the increased tax incentives in the Pension Act permanent. The measure now goes to a House-Senate conference committee to iron out the differences in their respective bills. The House version does not include a similar provision. Russ Shay of the Land Trust Alliance calls both bills “big (1,500 pages), complex and very different,” so final agreement will “probably take weeks to finalize.”  It’s important to get the Georgia delegation behind the permanent incentives and to make the incentives retroactive to January 1, 2008. Thanks to Laura Hall of the Athens Land Trust, Cong. John Barrow is now a co-sponsor, along with Cong. John Lewis and Jim Marshall. ►We need more support than that from the Georgia delegation, so contact your representative now.

Support for improving the state’s land conservation tax credit Act is growing: The Georgia Conservation Voters intends to write letters to each member of the General Assembly expressing their support for both fixing and expanding the tax credit. Specifically, the GCV writes:

Expand the tax credit for voluntary land conservation

Tax incentives are powerful tools in promoting private voluntary land conservation. The General Assembly recognized this in 2006 when it created the Georgia Land Conservation Tax Credit Program by unanimous vote. While the tax credit has been somewhat successful to date, several specific changes would make the incentives more attractive to a broader spectrum of landowners. We recommend five changes: (1) the value of donated land should be determined by a qualified appraisal – and not by the local tax assessor as is presently the case; (2) if a landowner sells his land at less than fair market value – a bargain sale – the donated portion of the sale should qualify for a tax credit; (3) if a landowner conveys land to a  Federal government agency, the donation should qualify for the tax credit; (4) when the taxpayer cannot use all the tax credits in one year, he should be able to carry the credits forward for up to ten years – at present, its five years; and (5) the value of the tax credit should be increased from 25% of the value of the donation to 50%, while retaining the caps of $250,000 for individuals and $500,000 for corporations. 

► Support of these improvements will be needed from land trusts across the state. Please forward this news item to your board and ask them to endorse the improvements both as a board and individually. 

Recognition

At Tavia McCuean’s retirement party on November 27, The Nature Conservancy announced that both a trail and overlook at TNC’s Moody Preserve on the Altamaha River would be named after her in recognition of her twenty years at the helm of TNC in Georgia. A fitting tribute among many offered that night. 

Changes

Robert Barr, former chairman of the Carroll County commission and member of Governor Perdue’s Advisory Council for the Georgia Land Conservation Partnership (among many credentials), has joined the Association of County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG) to be their land conservation coordinator. He will be helping those counties that wish to pursue local funding strategies such as bond and SPLOST referenda for land conservation. The position, which is supported by the Georgia Conservation Voters, grew out of recommendations made at this summer’s Land Summit II. Robert can be reached at (cell) 770-377-6161 or e-mail: RBarr@ACCG.org
Curt Soper has moved his office to be with the rest of the GEFA staff on Peachtree Street. His new contact information is: Georgia Land Conservation Program, GEFA, 233 Peachtree Street NE, Harris Tower, Suite 900, Atlanta, GA 30303; tel. 404-584-1083, e-mail: curt@gefa.ga.gov
The Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest has a new Forest Supervisor, George Bain. He replaces Kathleen Atkinson, who moved to Washington last summer to work in the U. S. Forest Service national office. The Deputy Forest Supervisor is Paul Bradley. On temporary assignment to the C-O National Forest is Zone Realty Specialist Blaine Boydstun; he will assume a lot of Jim Kidd’s duties until a permanent replacement can be found.

Jason Rooks has left Georgia Conservation Voters to create Clean Energy Strategies, LLC. He can be reached at 404-217-2937 or jasonrooks@comcast.net Jill Johnson serves as Interim Executive Director at GCV. 

Dates

January 16: Governor Sonny Perdue delivers his “State of the State” address starting at 2:00 PM. The Governor is expected to request funding for the Georgia Land Conservation Program. You should be able to listen to the address through www.legis.state.ga.us
January 17: Meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council starts at 9:00 am at the usual location. See page 1 for details.

February 13: Deadline to submit proposals for presentation at Rally 2008 (see below). For details, go to www.lta.org/training/rally/cfp_info.htm
March 27-29: Southeast Regional Land Trust Conference, Montreat, NC. Expect details shortly. 

September 18-21: Rally 2008 in Pittsburgh. For details, go to www.lta.org
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