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Thursday, July 17 session of GALT meeting cancelled: Due to a lack of signups, the decision was made to cancel the Thursday, July 17 session of the Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts. The Friday, July 18 session will be held. The July 18 session  will be held at the Enterprise Mill, 1450 Greene Street, in Augusta. It will feature Laurel Florio, JD, who will present Conservation Easement Permanence - The Link between Drafting, Stewardship and Enforcement. This course is a stream-lined combination of two new LTA Curriculum Courses; “Conservation Easement Drafting and Documentation” and “Conservation Easement Stewardship.” The session will start at 9:00 AM with a public policy update by Thomas Farmer of The Nature Conservancy. The Standards and Practices Curriculum Course will start at 9:30 AM and continue until 3:00 PM. Lunch and a course book are included in the registration fee. You can register at the door ($25 for GALT members, $30 for non-members) but you will not get lunch unless you pre-register (send an e-mail to hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net)

Comments on Tall Timbers Research Station & Land Conservancy’s application for accreditation: Part of the application process to become an accredited land trust requires each land trust to seek public comment on their application. Tall Timbers is in the second round of applicants for 2008. The Land Trust Accreditation Commission is now accepting comments on their application.  For information and guidelines on public comments, go to: http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/current-applicants/action-public-comment. Comments would be most useful if received by September 15, 2008.

Million Mile Greenway nonprofit starts with Atlanta as base: Jim Langford, former State Director with the Trust for Public Land, is spearheading the formation of a new organization to help communities develop greenways and to link them with other communities’ greenways. As described in Maria Saporta’s Names in Business article in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (July 13, page E3), MMG is providing software and technical expertise to community leaders; MMG is also working on a toolkit on the various ways to conserve land and build greenways. Partnerships will be encouraged, including those with land trusts. Projects are already underway in Newton County, coastal Georgia, the Athens area and – showing MMG’s national aspirations - northern Virginia. MMG’s  board includes Ryan Gravel, Jessie Glasgow, Angela Graham, Phillip Hoover, Tom Parker, Susan Rutherford, Bo Spaulding and Robert Turner. Jim Langford serves on the board and serves as MMG’s president (he is still a consultant with Linger Longer on their controversial Jekyll Island redevelopment). He can be reached at 404-285-2001. The organization’s web site is www.millionmilegreenway.org
Substantiate donations in a timely manner: According to LeslieRatley-Beach, Conservation Defense Director at the Land Trust Alliance, at least two conservation easement deductions have been disallowed by the IRS because the land trusts failed to send donors their “contemporaneous acknowledgement and substantiation” letters. IRS Form 1771 has the details. In summary, the land trust must acknowledge the gift (of $75 or more) and state that the donor did not receive any goods or services in exchange. (If the donor did receive goods or services, see Form 1771). “Contemporaneous” means the acknowledgement must be provided either before the donor files his/her taxes or before the taxes are due, whichever is earlier. 
Register for Rally 2008 by July 20 and save $60: The early-bird registration fee for the National Land Trust Conference in Pittsburgh will go up on July 21, so register now by going to www.lta.org  Rally 2008 will be held September 18 – 21.
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