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Issue Number 116
Revised land conservation tax credit rules go to Board of Natural Resources: GA DNR has proposed a series of amendments to the Rules for the Georgia Land Conservation Program, brought about by a combination of passage of amendments to the Act (HB 1274) and experience gained from certification denials and appeals. The proposed rule may be found at http://glcp.georgia.gov under the News tab.

The revised draft rules address the following major points:

· Defines fair market value by an appraisal that meets IRS requirements;

· Allows donations to the federal government to qualify;

· Allows bargain sales to qualify;

· Extends the carryover period from five to ten years;

· Specifies that partnerships are subject to a $1 million aggregate cap; and 
· Defines conservation purposes.
The proposed revised definition of conservation purposes represents a significant change when compared with the current rule. The original ten conservation purposes listed in the Georgia Land Conservation Act are being reduced to seven and the definitions clarified and tightened. For example, under the revised rules, protecting water quality requires the permanent protection of “land containing streams, rivers, springs, marshlands, or other natural wetlands, and which have a minimum 100’ permanently protected vegetated buffer with no impervious surface and where no land disturbing activities, forestry, or agricultural operations will occur.”  Also, prime farm and forest lands must be a minimum of 10 acres to be eligible. 
The proposed rules differ only slightly from the earlier version circulated in August to land trust stakeholders and others. A few of the most substantive changes include:

· Highly-erodible soils are no longer eligible;

· Farms and forests are no longer required to be “working;” 
· A requirement that lands providing recreational connectivity must now be adjacent to existing conservation lands; and
· Land providing nature-based outdoor recreation activities (hunting, fishing, wildlife observation, etc.) must be open to the public.
Public comment sought on proposed tax credit rules: You are invited to comment on the proposed rules. GA DNR will hold a public hearing on them on November 5 starting at 10:00 AM in the DNR Board Room, Suite 1252 East Tower, 2 Martin Luther King, Jr., Drive, Atlanta. Written comments are also welcome; they are due November 10 and should be sent to Kristina Sorensen by e-mail at Kristina_Sorensen@dnr.state.ga.us or by mail to Conservation Tax Credit Program, 2065 US Highway 278 SE, Social Circle, GA 30025-4743. The Board of Natural Resources will consider the rule changes at their December 3 meeting, starting at 9:00 AM in the DNR Board Room. The meeting is open to the public.
GEFA loans favor rural counties: The Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority has reduced the interest rate on its land conservation loans to the 112 counties in OneGeorgia. These counties, primarily rural, are now eligible for 2% loans. Loans to twelve metro-Atlanta counties and two counties in northwest Georgia are eligible for 3% loans; thirty-five counties are conditionally eligible for 2% loans. For details, contact the Georgia Land Conservation Program at www.glcp.ga.gov
Lula Lake Land Trust needs your vote: The LLLT is one of twenty national finalists in the competition for Save the Trails funding. Save the Trails, in cooperation with the National Trails Fund, will award $5,000 to each of the top ten finalists, based on the number of votes received between now and October 31 at http://www.wheresyours.com/SaveTheTrailsVote.aspx
The award funds will be used to restore and revitalize hiking trails in the winners’ communities.

Dates
October 31: Deadline for voting for Save the Trails funding for the Lula Lake Land Trust. See article above for details.

November 5: Public hearing on the proposed tax credit rules, starting 10:00 AM in the DNR Board Room, Atlanta. See above for details.

November 10: Written comments due on the proposed tax credit rules.

December 3: Board of Natural Resources to consider tax credit rules.

March 25-26, 2009: Southeast Land Trust Conference, Auburn, Alabama. Details to come.
Changes

Noel Holcomb, the Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and member of the Georgia Land Conservation Council, has announced his retirement effective some time after the end of the 2009 General Assembly session. His replacement is a matter of speculation at this time. While the Board of Natural Resources will name his replacement, the Governor will have a great deal of influence as to who it will be.

Gerry Cohn, formerly the Southeast States Director for the American Farmland Trust, is now the Southeast Pool Coordinator with the Organic Valley/CROPP Cooperative. He can be reached at gerry.cohn@organicvalley.coop or 919-537-8447. Gerry will continue to work with AFT on a consulting basis to finish up projects in South Carolina and western North Carolina over the next year. His e-mail for this work continues to be gcohn@farmland.org
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