NETWORK NEWS 2/22/08
Farm and Ranchland Protection Program needs your help – NOW! Russ Shay, Director of Public Policy at the Land Trust Alliance writes:
“The U.S. House version of the farm bill has a so-called "block grant" provision for state farmland protection programs.  Essentially, established state programs that have been getting a lot of money will have their programs "certified' -- that is, approved by NRCS -- and then they will get a big block grant instead of submitting projects. Then whatever is left over will be open to competition among everyone else -- new state programs, land trusts, local programs.

While the block grant sounds good -- no muss, no fuss, no competition -- essentially this hands a lot of the money out to big established state programs (NJ, PA, MA, VT, MD) before anyone else has a shot at it. There was a foreshadowing of this in the FRPP program this year, when they said if you hadn't done a project last year, they wouldn't take an application from you this year.

I have preferred the Senate bill, which basically cures most of the specific problems we have had -- stops requirement for co-holding, doesn't require Yellow Book appraisals, stops federal title review -- and lets everyone, big or small, compete for the funding, project against project.”

If you share this concern, you should get a simple e-mail message through to Georgia’s members on the House Agriculture Committee – Congressmen John Barrow, Jim Marshall and David Scott: We are concerned about the House proposal for "block grants" in the Farmland Protection Program, and afraid it might disadvantage projects
in Georgia.

It would be great if you could pass along your concerns to Anne
Simmons of the House Agriculture Committee staff, who handles conservation
program issues for Chairman Collin Peterson.

► This issue will be decided soon -- perhaps in the next week, so whatever
can be done quickly will have the greatest effect.

Land conservation tax credit legislation introduced: On February 20, Representative David Knight (R-126) introduced House Bill 1274 to fix and expand the Georgia Conservation Tax Credit Act and to make it’s implementation more in line with the Federal Internal Revenue Code. Among the proposed changes:

· The bill defines fair market value as “the value of the donated property established by a property appraisal or appraisals meeting the requirements of Section 170 of Title 26 of the United States Code, to be submitted in such manner as the commissioner [of the Department of Revenue] may by regulation require.”

· Donations to the federal government will qualify for the tax credit.

· Unused tax credits may be carried forward for ten years (presently 5).

· Sales of property at less than fair market value can qualify.

· The bill establishes penalties that an appraiser would pay for “substantial valuation misstatements.”   
The bill was assigned to the House Ways and Means Committee, where Rep. Knight is Vice Chair. To get a copy of the bill, go to www.legis.state.ga.us and click on legislation and then enter H. B. 1274.
Amendments to Georgia Land Conservation Act broaden scope of program: House Bill 1176, introduced February 11 by Representative Knight and others, will make non-government organizations eligible to receive low-interest loans from the Georgia Land Conservation Program (GLCP) and will make the Georgia Forestry Commission, the Georgia Soil and Water Commission and other state agencies and authorities eligible to receive competitive grants from the GLCP (GA DNR is already eligible for the grants).   

The bill was assigned to the House Natural Resources and Environment Committee. To get a copy of the bill, go to www.legis.state.ga.us and click on legislation and then enter H. B. 1176.

Bills promote forest land conservation: House Bills 1276 and 1211 would expand current use assessments on large tracts of forest land, thereby limiting the state’s disincentives to continued use of forest lands for timber production. Sponsored by Representative Richard Royal and others, the bills are supported by the Georgia Forestry Association, the Sierra Club and others.

County voters approve funds for land conservation: Voters in Clayton and Union Counties approved Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax referenda on February 5 that included funds for land conservation. Voters in Forsyth County overwhelmingly endorsed a general obligation bond referendum for land conservation. In Jackson County, voters narrowly defeated a G.O. bond referendum.

Land Trust Accreditation Commission publishes guidelines: The Commission has recently published guidelines to help land trusts that are applying for accreditation interpret specific indicator practices. Guidance documents are available for:

· Indicator Practices 10 A and 10 B: Tax code requirements and appraisals
· 11 A and 12 A: Funding for easement stewardship and funding for land stewardship

· 11 B: Baseline documentation report

· 11 C: Easement monitoring

· 12 C: Land management

To access the guidelines, go to www.landtrustaccreditation.org/newsroom/guidance-documents
Dates

March 3: Deadline for registering for the Southeast Land Trust Conference at reduced prices. For details, go to www.lta.org/training/lct_se.htm
March 26: The Georgia Association of Land Trusts will meet between 3 and 5 pm at the Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, NC, prior to the Southeast Land Trust Conference. Details to come. 

March 27-29: Southeast Land Trust Conference, Montreat, NC. For details, go to www.lta.org/training/lct_se.htm
April 21: Deadline for registering for the conservation finance course, “From Bucks to Acres: Creating Conservation Success,” to be given May 12-15 in Shepherdstown, WV. The training is sponsored by the Land Trust Alliance and the Conservation Fund. For additional information and to register, go to www.lta.org/training/lclp.htm
April 24: Next meeting of the Georgia Land Conservation Council. Time and location to be determined.

August 27-29: Georgia Chamber of Commerce’s 3d Annual Georgia Environmental Conference, The Hyatt Regency, Savannah. The agenda and other information will be posted on the conference web site, www.GeorgiaENet.com

September 18-21: Rally 2008 in Pittsburgh, PA. For details, go to www.lta.org
Changes

On February 1, Governor Perdue announced the appointment of Steve Stancil as the new State Property Officer. As part of this position, he will also lead the Georgia Building Authority, the State Properties Commission and the Georgia Land Conservation Council. The State Property Officer position opened when Gena Abraham became Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Transportation on December 1. Between December 1 and February 15, Kevin Clark served as Interim State Property Officer and Council chair. Prior to Mr. Stancil’s appointment, he served as Executive Director of the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (2003-2008) and as a State Representative for 13 years. He was the Republican nominee for Lieutenant Governor in 2002.  
The contact information for Gerry Cohn has changed to Southeast States Director, American Farmland Trust, P. O. Box 584, Hillsborough, NC 27278; tel. 919-732-7885; gcohn@farmland.org; www.farmland.org
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