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Congress passes Farm Bill with veto-proof margins: Yesterday, the U.S. House voted 318 to 106 in favor of the Farm, Nutrition and Bioenergy Act of 2008. Today, the Senate voted 81 to 15 in favor of the Act. President Bush is expected to veto the Act. The vote to override require 2/3d majorities in both House and Senate. If the initial votes of 73% in the House and 81% in the Senate hold, an override may occur sometime next week. Both Georgia Senators Chambliss and Isakson voted in favor of the Act. Georgia Congressmen voting for the Act were: Cong. Barrow, Bishop, Gingrey, Johnson, Kingston, Lewis, Marshall and Scott. Congressmen opposed were: Broun, Deal, Linder, Price and Westmoreland. ► A word of encouragement to those voting the correct way would be appropriate now.  The Act includes a two-year extension to the expanded Federal tax incentives for conservation easements (retroactive to January 1, 2008) and provides funding for important land conservation programs.
Governor Perdue signs land conservation measures: The Governor has signed the amendments improving the Georgia Land Conservation Program (HB 1176), the land conservation tax credit program (HB 1274) and the GA Forest Land Protection Act (HB 1211). The latter Act becomes effective on passage of a related constitutional amendment in November (HR 1276). It would open the Current Use Valuation Program (CUVA) to businesses and eliminate the acreage cap. A 15-year covenant would be required in order to qualify for significant property tax reductions. 
Plans for next Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts meeting are coming into focus: The next meeting of GALT will be held in Augusta on Thursday, July 17 and Friday, July 18. The Thursday afternoon session will include a business meeting, presentations and discussions on several topics of interest to land trust leaders. Most of Friday will focus on conservation easement design, management and defense. The lead presenter will be Laurel Florio, a conservation attorney from Memphis and a member of the Land Trust Alliance’s Southeastern Faculty. The host for the GALT event is the Central Savannah River Land Trust. Please hold the dates. Additional details will be provided later.

Comment on the Athens Land Trust’s application for accreditation: Part of the application process to become an accredited land trust requires each land trust to seek public comment on their application. The Athens Land Trust is in the first round of applicants for 2008. The Land Trust Accreditation Commission is now accepting comments on their application. For information and guidelines on public comments, see the Commission’s Applicant Handbook or go to: http://wwwlandtrustaccreditation.org/current-applicants/action-public-comment
The Trust for Public Land launches website with data on land conservation in America: TPL recently started the Conservation Almanac web site (www.conservationalmanac.org) to provide data on Federal and state land conservation activities in the U.S. from 1998 -2005. For each state, there is information on state programs and policies and ballot measure activity. Data include the number of county and municipal ballot initiatives and the dollar amount approved; also, public dollars spent and number of acres conserved per year. The TPL project leaders for the Conservation Almanac are Andrew du Moulin and Mary Bruce Alford. The Almanac is a great place to get good data for newsletters, talks, grant proposals, etc. Check it out.

For this month’s calendar: 

Georgia’s Forest Legacy Steering Committee will meet on May 19 at the Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center from 9 am to 2:30 pm. For details, contact Lauren Newsome at the Georgia Forestry Commission, 706-542-9228 or lnewsome@GFC.STATE.GA.US. 

The Georgia Conservation Voters will hold its annual Environmental Leadership Awards program at the Fay Gold Gallery in Atlanta on May 22 from 6:30 to 8 pm. This is a good opportunity to thank those legislators who worked to protect Georgia’s landscapes, clean air and water. For information and tickets, call 404-522-8144 or visit www.gavoters.com
In late May, the Land Trust Alliance will be posting program details and registration information for Rally 2008, to be held in Pittsburgh, PA on September 18-21. Be sure to register early to get your choices of field trips and day-long seminars. For details, go to www.lta.org
For your next year’s calendar: The 2009 Southeast Land Trust Conference will be held in Auburn, Alabama on March 25 – 26. Optional pre- and post-conference field trips are being planned for March 24 and March 27.  
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