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Governor promotes Conserve Georgia, announces funding for Silver Lake acquisition and commits to signing two land conservation bills: Last Thursday, Governor Perdue joined conservation leaders and Decatur County representatives on the edge of Silver Lake southwest of Bainbridge to make several significant land conservation announcements and to thank the many partners who helped make them happen.
· Silver Lake: Governor Perdue announced the acquisition of 2,594 acres to add to the Silver Lake Wildlife Management Area. The cost, $10.8 million, comes from a variety of partners, including the Woodruff Foundation ($3.75M), Decatur County ($3 M), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ($2 M), and the Southern Company & the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Longleaf Legacy Program ($1 M). Decatur County’s funds come from a loan from the Georgia Land Conservation Program.
· The Governor kicked off Conserve Georgia to create a culture of conservation in the state. The program is a statewide multi-agency marketing and public education effort aimed at the conservation of energy, land and water, the prevention of litter and the promotion of recycling. The web site, conservegeorgia.org, serves as a convenient portal for access to Georgia’s conservation program information. Information on land is arranged by user category: individual, business and organization, educator, state or local government and agriculture and forestry.  
· Land conservation legislation: The Governor also committed to sign the amendments to the land conservation tax credit bill (HB 1274) and to the Georgia Land Conservation Program (HB 1176).
Georgia Land Conservation Council awards grants and loans to five projects: At its April 24 meeting, the Council reviewed seven applications for grants and/or loans. Five projects were approved:
· Dougherty County - $722K grant to protect 397 acres on both sides of the Flint River; 
· City of Sandy Springs - $250K grant to protect the Lost Corner Preserve near the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area;
· Grady County - $343K grant to protect 140 acres including ½ mile of Wolf Creek and an extensive population of trout lilies;
· Harris County - $2 million grant and $2 million loan to protect 2,123 acres on Pine Mountain between Callaway Gardens, a Forest Legacy tract protected by the GA Forestry Commission, and the F. D. Roosevelt State Park;
· Silver Lake Phase 2: Decatur County - $3 million loan to protect 8,430 acres north of Lake Seminole, to be managed by GA DNR as a Wildlife Management Area.

Two other projects were tabled pending additional details and a greater match for state funds:

· Athens/Clarke County – 7 acres on the Middle Oconee River

· Greene County – 621 acres of Scull Shoals to be managed by the University of Georgia.
Dates:

July 10: Georgia Land Conservation Council quarterly business meeting and retreat to update the Program’s operating plan for FY2007-2008; probably on the coast. Details later.

Changes

Andrew Szwak (pronounced “Schwock,” not to be confused with Andrew Schock of The Conservation Fund) has joined the staff of the Georgia Land Conservation Program at GEFA to be the Land Conservation Manager; among his responsibilities will be helping to close the deals that the Council has approved. Prior to his appointment, Andrew worked for the Morris Land Conservancy in Boonton, New Jersey, helping to preserve open space in northern New Jersey. He can be reached at Andrew@gefa.ga.gov
Katherine Eddins has added to her titles, this time as Executive Director of the Lula Lake Land Trust. She is also the Executive Director of the Chattawah Open Land Trust, the Alabama Land Trust and the Georgia Land Trust (the latter is not an affiliate of the Georgia Land Trust Service Center, which produces this newsletter). The Alabama Land Trust and the Georgia Land Trust are separate conservation organizations working under a common corporate umbrella, the Chattowah Open Land Trust. The Lula Lake Land Trust and the Chattahoochee Valley Land Trusts are affiliate organizations that share staff with Chattowah.
The board of the Chattowah Open Land Trust has lost several of its long-time leaders, including founders Chip and Roberta Reed, who rolled off the board after 15 years of service. Rick and Debra Gilbert also rolled off, having served as President and Secretary, respectively. Board members Gary Boteler and Gary Ludi also rolled off after more than ten years of service. The new chair is Steve Stutts; Ken Nichols is vice chair and Jack Sawyer is Secretary. Other board members are Jim Floyd, Ralph Jordan, Sally Morgens, Tom Reed, Susie Thomas and John Turner. 
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