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Two land trusts operating in Georgia are expected to be accredited this week: On September 19, the Land Trust Accreditation Commission will hold a graduation ceremony for the round one participants of the Class of 2008 at Rally 2008 in Pittsburgh.  There are six land trusts that operate in Georgia that are in the Class of 2008: The Athens Land Trust, the Chattowah Open Land Trust (doing business as the Georgia Land Trust and the Alabama Land Trust), the Central Savannah River Land Trust, the Oconee River Land Trust and the Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy. The applications are being considered in three rounds. ALT and MCTGA are in the first round; CSRLT and TTRS&LC are in the second round; COLT and ORLT are in the third round. 
Comments welcome on Central Savannah River Land Trust’s application to become accredited: Part of the application process to become an accredited land trust requires each land trust to seek public comment on their application. The CSRLT is in the second round of applicants for 2008. The Land Trust Accreditation Commission is now accepting comments on their application.  For information and guidelines on public comments, go to: http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/current-applicants/action-public-comment. 
Comments also welcome on Oconee River Land Trust’s accreditation application: ORLT is in the third round of applicants for 2008. For information and guidelines on public comments, go to: http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/current-applicants/action-public-comment
New Administrative Rules adopted for the GA Land Conservation Program: The Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority formally adopted revised Rules for the Program on August 27. They may be downloaded from www.glcp.ga.gov  GEFA also adopted some changes to the loan program, including a reduction in interest rates from 3 to 2 percent for much of the state. Details and a new loan application for non-profit organizations will be up on the website soon, perhaps this week. 
Revised tax credit Rules to go to the DNR Board on September 23: The draft tax credit rules have been tweaked slightly since the stakeholders meeting on August 21. The “conservation lands” section has not been substantively changed, and clarification of the subdivision of parcels requirements (Definitions, 8 c) is being sought from the Department of Revenue. The Board on Natural Resources will receive the draft on September 23, after which it will be posted for public comment. The Board is expected to vote on the revised rules in December or January. 
Conservation defense insurance options explored; comments wanted: The Land Trust Alliance and the Heart of the Rockies Initiative commissioned a report on insurance options to help cover the litigation costs of defending conservation easements and in-fee land. The report proposes the establishment of a captive insurance program that is owned and managed by the land trust community. If 12,000 easements were enrolled in the program, the estimated annual premiums would be about $55 per easement. Land trusts would still need their own litigation war chest but it would not have to be as full as it would need to be if they had to defend an easement on their own. Editorial comment: The concept is a good one, but the devil is in the details. So download the report, ask yourself if your land trust would participate, and send your answer and comments to Leslie Ratley-Beach at lrbeach@lta.org by March 1. The 60-page report is available at www.lta.org
UGA offers free training for non-profit board members: The Terry College of Business at UGA is offering three day-long training seminars this fall for board members of non-profit organizations. Topics covered include roles and responsibilities of the board, fundraising, managing volunteers and strategic planning. Sessions will be held from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM at the Tate Center on the UGA campus on September 17, October 15 and November 19. For more information and to register, go to www.terry.uga.edu/management/nonprofit/seminars.html or call Archie Carroll at 706-542-3730.
Changes:

Gena Abraham, Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Transportation and former chair of the Georgia Land Conservation Council, is now Mrs. Mike Evans. 

The American Farmland Trust has restructured its organization to focus on two campaigns: (1) local farms and food and (2) agriculture and the environment. As a consequence, as of October 1, AFT will close its offices in Ohio, Michigan and North Carolina. Gerry Cohn, AFT’s Southeast States Director, will continue working with AFT on a consulting basis to finish projects in South and North Carolina. Gerry has been a valuable and important ally in the conservation of farmland in Georgia and the southeast, and will be sorely missed. 
Katherine Hinson has resigned as Director of Development for the Oconee River Land Trust. She’s expecting in November. 
Patricia Muesse has joined the staff of the Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia as Director of Development.

Date:

Correction: The next meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council will be on November 13 (not October 16) in Atlanta. Details later. 
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