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Register for GALT meeting: ► For planning purposes, it would be very helpful if you registered now for the July 17-18 meeting of the Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts in Augusta by sending your check to Abby Jordan, GALT Treasurer, c/o Southern Conservation Trust, 201 McIntosh Trail, Suite B, Peachtree City, GA 30269. The registration fee for the two-day GALT meeting is $40 for members of GALT (i.e., you are affiliated with a land trust that is a member of GALT) and $50 for non-members. This fee covers materials, refreshments during both days, the Thursday evening social hour and catered lunch on Friday.  If you attend only one day, the registration fee is $20 for members and $25 for non-members. The fee goes up by $5 if you register after July 13. Directions and other information will be sent to those who register prior to July 13.  For details on the GALT meeting, see Network News 6/20/08 or contact Hans Neuhauser at 706-546-7507 or hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net
New administrative rules proposed for the GA Land Conservation Act: The passage of HB 1176 earlier this year requires changes to the Rules for the Program. Some of the important changes proposed include: adding state agencies (in addition to GA DNR) and non-profit organizations to those eligible for loans; and providing criteria for acceptable projects. The GA Environmental Facilities Authority will be accepting comments on the proposed changes through August 28. For a copy of the Proposed Program Description and Rules, go to www.glcp.ga.gov  New Rules will be needed for the GA Land Conservation Tax Credit Program as well.
Survey of southeast land trusts: The Southeast Regional Office of the Land Trust Alliance has released the results of its survey of land trusts operating in the southeastern U.S. (not including national organizations). It contains a number of interesting statistics. Among them: The top 50 land trusts is the southeast are responsible for 97.3% of the acres protected cumulatively through 2007. The top 50 include five land trusts that operate in Georgia: the Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy (ranked #1), the Chattowah Open Land Trust (#2), the Georgia Land Trust Service Center (#42), the Central Savannah River Land Trust (#43) and the Southeast Regional Land Conservancy (#46). In 2007, land trusts in Georgia protected 50,130 acres which represents 18% of the total protected in the southeast; Georgia’s record was second highest with only South Carolina higher (64,191 acres; 24%). For a copy of the full report, contact Frank McKay at LTA-SE: fmckay@lta.org
Landowner’s Guide to Conservation Incentives – Third Edition: The GA Department of Natural Resources is publishing a third edition of the popular and useful Landowner’s Guide to Conservation Incentives. The Guide includes information on a wide variety of topics including: financial assistance for management practices; technical assistance and developing a plan for managing your land; incentives for land conservation; and directories (including “qualified” land trusts in Georgia).  Copies of the Guide will be available at the GALT meeting in Augusta. They may also be obtained from DNR’s Nongame Conservation Section, 116 Rum Creek Drive, Forsyth, GA 31029; tel. 478-994-1438. In the near future, the Guide will also be available electronically at www.georgiawildlife.com  Navigate to the conservation page for a link to the Guide.
Boy Scouts of America looking for mega-land conservation site: The Boy Scouts of America are quickly identifying sites for a potentially exciting, large-scale conservation
opportunity. In celebration of the organization's 100th anniversary, the BSA has announced a national search to find a permanent location for its National Scout Jamboree. Since 1981, the BSA has used 3,000 acres at Virginia's Fort A.P. Hill to support more than 43,000 (and up to 200,000!) Scouts and leaders at each gathering. The primary objective of Project Arrow is "to identify and secure a permanent site for National Scout Jamborees, which typically occur every four years, beginning with the 2013 Jamboree at the selected site. The initial capital investment for Project Arrow, projected to range from
$100 million to $250 million, is expected to be completed within five years from the date of site selection. Project Arrow will have a significant positive impact on the economy of the selected location through the tremendous number of visitors to the site." The development of the site might also include activities and facilities that would be used year-round: High Adventure programs, a museum, and a Center for Leadership Excellence within a conference and training center. Among other requirements, potential sites must have spectacular natural beauty; have water for recreational activities; be at least 5,000 acres and available for donation, long-term lease (100+ years), or sale; be located within 25 miles of an interstate or a four-lane divided highway; be located within 150 miles of a commercial service airport with medium or large hub status; be located in an area with adequate medical services; be accessible year-round via standard modes of transportation. 
Changes

For over a year, the Gwinnett Open Land Trust has been working on land conservation deals outside Gwinnett County. Now, the board has made it official. The Gwinnett Open Land Trust will now be called the Georgia Piedmont Land Trust. Carol Hassell remains the President of the new GPLT.
Berdeana L. Aguar, former board member and secretary of the Oconee River Land Trust and wife of Oconee River Greenway founder Dr. Charles Aguar, passed away on June 18. A memorial service was held June 20. To sign the Guest Book, please log in to www.wrightscapes.net/Aguar 
Al Foster officially accepted the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest’s Realty Specialist Position on June 16. He will be replacing Jim Kidd. Al comes to the Forest from northeast Tennessee where he has been filling an appraiser position assigned to the US Forest Service’s Regional Office. Prior to that assignment Al ran his own appraisal/consulting forester business.  Al has additional experience working in the private sector where he managed land assets and timber for private individuals and businesses. He has also worked with lands partners in the past.  He brings a lot of experience in the type of work the Forest Service does in the lands program on the Forest. His starting date will be August 3rd. Al's e-mail is altonfoster@fs.fed.us
Lee Echols has joined the North America Land Trust staff as its newest Conservation Biologist.  Currently based out of Athens/his truck, he is helping coordinate NALT’s southeast monitoring program and baseline inventories of NALT conservation areas. 
He has a B.S in Ecology and Environmental Biology from Appalachian State University, and M.S. in Plant Biology from the University of Georgia.  Before coming on board at NALT, Lee was working for NatureServe as a Consulting Botanist helping to classify vegetation in 2 Georgia National Parks. Lee has worked for numerous conservation organizations, including the National Committee for the New River and the Golden Gate Parks Conservancy. He can be reached at: GA Field Office, NALT, P. O. Box 7489, Athens, GA 30604; tel. 706-338-2157; fax 706-850-1773; e-mail: lee_echols@nalt.org
Hazel Langrall is serving as the Interim Executive Director of the Central Savannah River Land Trust (see Derek Vanover, below).

Julie Mayfield, formerly Vice President and General Counsel with The Georgia Conservancy, has accepted the position of Executive Director of the Western North Carolina Alliance. She can be reached at WNCA, 29 North Market Street, Suite 610, Asheville, NC 28801; 828-258-8737 or Julie@wnca.org
Christine McCauley has resigned as Executive Director of the Chattahoochee Hill Country Conservancy. She is now working for the Madison-Morgan Conservancy and will be working on two other projects this summer. She can be reached at mccauleyc@mindspring.com
Steve Small, author of Preserving Family Lands and the IRS Treasury Regulations on conservation easements, has moved his office to Law Offices of Stephen J. Small, Esq., PC, One Gateway Center, Suite 305, Newton, MA 02458; tel. 617-357-4012; e-mail: stevesmall@stevesmall.com
Derek Vanover has resigned as Executive Director of the Central Savannah River Land Trust. He will remain in the Augusta area working in landscape architecture. He can be reached at 706-414-5263 or landraft@knology.net 
Date reminders
July 11: Georgia Land Conservation Council third quarterly meeting at the Jekyll Island Convention Center, starting at 10:00 AM and ending by 11:30 AM.  
July 13: Registration fee for the GALT meeting increases today. See first article, above, for details.

July 14: Deadline for submitting Rally scholarship application. Go to www.lta.org
July 17-18: Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts meeting, Augusta; see lead article above.

July 21: Deadline for registering for Rally at reduced rate; Go to www.lta.org
August 28: Deadline for submitting comments on the proposed rule changes for the GA Land Conservation Program. See www.glcp.ga.gov for details.

September 18-21: Rally 2008, Pittsburgh, PA. Go to www.lta.org
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