NETWORK NEWS 1/25/08

Registration now open for the 2008 Southeast Land Trust Conference: The Conference will be held at the Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, North Carolina on March 27-29. The complete conference brochure is now available at www.lta.org/training/lct_se.htm You can also register on line. This will be a high-caliber education and training session to help you prepare for the conservation challenges that lie ahead. ► Register before March 3 to save money!
Tax credit legislation almost ready for introduction: Maybe next week. More news when we get it.
Changes

Jennifer Spivey, Program Manager for the Georgia Land Conservation Program at the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority (GEFA) has resigned to work in the private sector. She describes her new role: “I have joined Power Realty Partners to head up a new “green division” and to create a “green” curriculum for their new real estate school (I will be the only approved Ecobroker® instructor in GA).  One of my first priorities will be to set up our conservation lands program, which will be able to market preserved farms and privately held protected lands nationwide.  I believe that if families know there is a viable market for their farms as farms they will be more willing to protect them.  Also, it will give land trusts someone to send their clients to that actually knows how to read a conservation easement and can explain it correctly to a potential buyer.” We wish her well.
Job Opportunities

Land Conservation Program Manager: With the departure of Jennifer Spivey, the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority (GEFA) is looking for a replacement.  In this role, the individual will manage and coordinate a variety of tasks/functions for the GEFA related to the Georgia Land Conservation Program (GLCP) with an emphasis on working directly with program advocates and applicants and preparing and implementing program grant and loan contracts and reporting documents.  The program manager will also make and field calls from the general public and program applicants and respond to inquiries.  This individual will use independent judgment and initiative to perform a variety of program and administrative duties in support of senior management of the Authority.  May supervise support staff assigned to the program area.  Travel is required.

The Program Manager will coordinate and supervise the processing of GLCP applications and approved grant and loan executions within GEFA’s Environment Division working with GEFA’s Financial Analysts, the Department of Natural Resources, the Environmental Protection Division, and program advocates and applicants (cities, counties and non-governmental organizations); provide information and market the program(s) to potential applicants needing assistance with land conservation projects.  This individual will represent the interests of the Authority in programmatic related interactions/ negotiations with management staff of state and local governmental entities and other parties, such as stakeholders, suppliers, and vendors. The Program Manager will also maintain accurate database records of all GLCP applications and actions within the GEFA NLS database and prepare complex quarterly and annual reports following established procedures.
► To apply, please send a resume to GEFA’s Human Resources: jobposting2007@gefa.ga.gov by no later than February 5.

Executive Director, Teton Regional Land Trust, Driggs, Idaho: The Teton Regional Land Trust (TRLT) seeks a skilled, dynamic, and collaborative leader to direct the land trust and manage an experienced ten-person staff.  The ideal candidate will have demonstrated expertise in individual and foundation fundraising; exceptional leadership, team-building, and mentoring skills; and excellent communication skills.  Proficiency in financial management, strategic planning and implementation, and collaboration with a non-profit board is essential.  TRLT works closely with a wide range of constituents, from farmers and ranchers to second home owners to public agencies, so the executive director must be able to interact successfully with a variety of partners.  A working knowledge of conservation tools is preferred; familiarity with the Upper Snake River watershed in Idaho is beneficial.  

The Teton Regional Land Trust conserves agricultural and natural lands in the Upper Snake River Watershed for the benefit of today’s communities and as a legacy for future generations.  TRLT is a highly-respected land trust with a strong ecological and strategic approach to land conservation.  Since its founding in 1990, TRLT has conserved nearly 25,000 acres in a six-county area.      

Compensation will be commensurate with experience. ► Qualified candidates should send a cover letter and resume to Search Committee at info@tetonlandtrust.org  or P.O. Box 247, Driggs, ID 83422.  Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.  More information about the land trust can be found at www.tetonlandtrust.org. 

Thanks to those who responded and a reminder to the rest of you: Help evaluate Network News: You are reading the 95th  issue of Network News. We’d like your opinion about the newsletter. ► Please e-mail Hans Neuhauser at hansneuhauser@bellsouth.net  and let him know what you think about the newsletter and especially how it can be improved to better meet your needs. Comments on the usefulness of contents, frequency of publication (currently as needed, an average of about two issues per month) and whether back issues should be available on the Georgia Land Trust Service Center’s web site would be particularly appreciated. Thanks! 
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