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Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts Summer 2008 Meeting, July 17 & 18, in Augusta: The next meeting of GALT will be held at the Enterprise Mill, 1450 Greene Street, in Augusta on Thursday afternoon, July 17 and Friday, July 18. The meeting is hosted by the Central Savannah River Land Trust and supported by the Southeast Regional Office of the Land Trust Alliance. Details follow. ► Please register now by sending your check to Abby Jordan, GALT Treasurer, c/o Southern Conservation Trust, 201 McIntosh Trail, Suite B, Peachtree City, GA 30269.

GALT featured training: On Friday, July 18, Laurel Florio, JD, will present Conservation Easement Permanence - The Link between Drafting, Stewardship and Enforcement. This course is a stream-lined combination of two new LTA Curriculum Courses; “Conservation Easement Drafting and Documentation” and “Conservation Easement Stewardship”.   This session will provide an overview of several subjects vital to perpetual conservation easement stewardship, such as the importance of drafting easement language, recordkeeping, baseline documentation reports, annual monitoring, landowner relationships, handling violations and amendments.   The most important objectives will be discussed in order to assist participants in tackling “real life,” on-point issues of concern within their conservation easement/land protection programs.  Additionally, any organizations considering accreditation may find this session helpful since it seeks to cover a wide range of material essential to ensuring sound transactions.

The course presenter is Laurel A. Florio, an attorney/consultant primarily working with land transactions and conservation easements.   She is a member of the Land Trust Alliance’s Land Conservation Leadership Program Faculty, speaks annually at the LTA National Conference, conducts seminars and training sessions for the LTA and other entities, as well as acts as a consultant to the LTA, land trusts, landowners, governmental and other non-profit organizations around the country.  She was a reviewer of the new LTA Curriculum Course entitled “Conservation Easement Stewardship” as well as on the review team for the LTA publication “Amending Conservation Easements: Evolving Practices and Legal Principles”.   She is located in Germantown, TN and can be reached via email, lflorio1@comcast.net or phone (901)737-0370.       

GALT meeting schedule:

Thursday, July 17

1:00 PM – GALT Business Meeting 

1:45 PM - Break

2:00 PM – GA DNR Technical Assistance for Land Trusts (Kristina Sorensen)

3:00 PM – Break 

3:15 PM - Public Utilities, Condemnation and Land Trusts (Hans Neuhauser and Vince Hughes)

5:00 PM – Transfer of Development Rights (Chris McCauley)

5:30 PM – Adjourn; proceed to motel to check in

6:30 PM – Social hour (hosted by the Central Savannah River Land Trust at 753 Broad Street in downtown Augusta)

7:30 PM – Dinner (Dutch treat) in downtown Augusta

Afterwards: Informal, off-the-record discussion of the future of the land trust movement in Georgia. Candlewood Suites motel, 1080 Claussen Road.

Friday, July 18

9:00 AM – Public Policy: Updates and Future Considerations (Thomas Farmer)

9:30 AM - Standards and Practices Curriculum Course: Conservation Easement Permanence - The Link between Drafting, Stewardship and Enforcement. (Chuck Roe and Laurel Florio)

12:00 Noon – Catered Lunch 

12:45 PM – Course continues

3:00 PM – Wrap up and adjourn  

Registration: The registration fee for the two-day GALT meeting is $40 for members of GALT (i.e., you are affiliated with a land trust that is a member of GALT) and $50 for non-members. This fee covers materials, refreshments during both days, the Thursday evening social hour and catered lunch on Friday.  If you attend only one day, the registration fee is $20 for members and $25 for non-members. The fee goes up by $5 if you register after July 13. ► Please make out your check to the Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts and send it to Abby Jordan, GALT Treasurer, c/o Southern Conservation Trust, 201 McIntosh Trail, Suite B, Peachtree City, GA 30269. Directions and other information will be sent to those who register prior to July 13.  

Overnight accommodations in Augusta: Our hosts recommend the Candlewood Suites, a brand-new motel located at 1080 Claussen Road near I-20. It’s about ten minutes from the Enterprise Mill meeting site and downtown (social hour and restaurants). They can be reached at 1-888-226-3539 or 706-733-3300. Other accommodation options in the area include Jameson Suites (706-733-4656), Baymont Inn & Suites (706-733-5900) and Sleep Inn (706-738-7473). In downtown Augusta, there’s the Augusta Marriott (more conveniently located but more expensive; 706-722-8900). 
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