NETWORK NEWS 1/18/08
Governor’s budget includes $35 million for land conservation: While Governor Perdue’s State of the State address did not mention land conservation other than to say that people moving to Georgia wanted clean and abundant natural resources, his budget request includes $35.1 million for land conservation. Of that amount, $5 million would be available for local projects and $30 million for projects of state-wide importance. The Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority (GEFA) would continue to manage the funds with decisions on funding to be made by the Georgia Land Conservation Council. At yesterday’s Council meeting, GEFA Executive Director Chris Clark noted that help would be needed to keep the money in the budget. Last year’s budget request was buoyed by a flagship project – Paulding Forest – in the Speaker’s home district. This year, there is no such flagship. An aggressive marketing program being implemented by I Squared Communications for the Program should help, although it’s focused more on land owners than members of the General Assembly.
Land Council approves funding for three projects: The Council unanimously approved a grant of $490,000 for the purchase of a conservation easement on 1,356 acres on the Lower Altamaha River in McIntosh County. The conservation easement would be held by The Nature Conservancy. The Council also approved a grant of $300,000 to acquire a conservation easement on a 201-acre tract adjacent to Fort Stewart in Liberty County. The easement would be held by the St. Simons Land Trust. Also approved were a grant of $10,000 and a loan of $132,300 for the acquisition of a 29-acre park within the city limits of Statesboro. Two project applications, from Walker and Evans Counties, were tabled until the Council’s April 24th meeting, pending the receipt of additional information.     

Expect the tax credit bill to be introduced next week: Chris Clark told Council members to expect three land conservation measures to be introduced soon. One bill would amend the Georgia Land Conservation Act to allow the Georgia Forestry Commission and the Georgia Soil and Water Commission to be eligible for GLCP grants (only GA DNR is eligible now). Also, qualified non-profit organizations would also be eligible to receive loans. A second bill would enable GEFA to carry out its new responsibilities. The third bill would improve the tax credit bill in four ways: bargain sales would be eligible as would donations to the Federal government; donation values would be based on qualified appraisals (rather than the local tax assessor); and the carry-forward would be extended from five years to ten. Two additional improvements generally supported by the land trust community, allowing the tax credits to be transferable and increasing the cap from 25% to 50% of the donation, have not been supported by the Governor and thus are unlikely to be included. 

Land Trust Tax Credit Reminders for 2008: The following information was provided by Kristina Sorensen of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 

Wildlife Resources Division, Nongame Conservation Section (2065 US Highway 278 SE

Social Circle, GA 30025-4743; Office: 770-761-3043; FAX: 706-557-3033;

Kristina_Sorensen@dnr.state.ga.us; web: www.glcp.org).
Monitoring Requirement: A letter will be sent to each land trust that names landowners approved for the tax credit for 2006.  This will have given you all of 2007 to complete monitoring.  Per the current Department Rules, we need a copy of the monitoring report done for each of these properties in whatever format you keep them.  You can mail or fax hard copies to the address below but to save paper, please email if you have them electronically or can scan. I hope to get this letter out soon, no later than the end of February.  Monitoring reports for 2007 will not be due until spring of 2009.

Qualified Organization Status: Beginning in 2008, each land trust only has to complete the full Qualified Organization Application (with supporting materials) once.  We would like to receive these by April 1st, and will send a reminder as that date approaches.  Please submit completed application as soon as you have your updated materials for the year.  The Qualified Organization list on the website will be updated to reflect those qualified for 2008.  Once qualified for the year, you will no longer need to complete the full application for each landowner.  Only the 1 page affidavit needs to be completed.  

Applications: Please remember that an updated version (November 2007) of the tax credit application is now available on our new website www.glcp.ga.gov/taxcredit.  It is shorter and simpler to complete and I encourage you to direct landowners to this new version.  We will keep that website up to date with any new versions or information that comes out, and I will also send out a notice if a substantial revision is made.  

This is a new program that is constantly evolving.  I appreciate your patience and understanding.  Feel free to contact me with any questions.

Southeast Land Trust Conference 2008 at a glance: The brochure describing the Conference has gone to the printer and should be widely distributed shortly. To entice you to come and to give you a taste of what is being planned, consider the following:

The Conference will be held at the Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, NC (a few miles east of Asheville). The sessions will start Thursday morning, March 27 and will end mid-day on Saturday, March 29. 


Thursday, March 27

Opening General Session

Concurrent workshops

· Is accreditation right for your land trust?

· Conserving and sustaining privately-owned forests

· Welcoming and promoting diversity in land conservation

· Using online tools to market your lad trust to donors and other supporters

Lunch

Concurrent workshops

· Helping land trusts navigate the path to success
· Conserving and sustaining privately-owned forests, continued
· Welcoming and promoting diversity in land conservation, cont.

· State issues and initiatives in land conservation finances and incentives

General session: Global climate change and its impacts on land trusts: What’s a land trust to do?

Dinner

General session: Working together to save the lands we love: America’s land trusts – presentation by LTA president Rand Wentworth


Friday, March 28



Concurrent workshops

· Preserving biodiversity and living lands

· Forging partnerships and employing strategic conservation planning to safeguard watersheds, rivers and water supplies

· Conservation finance

Lunch

Concurrent Workshops

· Preserving biodiversity and living lands, continued
· Forging partnerships and employing strategic conservation planning to safeguard watersheds, rivers and water supplies, cont.

· Conservation finance, cont.

· Building sustainable and effective organizations

Open Forums

· Status and lessons from current state audits of donated conservation easements in North and South Carolina

· Open dialog with conference session leaders

· LandScape America

· Counseling clinics with Conference faculty and Southeast Land Trust Counselors

Saturday, March 29
Forum

· Conservation permanence in the south: dialog about conservation design, tax issues, amendment, defense and enforcement

Training session

· Board of Directors – Making it hum

Field trips

· Hickory Nut Gap Farm hike

· Montreat wilderness

Dates:
January 25: Deadline for signing up to be a sponsor of the Environmental Legislative Reception (see next item). Contact Jessica Day at Jessica@gavoters.com for details.

February 12: From 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm, the Environmental Legislative Reception will be held at the Interface showroom, 75 Fifth Street, in midtown Atlanta. This is THE annual legislative reception for the environmental advocacy community including land trusts (think budget for land conservation and improvements to the tax credit program). Previously hosted by the Georgia Environmental Council, the 2008 Reception will be hosted by the Georgia Conservation Voters Education Fund. Tickets are $20 each and may be purchased at the door or on line: www.gavoters.com  For more information, contact GCVEF at 404-522-8144.
March 3: Earlybird deadline for registering for the Southeast Regional Land Trust Conference in Montreat, NC. The price rises afterwards. Details to come.
Changes:
The Chattahoochee Hill Country Conservancy Board of Directors is pleased to announce its new leadership for 2008. The organization will be led by Chairman, Joseph G. Martin, Jr. of Civitas, Inc.; Vice Chairman, Thomas K. Farmer of The Nature Conservancy; Secretary, Robert D. Mowrey of Alston & Bird, LLP; and Treasurer, Benjamin H. Hill of Georgia Institute of Technology’s Venture Lab. Other board members include James H. Kaminer, Jr. of Seyfarth Shaw, LLP and Steven R. Cover, Planning Commissioner for the City of Atlanta. 

The Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation has named Ray Christman as Interim President. Ray recently retired as CEO of Federal Home Loan Bank Atlanta. He replaces Greg Paxton, who heads to Maine in February to be Executive Director of Maine Preservation. The GA Trust’s board has formed a committee to search for a permanent successor to Greg.

Wade Shealy, the Managing Member of Hampton Island Preservation, LLC, is no longer a member of the Georgia Land Conservation Council.
Job Opening: Want to work for a great land trust in South Carolina? The Congaree Land Trust seeks an Executive Director to act as the head of operations for the organization. Applicants must be flexible and adaptable to working for a small nonprofit organization. Applicants must also have excellent communication skills, both written and verbal, have fundraising and managerial skills, and be comfortable with computer programs including Microsoft Office and QuickBooks. Compensation will be commensurate with experience and include benefits. This position will be open until filled. Please contact Jane Clarke at 803-988-0000 for more information, including a full list of duties. Send resume and cover letter to Congaree Land Trust, P.O. Box 232, Columbia, SC 29202.
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