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Congress overrides veto; expanded Federal tax incentives for conservation easements available for 2008 & 2009: Yesterday, the Congress overrode President Bush’s veto of the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 (often called the Farm Bill), thus extending the expanded tax incentives for conservation easements for two years (retroactive to January 1, 2008) and authorizing the expenditure of funds for important land conservation programs.

The incentive, which applies to a landowner’s federal income tax, will:

· Raise the deduction a donor can take for donating a voluntary conservation agreement from 30% of their income in any year to 50%; 

· Allow farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their income; and 

· Increase the number of years over which a donor can take deductions from 6 to 16 years. 
The Farm Bill also provides $733 million over five years for the Farmland Protection Program (previously known as the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program). Funding levels are $98M in FY08, $121M in FY09, $150M in FY10, $175M in FY11 and $200M in FY12. This program has already helped save farmland in Georgia through deals negotiated by the Athens Land Trust, the Georgia Agricultural Land Trust, the Georgia Land Trust and others. The bill also clarifies the eligibility of land trusts to directly participate in the program.
► Now is the time to thank those Senators and Representatives who supported the Farm Bill.
Rally 2008 program and registration information now available: Go to www.lta.org for details on the September 18-21 National Land Conservation Conference in Pittsburgh, PA.. And remember to register early to get your choices of field trips and seminars.

Important Rally dates are:

July 14 – Deadline for submitting an application for a Rally scholarship. If you have never been to a Rally, you are a good candidate for a scholarship.

July 21 – Deadline for registering at a reduced rate; the fee goes up by $60 the next day

August 25 – Deadline for Rally registration and for hotel reservations

September 18 – Rally 2008: Field trips and seminars; southeast regional reception
September 19 -  Rally 2008: Field trips and seminars; board member summit
September 20 – Rally 2008: Workshops and plenary sessions
September 21 – Rally 2008: Workshops and plenary sessions
One of the highlights of Rally 2008 will be Georgia's own Chuck Leavell, a member of The Rolling Stones Band for over 25 years, donor of a conservation easement on forest land in Twiggs County to the Georgia Forestry Commission and member of the Georgia Land Conservation Council. He will perform at the closing plenary session of Rally 2008. He will "treat us to his perspective and a musical sampling" on Sunday, September 21.  For details, go to www.lta.org
White House considering the creation of a deep-water “marine monument” off Georgia, elsewhere: National Public Radio has learned that the White House is considering the use of the Antiquities Act of 1906 to establish five new marine monuments that are within the United States’ exclusive economic zone (out to 200 miles). Three of the sites are in the Pacific – South, West and Central; one is in the Gulf of Mexico and one off the southeast U.S. coast. The latter would protect an extensive network of deep-water corals off the coasts of Florida, Georgia, South and North Carolina. By using the Antiquities Act, President Bush would bypass the Congressional approval process. Details are under review by the White House and have not been released. For additional details, go to www.npr.org
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