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Land conservation tax credit rules being developed: The passage of amendments to the tax credit bill (HB 1274) earlier this year necessitate the development of new rules for its implementation. Among the crucial questions to be addressed is what lands qualify for the tax credit. Under the original legislation (2006), eligibility was linked to ten land conservation goals including water quality protection for rivers, streams and lakes, flood and wetlands protection, protection of natural habitat, agricultural and forest lands and others. This year’s amendments remove the reference to the ten goals and, instead, leave the definition of conservation land up to the Board of Natural Resources without further guidance as to what should be included or excluded. DNR staff are currently working on draft rules and expect to hold a stakeholders’ meeting with the conservation community to discuss them in late August. The date, time and location of the session will be announced in Network News when we know it. DNR hopes to finish the rulemaking process by December.    
Environmental Practicum memo topics needed now: Do you have a research question related to water resources that an interdisciplinary team of University of Georgia students might help you answer? The UGA School of Ecology’s fall Environmental Practicum, under the supervision of Laurie Fowler, is looking for topics for the fall in such areas as ecology, law, forestry, environmental design, engineering and other disciplines. Topic results can be in the form of brief memos (10-20 pages) or more lengthy interdisciplinary reports. If you have such a topic, please get in touch with Beth Gavrilles immediately at 706-542-7247 or bethgav@uga.edu  Topics are needed by August 11. 
GA Land Conservation Council approves four grants and a loan: At its July 11 meeting on Jekyll Island, the Council approved a grant and low-interest loan to Walker County for the preservation of 1,565 acres of McLemore Cove. A second grant to Walker County will purchase a conservation easement on a tract next to DNR’s Zahnd tract. The easement will be held by the Lookout Mountain Conservancy. Athens-Clarke County received a grant for the acquisition of a seven acre tract on the Middle Oconee River. The Georgia Forestry Commission received a grant to help them secure a conservation easement on 125 acres on the Ocmulgee River in Pulaski County. Additional details may be found at www.glcp.ga.gov
Conservation Easement Drafting and Documentation published: The latest publication in the Land Trust Alliance’s Standards and Practices Curriculum series was distributed hot off the press to participants in the recent Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts meeting in Augusta. You, too, can get a copy of this most useful book from the Land Trust Alliance for $24.95 plus shipping (go to www.lta.org to order). The book was written by Jane Ellen Hamilton of Hamilton Consulting (formerly with the Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts). Peer reviewers were Karin Marchetti (Maine Coast Heritage Trust) and our own Kevin McGorty (Tall Timbers Land Conservancy). Chapters cover an introduction to conservation easements, drafting conservation easements and baseline documentation reports. This book belongs in your land trust’s library. 
Changes

The Athens Land Trust has added Beth Blalock, Antwon Givens, Malcolm Palmore and Dev Weeks to the board. Katie Kandalec has stepped down from the board. 

Robert Barr, Director of the Association of County Commissioners of Georgia’s Land Initiative, has decided to return to helping disadvantaged youth in Carroll County. Beginning August 13, he will be replaced at ACCG by Beth Bradley, a recent law school graduate from Florida State University and former ACCG staff intern and associate.  
Expecting in November is the Oconee River Land Trust’s Director of Development, Katherine Hinson.
Also with “a bun in the oven” [her term] is the Georgia Land Trust Service Center’s board member, Alice Lawrence.
Tavia McCuean, formerly State Director of The Nature Conservancy, has joined the staff of the Forestar Real Estate Group (a spin-off of Temple Inland) as Vice President for Stewardship and Conservation. She can be reached at 770-272-8121 or taviamccuean@forestargroup.com
The St. Simons Land Trust has elected officers for 2008-2009; the chair is Jack Hartman, vice chair is Lee Richards, treasurer is Jim Manning, assistant treasurer is Ted Davis, secretary is John Rogers and assistant secretary is Bob Atwood. New board members are Chuck Cansler and Sherri Jones. SSLT founding board member Frances McCrary was welcomed back to the board and Joey Strength was re-elected. Retiring from the board are outgoing chair and founder Ben Slade, Roger Steffens, Jonathan Raclin, Rhonda Hicks, Susan Corn Wainright and George Stapleton. 
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