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Tax credit rules stakeholders meeting August 21: A stakeholders meeting on the proposed changes to DNR's Tax Credit Rules will be held next Thursday, August 21st starting at 10:00 AM in the Finance Conference Room of the Trinity-Washington Building, 270 Washington Street in Atlanta. (This is just across the hall from where the GA Land Conservation Council meetings are typically held when they are in Atlanta.) This will be an informal stakeholder meeting for the conservation community to provide feedback to DNR on the proposed changes. (For background on the importance of this issue to the land trust community, see Network News 8/5/08)  DNR is still working on a draft of the Rules and they plan to make them available shortly before the meeting. For those unable to attend the meeting, you can e-mail written comments to be discussed at the meeting to Kristina Sorensen at Kristina.Sorensen@dnr.state.ga.us 
Funds available for wetland and streams preservation: Most of the funds in the Georgia Wetlands and Streams Trust Fund are being held for specific projects such as Raccoon Creek (Paulding County), Webster Lake (White County) and the Stateline Wetland (Rabun County). There are still some undesignated funds looking for a good project in specific river basins:

	River Basin
	Funds for Wetlands
	Funds for Streams

	Chattahoochee
	$ 8,346
	$ 0

	Coosa/Etowah
	$ 24,365
	$ 0

	Ogeechee
	$ 22,745
	$ 72,062

	Savannah
	$ 19,267
	$ 325,266

	St. Mary’s
	$ 0
	$ 1,532

	Tennessee
	$ 67,536
	$ 4,027


For information on how to apply for the funds, contact Hans Neuhauser at the Georgia Land Trust Service Center, 706-546-7507 or hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net
Third edition of Landowner’s Guide to Conservation Incentives now available: The recently updated Landowner’s Guide summarizes financial incentives, technical help and conservation options available to landowners across Georgia. The guide navigates nearly 20 federal and state programs, offering concise descriptions and comparisons. Available free from the Georgia Wildlife Resources Division, the handbook also includes a directory of conservation-related offices in the state. Although targeted primarily at forest and agricultural landowners, the information can help familiarize conservation officials with available programs. The guide was updated this year through a grant from The
Environmental Resources Network, or TERN, a nonprofit advocacy group supporting Wildlife Resources’ Nongame Conservation Section. Copies are available online at www.georgiawildlife.com (click “Conservation” and “Landowner programs”) or at www.glcp.org (click "Resources"). Organizations interested in sponsoring customized local information workshops on the various Conservation Incentives available for landowners may contact DNR biologists Kristina Sorensen in Social Circle (770-918-6411) or Sharon Holbrooks in Forsyth (478-994-1438) for more information.  

Do you want to be in the Accreditation Class of 2009? Applications for accreditation for the Class of 2009 are now available from the Land Trust Accreditation Commission at http://landtrustaccreditation.org/getting-accredited/2009-application-registration-and-fees. If you plan to apply for accreditation in 2009, please contact Chuck Roe at the Land Trust Alliance’s Southeast Office at 919-424-4427 or croe@lta.org  He may have funds available to help you prepare.

Farmland Protection Program Rule comments encouraged: According to the American Farmland Trust (AFT), the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is in the midst of drafting a proposed Interim Final Rule.  This rule should be done in mid-September.  While NRCS is not soliciting comments on the rule at this time, the agency is open to written comments regarding the rule and AFT encourages partners to share their thoughts on implementation with NRCS.  Letters regarding the FPP rule should be sent to Arlen Lancaster, Chief of NRCS, and to Doug Lawrence, who is heading up NRCS Farm Bill implementation efforts.  Their contact information is:  Natural Resources Conservation Service, USDA, P.O. Box 2890, Washington, DC 20013-2890;
Arlen.Lancaster@wdc.usda.gov and Douglas.Lawrence@wdc.usda.gov
  

The AFT also reports that the Administration recently proposed a number of cuts to conservation and other Farm Bill programs for the 2009 fiscal year (which begins in October).  These recommendations include a $24 million reduction in funding for FPP, which would reduce funding down to $97 million, the current authorization for the program.  AFT has urged Congress to reject these cuts and encourages partners to ask their Members of Congress to ignore the Administration’s proposal and to fully fund FPP in FY09.  

Dates

August 21 – Tax Credit Stakeholders Meeting: See lead article.

August 25 - Last day to register for Rally 2008:  Rally offers a unique chance to sharpen your skills, learn innovative techniques for your work, and meet great fellow conservationists.  Some of the new offerings at Rally this year include:

          An inaugural Board Member Summit - Friday, September 19th
          Government Partner Sessions - Saturday, September 20th
          Cities, Culture and History 
          Guiding Land Trusts Success 
Additional Rally information is available online at www.lta.org/learning/rally/. If you need any assistance, please call 202-638-4725 x345 or e-mail rally@lta.org for more information.

September 18 – Southeast Regional Reception at Rally: Please join Chuck Roe and over 150 of your colleagues and friends from the Southeast region for a special regional reception at Rally 2008 in Pittsburgh, PA.  The reception will be held on Thursday, September 18, from 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm at the historic Omni William Penn Hotel. The event is generously sponsored by the U.S. Department of Defense. This year, the reception is being held earlier on the schedule so you can socialize and network before the seminars and workshops begin, and then meet up with new friends throughout Rally.  It is a special time to catch up and hear what others in our region have been working on.
 
September 27: Sustainability Expo: The Madison-Morgan Conservancy will co-host the Expo from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM to promote land, energy and water conservation and to provide you with an opportunity to purchase local foods, taste the bounty of Morgan County and see local artists and puppeteers. Vendors of sustainable technologies will be present. For details, contact M-MC volunteer Chris McCauley at mccauley@mindspring.com
October 15 - Conservation Easements:  Keys to Permanence: The Land Trust Alliance and the Tennessee Land Trusts Network are offering a seminar on Wednesday, October 15 in Nashville, Tennessee from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. This seminar will review how to assure permanency in conservation easement agreements with private landowners, and will review best practices in negotiating and drafting easements, baseline documentation, stewardship and regular monitoring, maintaining positive landowner relationships, handling violations, dealing with future amendments, and long-term enforcement and defense.  Contents of the workshop will be drawn from several units of the Land Trust Alliance’s new Standards and Practices Curriculum.  The presenters are Leslie Ratley-Beach (the Land Trust Alliance national conservation defense program director and former legal counsel for the Vermont Land Trust) assisted by Laurel Florio (a Land Trust Alliance trainer and counselor and former attorney for Ducks Unlimited) and Emily B. Parish (Land Protection Manager at The Land Trust for Tennessee). The presenters will provide short synopses of each topic, followed by open discussion aimed to address “real life” issues of concerns to the participants. The seminar fee is $20. For further information, contact Barbara McCarthy at The Land Trust for Tennessee, tel. 615-244-5263 or bmccarthy@landtrusttn.org
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