NETWORK NEWS 3/12/08
Tax Credit Act improvements pass House unanimously: Yesterday afternoon, the House passed HB 1274 without change by a vote of 167 to 0. Now, it goes to the Senate where some changes are anticipated – some good, some we can live with. If you want to follow progress day-to-day, go to www.legis.state.ga.us and click on legislation (left side of screen). Then enter bill number 1274.

GA Land Conservation Act improvements also pass unanimously: On crossover day, the House also passed HB 1176 by a vote of 162 to 0. The House Natural Resources and Environment Committee had amended the original bill introduced by Representative Knight and others. In essence, the change requires local government to approve a loan from the Program to a non-governmental organization such as a land trust, effectively giving local government veto authority. Local government is not required to co-sign the loan application.
News from the Land Trust Alliance: Do you subscribe to the Alliance’s monthly e-mail digest? If yes, read no further. If no, consider the following headlines: tax incentive and conservation funding letter need your help; new landowner outreach brochure available; Alliance awards call for nominations; free webinars on the Learning Center; new NPR series on land use issues; and NY land trust wins $600,000 lawsuit. Then subscribe to the digest by sending an e-mail to eNews@lta.org with ‘subscribe –eNews Brief’ in the subject line. Include your name and e-mail address in the body.

Changes

Chris Osborne is the new Executive Director of Georgia Conservation Voters. While a native Georgian, Chris comes to the position from a political fundraising firm in Florida where he was a partner. One of GCV’s legislative priorities this year is passage of the land conservation tax credit enhancements.

The web sites for the Georgia Land Trust and the Alabama Land Trust – both subsidiaries of the Chattowah Open Land Trust - have been combined. Check it out at www.galandtrust.org
The Appalachian Trail Conference’s land trust arm has changed its name to the Appalachian Trail Conservancy Land Trust; the new Georgia contact is Caroline Dufour (304-535-6331, ext. 102 or cdufour@appalachiantrail.org
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