NETWORK NEWS 3/24/08
Tax credit bill (HB 1274) still in Senate Finance Committee: The bill to expand and fix the land conservation tax credit program remains in the Senate Finance Committee, where some amendments are expected. There are only six legislative days left in the session so time is running out. If your Senator is on the Finance Committee (Rogers, Williams, Chance, Goggans, Golden, Heath, Johnson, Jones, Seabaugh, Shafer and S. Thompson), a fax or e-mail of encouragement would help.
Georgia Land Conservation Program expansion measure passes Senate Natural Resources and Environment Committee: The bill to add state agencies such as the Georgia Forestry Commission to those eligible to receive grants and to allow NGOs to receive loans (HB 1176) has only two major hurdles ahead: getting through the Rules Committee and then passing the Senate. 
House cuts land conservation budget by $25 million: Governor Perdue recommended that the FY09 budget include an appropriation of $35 million for the Georgia Land Conservation Program, of which $5 million would be for grants to local governments for land conservation and the remaining $30 million would be for projects of state-wide importance. The House has now trimmed that amount to $10 million. With the economy turning sour and both the House and Senate promoting tax cuts that further reduce state revenue, land conservation dollars become a tempting target for budget cutters. The Senate may pass their version of the FY09 budget as early as this Thursday. Then the measure will be off to conference committee where most of the decisions are made behind closed doors.
Making the Federal incentives permanent – an update: The U.S. Senate has included the permanent expansion of the tax deductions in their version of the Farm Bill (Section 12203) but the House has not. Thus, it’s up to the conference committee. The current focus of lobbying efforts are on convincing House supporters of the permanent extension (in GA, they are Cong. Lewis, Marshall and Barrow) to call Speaker Pelosi and Ways & Means Chair Rangel and personally ask for their help. For more details, go to www.lta.org and scroll down the home page and click on Policy Update.

GALT meeting to start at 3:30 PM on Wednesday, March 26: The next meeting of the Georgia Alliance of Land Trusts will take place at the Southeast Land Trust Conference in Montreat, NC. The primary focus of the meeting will be the land conservation tax credit bill and how you can help get a good one passed. The keynote speaker will be Kristina Sorensen of GA DNR. The meeting will start at 3:30 PM in room 234 of the Assembly Inn.
Saturday walk-ins still OK: Registration has closed for the Southeast Land Trust Conference (they are full, with over 250 registrants from 18 states!) but walk-ins are allowed for the Saturday sessions: (1) Forum on conservation permanence in the south: dialog on conservation design, tax issues, amendment, defense and enforcement; and (2) board of directors – making it hum (a board development training session). Both sessions start at 8:30 AM and run to 11:30 AM. Go to the Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, NC (about 20 minutes east of Asheville).
Funds available for wetlands and streams preservation: The Georgia Wetlands and Streams Trust Fund currently has funds available for wetlands and/or stream preservation in the following river basins:

	River Basin
	Funds for Wetlands
	Funds for Streams

	Chattahoochee
	$ 333,897
	$1,840,675

	Savannah
	$   14,941
	$     25,337

	Tennessee
	$   90,890
	$       4,027


The application procedures have changed for 2008. For information, contact Fund manager, Hans Neuhauser, at 706-546-7507 or hansnbeuhauser@bellsouth.net
Dates

April 1: Registration for the Steve Small seminar (see May 13 item) opens.

April 4: The University of Georgia Environmental Law Association’s 20th Annual Red Clay Conference to be held at the School of Law’s Dean Rusk Center. This year’s conference is entitled “Can Red Clay Go Green? Adapting law and public policy in the face of global climate change.”

April 15: Free informational seminar on the Raiser’s Edge – software for non-profit organizations - at the Westin Buckhead Atlanta. For details, go to http://seminars.blackbaud.com or call 1-800-433-9441, ext. 3075.

April 24: Georgia Land Conservation Council meeting; location and time to be determined.

May 13: Financial Strategies for Landowners: Advanced Seminar for Professionals on Conservation Easements & Tax and Estate Planning with Stephen J. Small, Attorney at Law and author of the Federal Tax Law of Conservation Easements and Preserving Family Lands, Books I, II, and III. 6th Annual Continuing Education Seminar presented by Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy, May 13th, 8:30AM—12:30PM at the Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College-Enka campus, Candler, NC. Workshop Topics include:

* Tax Planning and Conservation Easements

* Estate Planning and Post-Mortem Conservation Easements

* Tax and Legal Issues for Corporations and Other Entities

* NC Conservation Tax Credit Program
Registration begins April 1st To receive a reminder email when registration opens, send an email to workshop@carolinamountain.org with "registration email" as the subject. Early Bird Registration Fee: Register by April 22nd for a discounted rate!

$110 for General Admission Registration, $185 for Continuing Education Registration (4 hours credit). For updated information, visit www.carolinamountain.org.

May: Register early for Rally 2008 to get your choice of field trips and seminars. Rally will be in Pittsburgh, PA with field trips and seminars on Sept. 18 & 19 and workshops on Sept. 20 & 21. Go to www.lta.org for details.
Changes

Linda Orel has joined the Turner Foundation as its Safeguarding Habitat program officer. Katie Eckman, who previously served in this role, was recently promoted to executive director for the foundation. In her new position, Linda will lead the foundation’s work to protect biodiversity by conserving wildlife and terrestrial and marine habitats in the United States and select international locations. Linda comes to the foundation from the Massachusetts Chapter of The Nature Conservancy where she served as Director of Government Relations from 2003-2008. 
Paul H. Michael, Vice President of Development for TPA Realty Services, has been named to the Georgia Land Conservation Council. Paul comes to the position from the Hampton Island Preserve where he was vice president; before that, he was Chief of Real Estate for GA DNR.

Julie Mayfield, Vice President and General Counsel for The Georgia Conservancy, has joined Emory University to be a Sustainability Scholar in Residence. She can be reached at 404-558-1535 or julievmayfield@yahoo.com
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