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Governor Perdue to make a “major conservation announcement” on April 24 at Silver Lake near Bainbridge: At 3:30 PM, the Governor is expected to announce that the State will acquire the Silver Lake Tract at the Lake Seminole Wildlife Management Area, located on Lake Seminole in Decatur County near Bainbridge. For decades, the International Paper Company has managed this property as the Southlands Experimental Forest.  It contains large stands of mature longleaf pine and a colony of red cockaded woodpeckers. Habitats will also support endangered wood storks and gopher tortoises. The International Paper Company announced the sale of portions of its Southlands Experimental Forest in April 2006. The Conservation Fund will purchase the 8,430-acre Silver Lake Tract from the International Paper Company and will sell it in phases to the State of Georgia.  The first phase of the project totals 3,900 acres. Funding will come from the GA Land Conservation Program, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, the Georgia Ornithological Society and other sources.  DNR expects to close on additional phases of the project in 2008. DNR will own the property and will manage the area as a wildlife management area for outdoor recreational purposes, including hunting, fishing, hiking, wildlife viewing and other activities.  Emphasis will be placed on conservation of the longleaf pine forest and restoration of the red-cockaded woodpecker. If you plan to attend the announcement event, please contact Beth Brown at GA DNR to register and to get directions: 404-463-2092 or bbrown@gadnr.org
Georgia Land Conservation Council to meet April 24 in Bainbridge: Before the Governor’s announcement, the Council will hold its quarterly meeting at the Decatur County Administration Building in Bainbridge. The meeting will start at 12:30 PM and end by 2:30 PM, in time for people to get to the Governor’s announcement site. Agenda items include a presentation by Robert Barr of ACCG about their work on land conservation initiatives around the state, a review of the 2008 General Assembly session’s land conservation actions, and review and approval of seven GLCP project applications. 
New brochures promote land conservation: The Georgia Land Conservation Program (GLCP), in partnership with The Environmental Resources Network (TERN) and Department of Natural Resources, has developed and printed two different new brochures on land conservation  - one for private landowners and one for local governments.  The brochures explain what the GLCP is and what services are offered through the program.  With assistance from the USDA, over 2000 of these brochures were recently mailed out to Georgia landowners who own more than 1,000 acres.  The brochure was accompanied by a letter from Governor Sonny Perdue urging landowners to consider permanently conserving their land to protect Georgia's natural resources for future generations. Already, the program has received feedback from interested landowners.  The GLCP hopes to continue to generate interest in conservation easements and foster land conservation in Georgia through similar future outreach efforts.  The GLCP does not hold easements itself, but will act as a central source of information and refer interested landowners to the appropriate land trusts in their area. For the latest information on the GLCP, see www.glcp.org
Legislative wrap-up, part 2: In addition to the tax credit and GLCP bills passed by the General Assembly (see Network News, 4/7/08), several other bills of interest to the land conservation community passed, including the Georgia Forest Land Protection Act of 2008 (HB 1211) and the historic restoration tax credit bill (HB 851). The Forest Land Act opens the current use valuation assessment (CUVA) program to individuals and businesses with 200 acres or more in forest production. In exchange for a 15-year restrictive covenant on the land, the landowner gets significant property tax reductions. The Act also provides payments to local governments and school districts based on the reduction in tax revenue that result from the program. The bill requires a Constitutional Amendment to go into effect. The historic restoration tax credit bill was introduced with a provision that allowed the transfer or sale of unused tax credits. That provision was stripped from the final version that goes to the Governor.
Congressman David Scott appointed to Farm Bill conference committee: The Farm Bill has passed both houses of Congress but in very different forms. The Senate version contains a provision that would make permanent the expanded incentives for land conservation that were in effect in 2006 and 2007. The House version does not include the incentives. Thus, it is very important to get conference committee members from the House to support the Senate’s provision. The only Georgia Congressman on the conference committee is Cong. David Scott, and he has NOT indicated his support for conservation easement incentives. He needs to be persuaded. Even if you do not live in his district (#13), you should contact him at http://davidscott.house.gov/contact/
Chatham County creates framework for land conservation decisions: The Chatham County Commission, seeking to become the greenest county in Georgia, adopted a landmark resource protection ordinance last Friday by unanimous vote. The ordinance establishes a framework that will guide the county as they spend taxpayer dollars for land conservation and historic preservation projects within Chatham County. The policy framework continues the work of their Open Space Plan and Greenspace Plan but provides a formal structure to identify, evaluate and rate properties for acquisition, lease, acquisition of development rights or land protection easements. The Board of Commissioners will appoint a nine-member Resources Protection Commission to oversee the program. A Technical Advisory Committee, comprised of representatives from various community organizations, will assist in identifying properties and rating them.   This is a great first step and an unprecedented effort that will serve the county very well as they begin to take steps to protect land, water, and cultural resources. The framework, believed to be the first of its kind in the southeast, may serve as a model for other local governments as they seek to protect land and historic sites.

Changes

The Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation has named Mark C. McDonald as its new president. He succeeds Interim President Ray Christman who served in that position after Greg Paxton stepped down in January after 26 years of service.  Mark has been the Executive Director of the Historic Savannah Foundation since 1998. Before that, he was the Executive Director of the Mobile Historic Development Commission. He graduated from Emory and holds a law degree from UGA.

Dates

May 13: In Candler, North Carolina - Financial strategies for landowners: Advanced seminar on conservation easements and tax and estate planning. A half-day seminar featuring Steve Small (Forbes Magazine calls him “the nation’s top authority on saving land and money with conservation easements”) and Lynn Cox (an Asheville attorney and land trust expert). Various continuing education credits are offered. To register, contact the Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy at 828-697-5777. Register by April 22 for early-bird rates   
July 17 & 18: In Augusta – Summer meeting of the Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts. Details later.

Job opening

The Mountain Conservation Trust of Georgia is looking for a Director of Development. The successful applicant will work with Dr. Robert Keller, the Executive Director, and the Board of Directors to increase and optimize private support from individuals, corporations, foundations and government resources. Candidate requirements include a bachelor’s degree and a minimum of five years of fundraising experience. For additional information, contact Dr. Keller at the MCTGA, 104 North Main Street, Suite B3, Jasper, GA 30143.
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