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Georgia Land Conservation Council approves two loans and a grant: At its November 13 meeting, the Council approved three action items, including the first ever loans from the state to private nonprofit organizations:

1. A low interest loan of $855,500 to the Virginia Highlands Civic Association to acquire a neighborhood property and establish a park and model bio-remediation project.
2. A low interest loan of $8,317,638 to the Conservation Fund to help in the third and final phase of the Silver Lake project in Decatur County.

3. A grant of $200,000 to the DNR to help in the acquisition of a 488 acre tract along Amicolola Creek linking the two principle sections of the Dawson Forest Wildlife Management Area.  The source of this funding is taxpayer donations made through the greenspace check-off on the Georgia income tax return.
See dates, below, for the schedule of Council meetings in 2009.
Board of Natural Resources adoption of tax credit rules may be delayed to next year: Not enough public notice was provided for the Board to pass the tax credit rules in December, so the action will be postponed to their next meeting in January. That means that the rules will not go into effect until spring. In the meantime, the old definitions of qualifying conservation land remain in effect.
Department of Revenue publishes draft Conservation Tax Credit rules: DOR has published draft rules to help implement the land conservation tax credit rules. Public comments will be received until December 22 at which time DOR will consider their adoption.  Copies of the draft rule and commenting procedures may be found on the Department’s website at: http://www.etax.dor.ga.gov/inctax/proposed_regs/11-19-08_Proposed_Rule_560-7-8-_50_Conservation_Tax_Credit.pdf Rule 560-7-8-.50, entitled “Conservation Tax Credit.”
The draft rules provide guidance concerning the implementation and administration of the conservation tax credit. Paragraphs describe the purpose of the regulations, coordination between DOR and DNR, definition of a tax parcel, the tax credit amount, credit limitations, donation limits, claiming the credit, carry-forward, joint utilization of the credit, pass-throughs and effective date of the regulation (taxable year beginning on or after January 1, 2008). 

Among the interesting features of the draft regulations are the treatment of partnerships (no individual gets more than $250K), the donation of phased easements (OK every other year) and claiming the credit (the taxpayer must submit form IT-CONSV each year of the claim, certification from DNR and the appraisal). 
Cobb and Cherokee pass land conservation initiatives: Buried in the news of the November 4 election was the fact that voters in two Georgia counties approved a total of $79 million in bond funds for the preservation of parks, open space and recreational land. Sixty-five percent of Cobb voters approved $40 million; 62% of Cherokee voters approved $90 million in bonds of which $39 million is for parks, open space and recreation land. Across the country, 89 land conservation ballot measures passed (out of 126) providing over $1 billion for land conservation. For details, go to The Trust for Public Land’s web site, www.tpl.org and click on LandVote. 

Georgia Wetlands and Streams Funds Available: Most of the funds in the GWSTF are being held for designated projects. However, the following funds are available for permanent wetlands and streams preservation in the following watersheds:
	River Basin
	Funds for Wetlands
	Funds for Streams

	Chattahoochee
	$ 59,632
	$ 0

	Coosa/Etowah
	$ 24,365
	$ 0

	Ogeechee
	$ 26,374
	$ 74,710

	Savannah
	$ 19,267
	$ 413,417

	St. Marys
	$ 0
	$ 1,470

	Tennessee
	$ 67,536
	$ 4,027


For information on how to apply for the funds, contact Hans Neuhauser at hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net
Plan to attend the Auburn Conference: On March 25 and 26, the Land Trust Alliance will be hosting the 2009 Southeast U.S. Land Trust Alliance Conference in Auburn, Alabama. The details for this “mini-Rally” are still being developed but the broad outline of the program includes five training tracks. Topics will be: 

1. The Basics of Land Trust Success: Strong organizations and sound land transactions
2. Securing Public Support and Funding for Your Land Trust

3. Growing Public Partnerships and Public Funds for Land Conservation

4. Conservation Easement Permanence

5. Critical issues in Conservation: Global warming and water resources.

Stay tuned for details.

Land Trusts in Georgia – Diversity, Classes, Growth, Vulnerability and Competition: A white paper describing the 48 land trusts known to operate in Georgia (without naming names) has been prepared by the Georgia Land Trust Service Center and is available on request from hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net
Changes
It’s not official yet, but Chris Clark, the Executive Director of the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority, is the Governor’s choice for the next commissioner of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, to be appointed  when Noel Holcomb retires after the next General Assembly session.
Carol Hassell has resigned from the Georgia Wildlife Federation. She is not retiring from the land conservation scene.

Pierre Howard will serve as Interim President of The Georgia Conservancy until a replacement for Jim Stokes is found. Jim is stepping down as President at the end of the year. 

Frank McKay will retire from the Land Trust Alliance-Southeast Office in late December.  

Rutherford Seydel has been named chairman of the board of The Conservation Fund. He replaces outgoing chair Charles Jordan, who will remain on the board.
Dates

December 22: Comments due on the Department of Revenue’s draft rules for the land conservation tax credit; the DOR will consider their adoption the same day. 

January 27 & 28: Board of Natural Resources meeting in Atlanta. An agenda item will be the proposed land conservation tax credit rules.

March 5: Georgia Land Conservation Council meeting in Atlanta

March 25 and 26: The Auburn Conference. See article above.

June 4: Georgia Land Conservation Council meeting; location to be determined 

September 3: Georgia Land Conservation Council meeting; location to be determined


October 11 – 14: Rally 2009 in Portland, Oregon

December 3: Georgia Land Conservation Council meeting; location to be determined
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